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THE AUTHOR 



GRATITUDE 

My thanks are due to those great scholars 
and writers whose works I have consulted 
and from whose works I have derived a con- 
siderable help. I have consulted about one 
thousand works, therefore it would be a 
lon^ list to name them all. It would be also 
invidious to mention some ' and leave others. 
I, therefore, tender my best thanks to one 
and all of them, though I do not mention 
them each by name. wTithout their most 
valuable help, it would have been impossible 
for me to write this work. India and 
Indiana people will ever remain deeply indebt- 
ed to these great men. 


THE AUTHOf|^ 



SRIKF^ISHNA 

PROLOGUE 

It is due to th^ very kind encouragement 
that my coi^trymen.- and many, .eminent 
European gentlemen were pleased to extend 
towards my work that I have been able so 
soon to bring out a Second Edition. 

I have a word to say about the spelling of 
%e pi^per names and Sanskrit words used 
in this work. In fact no universal standard of 
orthography exists in spelling Sanskrit words. 
They are spelt differenuy by different oriental 
scholars. As this work is intended for the. 
people, I have spelt the words in a way as 
it would be easy for them to pronounce. I 
k4ow the proper way of putting the name of 
lihe soljert of my narrative is Sret AmAna, 
but I have made it Sribrishna to make it 
eaffl$r to {wononnoe. I hate followed thisflile 
sdl through this work, and I hope I duJl be 
exeused for it by the adbolaxs. 



PROLOGUE 


1 place the Second Edition of my humble 
work before the public with the hope that 
it will receive from them the same generous 
reception as th^ were so kind to bestow 
upon its First IBdition. 


^Che Author 



PREFATORY NOTE 
PART I 

This little work is an humble attempt to 
write an account of the life and career of 
Srikrishna on an historical basis. He is on 
the one hand worshipped and adored hv 
millions of men as an Incarnation of Gk>a, 
while on the other he is considered by the 
great oriental scholars of Europe to he a 
myth, — a creation of poesy. None has been 
ever so. misunderstood or misjudged. The 
greatest' of all men ever bom is now ma^e to 
appear in a ^lousand and one light, for 
hundreds of ^oets have painted him, as each 
of them belie'^ed him to be« Thus the wozld 
has been deprived of knowing ohe whose 
wonderfol career and more wonderful toik 
dungs should be read, stodied and fdlomd 
by the entire human raoe. 

The aoeouat of his life and career wem 
lifi buried in a masa oC aneieiit Saodoeit 
fitertCkure. Though some eminent acbolees 
of ISmopb have explored this vast aea of the 
HSndhi hue and embodied thair tho^gfat in 
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works of great merit, researches and scholar- 
ship, yet they are but little read by the 
general public. They remain confined exclu- 
sively to the scholars and students. It is for 
the first time that an humble attempt has been 
made in this little work to paint Krishna as 
he really was and to place him before the 
modern world in its reigning language and 
in as popular a form as possible. We do not 
know how far we have been able to attain 
success, but we sincerely liope we shall be 
favoured with a patient hearing, and shall not 
be denied the kind patronage of the generous 
public. 


PART I 

In placing the Second Part of my humble work 
before the public, I have very little to say 
except that I sincerely hope they will kindly 
peruse this little book. India’s greatest Man 
and God is Srikrishna : — India’s greatest 
Religion and Faith is Srikrishna : — ^nay 
Srikrishna is the Loftiest Ideal of the world ; 
Re is the greatest source of Universal Brother- 
hood and Ever-lasting Felicity. Therefore I 
earnestly and most sincerely sak all my readers 
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to put aside their preconceived misconceptions 
and prejadices ana read this humble work. 

I humbly beg to state that I have written 
nothing in this book that is my own, nor have 
I created a new Krishna out of my fancy. 
I have humbly tried to unearth the great 
Krishna who now lies buried under a mass of 
fiction with which the Puranas and the 
Mahavarata have been filled up by subsequent 
writers in the course of many hundreds of 
years. By putting the searching light of 
history, analysis and logic, it would not be 
di£Scult for any of my readers, if they care to 
wade through the great sea of the Sanskrit 
lore, to find out which portions of it are fictions 
and stories and which are after-interpolations. 
Krishna, as delineated in this little book, I 
humbly believe, is Krishna of the original 
Puranas and the Mahavarata, and Krishna 
as he really was. Let not my readers form 
hasty conoluidons ; let them study the great 
life and career of the most wonderful Man, — 
if man could possibly rise to be so high, — of 
the world wiui all seriousness, with all atten- 
tion and care, with all devotion ; let them 
^ to appreciate and grasp and feel the 
inoonceivaDle character of Srikiisna, and 
1 have not the least doubt, they woidd ciy as 
did Aijnna on the holy field of Korakshetra. 
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'‘My salutation to you in front ; my salu- 
tation to you from behind, my salutation to 
you from every side. Ton are immeasurable, 
you are inconceivable ; you are all.” 

I tender my best thanks to all those great 
•diolars and literary men who have so kindly 
onoouraged me bv their flattering letters. My 
best thanks are also due to those of my eminent 
oountrymen and great Englishmen who have 
kmdly purchased copies of my work. 


THE AUTHOR 



INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

Befobb we ask our readers to to through 
Preliminary these pages, we believe we am 
bound to answer the foUowing 

queries. 

1. la Srikriahna a hiatorioal peraonage f 

2. If ao, when was he hom f 

3. Are there any adequate materiala out 
cf which an account of hia hfe and career may 
he written on an hiatorical baais f 

4. IJ ao, wheat are they f 
Innumerable works have been written en 

the^ life and teachings of Srikrishns in the 
various languages of India, but they are aB 
works of poesy and fiotioh. No attempt has 
hitherto bmn made to write his life and career 
on a really historical basis. Poets have paioh 
ted him as they behaved him to be. Nona 
has ever taken the trouble to find cut what 
he really was by divii^ deep into the mass at 
fietions underneath wh^ he now lies buried. 
Thaiefiore in writing a biegnqphy of Srikrisbna, 
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we have to face a difficulty which is perhaps 
too great to overcome. On the one hand, our 
orthodox countrymen believe in every word 
that is written in those ancient Sanskrit works 
in which his life and career are narrated, — and 
on the other, those great Oriental scholars of 
Europe who have explored the vast sea of 
Sanskrit literature declare that Krishna is 
but a myth, or at the most, the story of his 
life is but an allegory. We shall not enter 
into a controversy. It is very difficult to 
come to any definite conclusions in matters 
of the remotest antiquity. We shall, therefore, 
place simply some facts before our readers, 
asking them to form their own opinion. 
But we most earnestly request them to 

e rase these pa^es in an impartial spirit, 
ing neither driven to any definite conclu- 
sions by the glare .of the Oriental scholar- 
ship of Europe, nor being too prejudiced 
to believe that all that is written in ^enskrit 
is but truth. 

We shall undertake in this work to dig up 
the ^and statue of a great personage, that 
has, in -the course of many thousands of years, 
been buried deep underneath the earth. 
We are ha ppy to say that our task is not 
hopeless. We shall be able to place before 
oar readers a really historical account of the 
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life and teachings of Srikrishna, whom we 
believe to be the Greatest and the Grandest 
Man that was ever born in this world. 

There are at least ten thousand works 
in the various Indian languages that contain 
the story of Srikrishna, either in songs and 
sonnets, or in poems and dramas. Sut we 
can very well pass them hjy and come to 
those very ancient works from which their 
authors have got their inspiration. They are : 
(1) the Mahavarata, (2) the Harivansa, and 
(3) the Puranas. 

Thb Puranas are a stupendous mass of literature. 
ThePnranas The following eighteen are 
supposed to be the chief Furanas, 
(1^ Vishnu, (2) Vagavata, (3) Narada, 
uS Gadura, (5) Padma, (6) Baraha, 

m Brahma, (8) Brahmanda, (9) Brahman 
Vaiyarta, (10) Markendeya, (11) Bhavishya, 
(12) Vamana, (13) vayu, (^14) linga, 
(15) Skanda, (16) Agni, ‘(17) Matsya, and 
(18) Kurma. 

Besides these eighteen chief Fnranacit 
there are more than twenty-six Upa^Paranaa, 
Buoh as : — (1) Sanatkumara, (2) Niisinha» 

(8) Brihat-Naradiya, (4) Siva, (5) Diurvasa, 

(6) Kapla, (7) Manava, (8) A i aan a ^ 

(9) Vanina, (10) Kalika, (11) Samvaya, 
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Nandi, (13) Soura, (14) Parasam, 
(15) Aditya^ (16) Maheswara, (17) Vargava,. 
(18) Vasista, (19) Vavishya, (20) Bramhandiya, 
(21) Kourma, (22) Adi, (2^ Mudg^a, 
(24) Kalki, (25) Vaviahattara,(26) V rihadharma, 
and 80 on. 

If all these Puranas and Upa>Paranas are 
coUected and printed, they would be many 
cart-loads of printed matter. But it is the 
universal belief in India that the chief eighteen 
Puranas, if not all the Upa-Puranas, were 
written by the great sage Vyasa who com- 
piled the Vedas. The following Slokas, quoted 
at random from^ some of the Puranas, will 
show that such contradictory statements 
cannot be made by one and the same 
person. 

Padma Purana, Uttara Khanda, 78th 
Chapter, says: — 

wkot out of igftorance^ worships af^ othor god exctpi 
Vishnu^ btcomes a wroich. It is not proper to adore atry 
other except Vishnu, The ignorant Brahman who takes But 
omoo the remnants of the offerings to Siva kecomes a 
dmudniu He is bment in hell fareiemiiyy 

Kuzma Punuia, 20tli Chapter says: — 

who ahuses SHm destroys h& Dhyamm used Homm^ 
J&mmteefgs and Sacrifice," 
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In Linga Parana, Chapter 17th, Sloka 8, 
Siva says : — 

^^This Grrarvd-sire of all creatures^ Brahma^ 
was horn of my right side, and this Soul of the 
universe, Vishnu, rose from my left side” 

But Vishnu Parana, Part I., Chapter 7th, 
Sloka 10, says : — 

^'Rudra ( Siva), as effulgent as the midday 
sun, was produced from his {Brahma' s) frowned 
forehead, having been blazed up in the fire of 
his anger” 

So far as regards the Puranas being written 
by one person. 

And again the Puranas that we now 
possess are not exactly those that were extant 
at least before the sixth century A. D., when 
the great lexicogr^her, Amara Sinha, the 
contemporary of Kalidasa, flourished.* He 
says in his great Dictionary, ‘‘The Puranas 
have five Characteristics.” His commentators 
thus define these five Characteristics : — 


♦ See Asiatic Betearehei, Vol. L, pp. 28S-87, and Gel. A. 
Canningham’s ArehaDdlogioal .Surrey Report, pobliilie^ in the 
Sn^lementary Number of the Joornal of the Ajiitio Societf 
Of Bengal, 1868, pp. VII-X. 

2 
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^^The creationj the special creation^ the his- 
tories offamiliesy the accounts of dijfferent ageSf 
and the stories of great meUy — these are the five 
Characteristics of the Puranas^ 

But except Vishnu Parana, none of the 
present Puranas have these five Characteristics. 

In the Matsya Parana, we get the follow- 
ing description of Brahma- Vaivarta Parana : — 

PuraruLy which is recited before Narada by Savarni 
and which contains the glory of Krishna^ the accounts of 
Rathantara KcU^a^ and the story of Brahma Varaha in 
eighteen thousand slokasy is called Brahma-Vaivartaf 

But the present Brahma-Vaivarta Parana 
does not contain the accounts of the Rathcmtara 
Kalpa, or the story of Brahma Varaha. 
Besides, it does not contain any mention of its 
being recited by Savami before Narada. Thus 
it is quite evident that the old Brahma-Vaivarta 
is lost, and it has been replaced by the present 
one. 

In this way we find the present potanaa 
are all but collections of the ancient records 
which have passed through many additions 
and alterations in the course of many hundreds 
of years. The “Parana” has been in existence 
in India from the earliest days ; bat it is now 
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lying buried under the present great mass of 
literature which goes by its name. It would» 
therefore, be useless to attempt to fix the age 
of any of the present Puranas ; for they have 
been collected and re-collected, added and 
interpolated, through many hundreds of years 
down to the very recent days.* 

Extracts from some of the most ancient 
Sanskrit works would show that Puranas and 
Histories were extant in India even in the 
Vedic age. In the Vedsis, Brahmanas, Aranya- 
kas, Upanishadas, Kalpa Sutras, and Manu 
Sanhita, we meet with the names of both the 
Purana and the Itihasa (history). We shall 
make some quotations. 

The Atharva Veda, 15-16, says : — 

Itihasa, Purana, Gaiha, and others &*cP 

Satapata Brahmana, 14-6, 10-6, says : — 

“Tik Rig-Vtda, Yayur^Veda, Sama-Vedd, Atharva-V’etk^ 
Itihasa, Purana, Ufanishadas, Sutras, Slokas, their Bxfhdttr 
Horn 

Taitariya Aranyaka, 2-9, says : — 

*^Tht Veda, Itihasa, Purana, Gotha 


* We haTe been, therefore, luuiUe to aooept the detee 
Sued lor theae works bj aoaie of the Oriental aoholan ef 
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Ghhandyga Upaniahadi 7th Baitaka, 

Bays 

said, *0 Exalied One^ I am acquainted with the 
Rig‘Veda^ Yayur^Veda^ Sama-Veda, and the fourth^ Atharvu’- 
Veda^ and the fifths Itihasa {history) and PuranaP 

Manu Sanhita, Chapter III., Sloka 232, 
says : — 

“y» Sradh ceremonies^ the Sastras called the Vedas, the 
Sanhitas, the Stories, the Histories, the Puranas and the Khilas 
should be recited to othersP 

We need not say that the Vedas are the 
earliest works ; then follow the Brahmanas, 
the Aranyakas, the Unanishadas, and the 
Manu Sanhita respectively.* 

It is mentioned in the present Puranas 
that originally there was but one Purana. 
Vishnu Purana, Part III., Chapter VI., Slokas 
16-19, Says : — 

^'‘Veda Vyasa, learned in the Puranas, compiled a Purana 
Sanhita with Akhyana, Upakhyana, Gatha, and Kalpasuddhi, 
He then gave it to his celebrated disciple, Lomaharsana, who 
was bom in the Suia caste. He had six pupils, namely 
Sumaii, Agnibarcha, Mitrayu, Sunsopayana, Akritavama, 
and Savami. Amongst them Kashyapa, Sceuami, and 
Sansapayana, each wrote one Purana sanhita, but the Sanhita 
coiled Lomaharsanika, which Lomaharsana wrote, was the 
source of all of themi' 

a Sae Profeitar Mtz Muller's History of the 
Sanskrit Litersture, 
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The Yagavata also in its 4-6 Slokas^ 
Chapter III., Skanda X, says ; — 

^^Aruniy Kashyapay Savamiy Akritavarnay 
Sansapayanay and Hariia are the six Pourani- 
kas (learned in the Puranas), They learnt 
the Purana from my father who was the pupil 
of Vyasa, After studying the original {Purana) 
Sanhitay they each wrote a separate ( Purana ) 
Sanhita 

The great commentator of the Yagavata, 
Sridhara Swaini, in commenting on its 6th 
Sloka of the 7th Chapter, 12th Skanda, 
says 

'^At first Vyasa wrote six SanhitaSf and 
taught them to my fathery Lomaharsana, From 
him Aruni and others learnt each one Sanhita. 
I am their pupil ; from me Rurha has learnt 
them” 

Agni Purana also says : — 

Suta LomaharscCna received the 
Purana from Vyasa. Sumatiy Agnibarchaf 
Mitrayuy Sansapayanay Srita/vratay and Sa~ 
vami became h%s pupils. Sansapayana and 
others wrote the Purana Sanhitas.” 

Thus we find Yyasa wrote only one Parana, 
and his pupils after him wrote several otiier 
works basra on it. 
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Sat what Bubjects did this original Parana 
, , treat of ? The 16 th Sloka of 
the Vishnu Parana, Part IIL, 
Chapter VI., fully explains it. 

It says : — 

“ Vyasa^ teamed in the Vedas, wrote a Purana Sankita 
with Akhyana, Upakhyana, Gaiha, and KalpasuddhiP 

The commentator of the Vishnu Purana 
thus explains these four subjects, — 

^'‘What is seen with one's own eyes is called Akhyana 
by the learned men; what is heard from different persons 
is called Upakhyana; songs about the ancestors are called 
Gatha; and the treatment of the Sradh ceremony is called 
KaipasuddhiP 

We shall presently show that the original 
Purana, written by Vyasa, and the subsequent 
six Puranas, written by his disciples, dwelt 
on the four subjects named above. The 
accounts of eye witnesses (Akhyana), and 
contemporary histories (Upakhyana) were 
their two main features. 

The following extracts would show that in 
ancient India there was a class of men, called 
Satas, whose profession was to recite the 
Puranas and the Histories. They had also 
another calling, namely that of the charioteer- 
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ship of kings and princes. The Hamayana, 
Ayodhya Kanda, 15th' Sarga, 19th Sloka» 
says : — 

said this^ Sumantra {the charioteer of king 
Dasaratha)f learned in the Puranas, came to the door^and 
by that ever-closed door entered the roomP 

The commentator of the Ramayana ex- 
plains Sutas as “men learned in the Poranas.” 

The Mahavarata, Adi Parva, 40th Chapter, 
Cth Sloka, says : — 

“/ have, heard all that you have narrated. 
Now 1 wish to hear how Astika was horn. 
Hearing his ( these ) words, the Suta began to 
narrate the story." 

The Vagayata, 1st Skanda, 4th Chapter, 
2nd Sloka, says : — 

“0 Suta, you are highly blessed ; you are 
the foremost of all great speakers. Relate to us 
the holy story of the Vagavata which was 
narrated by the blessed Suka"” 

The Karma Parana, 12th Chapter, Slokas 
28-29, says ; — 

'‘Those Sutas, that were bom in my family, 
had not the right to study the Vedas. At the 
cooonand of the Lord, they carried on the 
profession of reciting the Puranas." 
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The Vishnu Parana, Part I,, Chapter 
ISth, Slokas 50-53, says : — 

*‘At the auspicious Sacrifice which was 
performed ( at the birth of Prithu ) <md which 
was presided over by the Grandsire, the highly 
inielligent Suta was produced from the Soma 
plant. And in that great Sacrifice, the highly 
intelligent Magadha was also bom. Thereupon 
the Rishis thus addressed Magadha and 
Suta : — *Sing the glory of the mighty king 
Prithu, the son of Vena. This is your special 
function, and he too is the fit object of your 
praise.’ ” 

The Brahma Purana says : — 

“All the Rishis said, ‘Sing the glory of 
these kings.’ Being appointed by them in this 
good work, I (Suta) sang hts (Prithu’s) glory." 

From the preceding facts we are now 
justified in arriving at the following conclusions, 
namely : — 

1. Even from the Yedic age there was » 
(dasB of men amongst the Aiysns who were 
ealled the Sutas. 
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2. Their profession was bo recite the 
glories of kings, to narrate the histories of royal 
families, and to relate the life and career of 
great men, invariably gathered from eye-witness- 
es and contemporary chroniclers. 

3. These narratives wore known by the 
names of the Puranas, and the Itihasm 
(histories). Originally there were only six such 
Puranas, written by the six disciples of Vyasa 
who wrote the Original Purana Sanhita. 

4. The present Puranas are a mass of 
collected records on various subjects. In them 
have been incorporated the old Puranas and 
Itihasas. The histories of the royal families 
and great men of ancient India, therefore, now 
lie buried in this mass of fictions. But they 
still exist, and they might be restored. 

Ths story of Krishna is told in the Puranas^ 
but not in all of them. We find 
it in the Vishnu Purana, Brahma 
Purana, Vagavata Purana, Brahma- 
Vaivarta Purana, Skanda Purana, Bamana 
Purana, and Kurma Purana. Except Vishnu 
Purana, Brahma Purana, Vagavata Purana, 
and Brahma-Vaivarta Purana, the story of 
Krishna is very briefly told in the ^er 
Puranas, and their accounts in no way differ 
fxom those given in the first four jhnranaa 
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named above. Therefore we leave them out of 
our consideration. 

We have already said that the original 
BrahmarVaivarta Purana is lost. The accounts 
of Krishna that the present BrahmarVaivarta 
gives differ so very much from those given by 
the other Puranas that we can easily reject 
them as being a modem creation of some 
enthusiastic religious scholar, who saw Krishna 
in his own imagination as one who was the 
embodiment of divine love in sensuality. 

The Vagavata is a work written many 
hundred years after the Vishnu Purana. Some 
say that it was written by Bopadeva, who 
flourished in the 13th century A.D. It is 
apparent that there was a great quarrel over 
this Purana between the Vaisnava ( the wor- 
shippers of Vishnu ) and the Saktas ( the 
worshippers of Sakti). As the Vaisnavas have 
the Vagavata Purana of their own, so have 
the Saktas theirs. Each sect deems its own 
Purana as being one of the chief eighteen 
mentioned above. The great commentator of 
the Vagavata Purana, Sridhara Swami, was 
fully cognisant of the serious doubts that the 
people entertained about the Purana ' he 
commentated upon. Therefore he, at the very 
outset, said : — 
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**Ncne should doubt that there is any other Purana called 
the Vagavatal^ 

When this quarrel over the Vagavata was 
going on, many works were written. One of 
them was called : — 

A slap on the face of the wicked. 

Another was called : — 

A great slap on the face of the wicked : — 

The reply to these works was called : — 

A heating of the shoe on the face of the 
wicked,^ 

All this clearly indicates that the Vagavata 
is a subsequent Purana. The story of Krishna 
as given in it is, therefore, based upon some 
other elder Puranas. "" 

The account of Krishna that Brahma 
Purana and Vishnu Purana give is word for 
word the same. It is not possible, — and neither 
such plagiarism is met with in the Sanskrit 
literature, — that either of the two has bddily 
copied twenty-six long chapters from the other. 
It is quite apparent, therefore, that both the 
Vishnu Purana and Brahma Purana have 
quoted these twenty-six chapters narrating the 
of Krishna from some other older work* 


* See Wil8on*e TransUtion of Viihnn Pniaiui, Frelkce. 
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But before we discuss the Vishnu Purana^ 
we must take into our consideration another 
work which, though not included amongst the 
Puranas, is in no way different from any of 
them. This work is called Harivansa, It is 
a later work than the Vishnu Purana, and the 
story of Krishna that it gives is apparently 
borrowed from it. The leason for our saying^ 
this will be apparent from our notes later on. 
Evolution is a law of Nature. Even in litera- 
ture we find that things gradually expand in 
subsequent descriptions. If our readers take 
the trouble to go through the Vishnu Purana 
and Harivansa carefully, they will find that 
the descriptions of things in the Vishnu 
Purana are all expanded in the Harivansa. In 
the Vishnu Purana, Putana is only a child« 
killer, but in Harivansa she is a demoness. 
It claims to be an Appendix to the 
Mahavarata, but we agree with H. H. Wilson 
in saying, “Its internal evidence is strongly 
indicative of a date considerably subse- 
quent to that, of the major portion of the 
Mahavarata.*’^ 


H. H. WiliOA*t Bmri, Analytical, Critical, and 
Pbiloaopbical, on aubjccta connected with the Sanikrit 
Literature, Vol. L 
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The Vishnu Parana narrates only the early 
life, and a scattered account of the later life, 
of Krishna. It contains that which is not 
narrated in the Mahavarata. We cannot say, — 
and we have not the least chance of finding it 
out, — when this story of the Vishnu Parana 
was originally written. We have already said 
that all the Puranas have gone through a 
process of additions and alterations in the 
course of many hundreds of years, and the 
Vishnu Furana is no exception. We find in 
it matters of so recent a date as that of the 
10th century, A. D. But we cannot, therefore, 
say that this work does not date any period 
earlier than the 10th century,* and that the 
whole of this Parana was written in or about 
this century. The internal evidence strongly 
indicates a much earlier date. 

But we have to do only with the story of 
Krishna, and we shall be able to show that the 
story as told by the Vishnu. Furana, and also 
by the Mahavarata, was extant in India in the 


• See Asiatie Beiearcbet, Vol. ZYIL, JooriMl of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal, Tol. IIL, pp. 362 and 882, VoL 
VI. pp. 1.17, 43d-i68 and 870-880 ; ToL VIL, pp. 87 and 
886 ; Ariana Antifoa 1^ H. H. Wilaoii, pp 418^ 683^ 48S, 
687, abo wiltna’e Vithnn Pnnaa. 
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loth century B. C., instead of the lOtli century 
A. D. 

The Mahavarata is most erroneously con- 
sidered to be an Epic poem.* It does not 
possess even one characteristic of an Epic 
poem. It is not a poem at all. Almost all 
Sanskrit works, such as those on Grammar, 
Philosophy, Pathology, Astronomy, Mathe- 
matics, are written in verse. Surely none of 
them is a poem. The Mahavarata was 
originally a history — ^an Akhyana — a contem- 
porary chronicle. The Present Mahavarata 
itself says in the Adi-Parva, Chapter Ist, 
Sloka 20 : — 

“We desire to hear Bharata, the sacred 
history that chives away all fear'* 

And again in Sloka 26 : — 

“Some hards have aiready sung this history” 

And again in Sloka 55 : — 

“I%e son of Satyavati {Vyasa). hy penanws 
and meditation having classified the everdasting 
Veda, composed this only history.” 

It is even now called an Itihasa (history) 
by all of our Sanskrit scholars. 


* wnj Orimtil soholanu 
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This is the definition of “history” given hy 
the Sanskrit Lexicographers. 

“The accounts of the Past that contain 
instructions on Dharma, Artha, Kama, and 
Moksha are called the histories.” 

In its present form the Mahavarata is 
neither an Epic poem nor a history. It is 
almost like any of the other Puranas, — a mass 
of collected records on various subjects written 
in the course of many hundreds of jrears. A 
cursory view of it would show that it bolds in 
its capacious bulk many independent works, 
such as the Bhagavata Gita, Anu Gita,Sanatsu 
Gita, Markandeya Samashya, and so forth. 
The present Mahavarata itself says in the 
Adi Parva. — 

“Vyasa originally compiled the Bharataf 
exclusive of Episodes, in twenJty-four thousand 
Slokas. This much only is called by the learned 
as the real Bharata. He suhseguently composed 
an Epitome in one hundred anct fifty verses.” 

But the present Mahavarata contains 
instead of twenty-four thousand Slokas, no less 
than 107, 390 Slokas. It oontuns a Table of 
Contents, instead of 150 Slokas^ of no less 
than 268 Slokas, This is a clear indication 
that many thonsand Slokas have been added to 
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the original Mahavarata in the course of many 
thousand years. 

The Present Mahavarata is told by a 
certain nameless man. This is a translation 
of its first two Slokas : — 

“Oae day when the great sages of hard 
austerities^ who had been present at the twelve 
years' Sacrifice of Kniapati Saunaka, were 
comfortably seated in the Naimisha forest^ Rishi 
Lomaharsana*s son, Ugrasrava, popularly 
hrunvn as the son of a Suta, well-versed in the 
PuranaSf came to them in all humility ^ 

The nameless gentleman who recites these 
two Slokas goes on to say that Ugrasrava 
Souti at the request of the Rishis then began 
to recite the Mahavarata, which was originally 
com|>osed by Vyasa and narrated by Vaisam- 
payana at the Snake-Sacrifice of Janamejaya. 

Thus we find when it was recited in the 
Naimisha forest before the Rishis, even then 
it has come dovm to the fourth generation ; — 
(1) Vyasa, who taught it to (2) Vaiaam- 
payana, who taught it to (3) Lomaharsana, 
wno taught it to his son (4) Ugrasrava. 
But even this Mahavarata we do aot 
posaeaa The present one is told by some 
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nameless person who recites what Ugrasrava 
narrated. When it was recited by Ugrasrava 
in the Naimisha forest, it had even then gone 
through some additions and alterations, and a 
difference of opinion had already arisen about 
the various readings of its Text. Adi Parva, 
Chapter I., Sloka 53 says : — 

*^Some read the Bharata from the firnt 
Mantra, some from the story of Astika, some 
again from Uptirichara, while some Brahmans 
read the whole'" 

Ugrasniva himself says in the Adi Parva, 
Chapter I., Sloka 8, that he knows only eight 
thousand and eight hundred Slokas, but 
Mahavarata that we now [x^ssess contains more 
than a lakh of Slokas, 

It is thus quite apparent that the works, 
such as the Mahavarata and the Purantis, were 
made the vehicles by various enthusiastic 
writers of different cults at different times to 
promulgate their own cogmas and doctrines. 
They became thus the store-houses of writings 
of a}l sorts of men of all shades of opinions, — 
nay of any and everyi ne who thought that he 
had written something clevtr. From big books 
to single couplets, everything was thurst 
into them by every senrt and grade of mm 

3 
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who desired to publish their compositions 
and to secure for them a wide circle of 
readers. 

The story of Krishna is narrated in the 
Mahavarata not as it is in the 
Krithm ia the Vishnu Parana. He is seen in 
Mihiviraii the Mahuvarata only when he 
oonies in contact with the Kurus 
and the Pandavas. It is quite natural that 
such should ho the ease. The Mahavarata is 
the history of the Kuru-Pandavas. It was 
originally recited at the comnuind of Janame- 
jaya who was the great grandson of the 
Pandavas. It was purposely composed to recite 
the glury of the Kuru-Pandavas, to relate the 
history of the Pandava heroes, and to narrate 
the great battle that was fought by them on 
the field of Kurukshetra. In such a work the 
life and career of Krishna arc not to be expect- 
ed to be written in full. He is seen in this 
work only in those places where ho comes 
in contact with the men whose history the 
work 18. 

When, however, in the course of years he 
came to be known as one of the great men that 
the world has ever produced, then attempto 
were made to fill up tbe gap in the aooount of 
his life and career which was met with in 
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Mahavarata. In the Harivanea, Chapter 1, 
we find it is mentioned that Janamejaya, after 
hearing the Mabavarata desired to hear the 
story of Krishna’s early life. It is said that 
Vaisampayana then began to recite the Hari- 
vansa. The Vagavata distinctly says that 
Harivansa was written to fill up the gap in the 
story of Krishna which was found in the Maha- 
varata. Tliough there is no such mention 
made in the Vishnu Purana, yet seeing the 
way in which it has narrated his life and career, 
we can easily find that its account is also an 
attempt to fill up the gap left vacant by the 
Mahavarata. It has not narrated anything 
that is already in the Mahavarata ; it has 
narrated only his early career —that which is 

not to be found in the great work. 

We thus meet with the story of Krishna’s 
life chiefly in the two most ancient Sanskrit 
works, namely the Mahavarata and Vishnu 
Purana. The one narrates his early life and the 
other his later life. But both of them in their 
present forms are compilations of old srories^ 
annals, and histories. ^^7 compiled 

ms^ hundreds of years after the birth of 
Kriuina. They have, therefore, in their pre s ent 
shape little or no historical value. But we sbaD 
present^ show that the stoiT ci Krishna was 
ntaat in India many hundred years befote tbs 
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preserU Mahavarata came into existence. If we 
can show this, it would then be clear that the 
original story of Krishna’s life, which we shall 
prove to have been written by a contemporary 
chronicler, namely Rishi Vyasa, was taken 
bodav into the present Mahavarata, and tlien 
added and interpolated, till at last it almost 
disappeared in a sea of annals, legends, and 
fictions. 

Let us now see how long the story of 
Krishna’s life and the story of 
AtttiqaitT ofihe Mahavarata have been 

tfeCNTofKriihna , . • i i- 

extant in India. 

In many of the inscriptionH that have 
been discovcreil and deciphered, the story 
of Krishna is distinctly mentioned. In a 
Siva’s temple in a place called Iballi in 
Dharwar, the great battle of Kurukshetra has 
been distinctly mentioned.* This inscription 
aays it was made 3730 years after the 
great battle, but it iwS also writte n that it was 
made in the 506th Sakahda which corresponds 
with 584 A. D t 


% 8m Joorntl rf ibe Asiatic Society of Boairal. Vol. IV , 
pp«876iiid377, Vol. V., p. 72S, VI., p.gg.. Joonisl, Bojnl 
AJ&- Vow Soriea, 1856, Vol. 1, part 9, p, 373. 

t Soo the Jomit of the Bombay Bnacb, Royal Atiatie 
Bsoioty.yoL IXn^315. 
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In the copper plates of the Gurjar kings, 
dated the 4th century A. D., the following line 
occurs. 

''Produced with Lakshmi and placed on 
the hreaiii of Knshtiay it was like the Kaustava 
gem"' 

In another plate, dated the 2Tid century A. D. 
the iianie of Krishna is thus mentioned.* 

"() Krishna the Abode of Rest"" 

In a mountain cave near Nassik, there is 
an inscription, dated the Ist century A. D. 
The following line occurs in it.f 

mighty as Rama, Krishna, Arjuna 
and Iihimas€7ia"' 

In the ninth century A. D., the celebra* 
ted work, Sankara Bijaya, was written. | In 


> • Se« Joarnal, Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1854, 57^. 

t See Journal, Booibaj Branch of the B. A. 8 . Vol. V , 
41. 

{ llaiij Oriental Scholara of both thia eonotiy aatf 
Evrope hare ized the age of almot: all the fianahrit worlm 
Bnt tiiere are differeacaa of opiaon aoMogat them. We 
liaee aoeepced the optnioaa of only thoea with wheel we faeae 
heae able to agree. For laar of aakiag thia /alraJeallisi 



30 


INTRODUCTORY NOTE 


one place it distinctly mentions the names of 
both Bama and Krishna and calls them 
Incarnations of Gods. 

Between the 6th and 7th century A. D., 
Vctsavadatia was written.* In one place it 
says 

^^Harivansa in which the channivij account 
qf Puskara is given” 

This distinctly refers to the •‘Harivansa/’ 
— the work which we have already mentioned. 
In many places of this ceiebrat^ work, the 
names of Krishna, Arjuua, Bhima, and others 
are mentioned. 

The great poet Kalidns flourished between 
the 4th and 6th century A. D. t He writes in 
his celebrated poem Meghaduta : — 

rainbow appears from the top of the 
yonder anUhill like a collected mass of hri- 

tsdiottt, we have oot dwelt on them. We havo gifen the 
date! which appeared to oa ralitUe and approximately 
correct, but we have mentioned in tho foot notea the worka 
that aupport our viewa. 

e Bee F. E. Hall'a Preface to Taaaradatta, 1859. pp. 
11-17 and 51-52 ; Journal of the Aatatic Boeioty of Bengal, 
1862, and Journal of the Borabny Branch of the Boyal 
AaUtie Sodety, 1851, pp SOS-218. 

t Wober*a Hiatory of tho Indian Litoraino, 1876» p. 185. 
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lliancy of gems. A.s Vishnu in his Ghpa ( cow 
herd) Jorm is adotmed with the briUiant 
peacock’s plumes, so will your Uaok Itody he 
exceedingly beautified by that rainbow.” 

Between the 2nd and the 3rd century 
A. D., Mrichhakatihi was written.* In it we 
meet with the nainas of Dhritarashtra, Judhish- 
thira, and the pandavas. 

In the 2nd century B. C.t Pataiyala wrote 
the Vasya of the great grammar of Panini. 
We find in his work the .story of Krishna’s life 
T^ininently mentioned Patanjali’s Note on 
Panini 3-1-26, says : — 

“/« describing the slaughter of Kansa — 
Kansa ghadhayati — is proper.” 

Note on Panini 3-2-11. 

"Vasudeva surely killed Kansa.” 

Note on Panini 2-3-36. 


• 8m WilKm't TbMtr« of Um Hiodm, Vol. L, tad tlM 
bio Ariano Aotiqiu, p. 364. 

t Sao Qoldotockor'a Frofaeo to Jlanfa Kalpa Sotn, 
pp, 8S9-2SS, Or. Bbaadorkor ia the ladita Aatiqoarjr for 
Oct. 187S, pp. 8W402. Ibid, Aiigaat, 1877, pp. Ml-SIl., 
IbU. Doe. 1878, pp. 350-354., Ibid, Oct., 1877, pp. 301 30>>7. 
8m alw EMbonfe oa Katpaaa aad Peta^L. 
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**Krishna was ill-disposed towards his 
maternal unde (Kansa),*' 

Note on Panini 2-2-23. 

*^Let the strength of Krishna increase with 
Sankersanay Balaramay his brother'' 

Note on Panini 3-2-118. 

^^The Kurus fought a righteous battle'' 

Katyana, the celebrated author of KcUpa 
Sutra, flourished in the 4th century B, C.* He 
wrote a Bartika (explanatory notes) on Panini. 
In this work a distinct trace of the story of the 
Mahavarata is found. 

No^ Ashwalayana, the author of Orijhya 
Sutra, was born some centuries before Katyana. 
He too has mentioned the Mahavarata in his 
work. Grijhya Sutra, 3-4, says : — 

“Dei Sumanta, Jaimini, Vaisompayanay 
Paila, Sutravashya VaratOrDha/rmacharjcbs, 
and all other Acharjas be gratified," 

In the fourth century B. C., Megasthenes 
was in India. He has left behind him a record 
of what he saw in this country. He speaks 


• See Smj on Katyana and Patanjali. 
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a Hindu god, the description of whom does not 
fit any other Hindu god except Krishna,^ 

In the fifth century B. C., Buddhism 
spread all over India, and the life of Buddha, 
the celebrated Buddhistic work, Lodita Vista^a^ 
was written, t In the 11th Chapter of this 
very ancient work, the name of Krishna is 
distinctly mentioned. 

The Upanishadaa are still earlier works. 
They were written long before Buddha was 
born. But in one of the oldest XTpanishada, 
the name of Krishna is distinctly mentioned. 

Chhandogya-Upanishada, 3rd Propataka, 
17th part, says : — 

Saying all this (Rishi) Otwra of the race 
of Angirasha then spoke thus to Devahts «on, 
Krishna : — *Talce to these three things at the 
end, namely, — you are undetenor ating, ever-- 
lasting, and imsnortaV^ 

The Aranyakas are still earlier works ; 
and again the Brahmanas are still earlier. 
Max Muller says that the Brahmanas were 


* Sse Aiicietit India u deieribed by ,m4 

Arlin by J. W. M^rindln. 1877. pp. 99. 178, t01» m 
t See Bbyt I)nTi4*i Buddbima. 
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began to be written from 1,000 B. C. Martin 
Haug says that they were ^gan to be written 
from the 14th century B. C. In one of the 
Aranyakas Krishna’s name is distinctly men- 
tioned In two of the Brahmanas, the names 
of Parikshit and Janamejaya are mentioned. * 
They were the grandson and great-grandson of 
the Pandavas. 

The earlier work than any of these is per- 
haps Panini’s great Grammar. Professor Gold- 
stucker has proved Panini’s age beyond all 
doabt8.t We can safely say that Panini 
flourished before the l£th and 13th centuiy 
B. C. Even then the story of Krishna’s life 
was extant, and he was held in high respect. 
The complete original story of the Mahavarata 
'was well known in Panini’s time.| 

Finding in Panini that Krishna was al- 
ready an tmorable being and the story of the 
Mahavarata was already an old story when 
that great Grammarian flourished, we can 
reasonably suppose that the story then extant 
was written at least a hundred, or hundred and 


* AitariT* BtthanM, Pujlka 8-Sl., Satipitlw BnhmuM, 
1841-4-1, Xaitorlya Aranjnk*, 10-6-6 
'<• - t Sm Gddctnekar't PaoinL 

t8MpaDiiaB-»45. Bmiai 4-M76. BniniA^^e. 
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£fty years before he was bom, i.e. it was written 
in the 15th or the 16th century B. C. 

We shall presently show that battle of 
Kurukshetra was fought in ihe 
The itory of jBth Or the 16th century B. C. 
by**«"*coiitem|S*. Under the circumstances it is 
nij, quite evident that the story of 

the Mahavarata was written 
immediately after that great battle. Would 
it be now very wrong to infer that it was really 
written by Vyasa who was a contemporary of 
the Pandavas ? 

We have nothing to disbelieve the fact 
that the story of the Mahavarata was recited 
before King Janamejaya who was the great- 
grandson of the Pandavas. We can ^uote 
innumerable instances from the Sanskrit litera- 
ture to prove that the accounts of the royal 
families and great men o{ fiQoient India were 
written at the command dfdheir desoeadimts, 
and they were as a matter of custom recited 
the StUas at the Sacrifices in which the 
kings and the princes whiled away their time 
by listening to them. It is tmrefcwe aoite 
naturtd that Janamejaya should like to hear 
the history of his forefathers finom Vaisam- 
IMiysna, who himself says tiiat he leauA the 
account from his preceptor, Vyasa.' 
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If this be the case, the theory that the 
story is an allegory, or that the Pandavas and 
Krishna are but after-additions, falls to the 
ground.* We have seen Panini mentions the 
name of both Arjuna and Krishna. We can 
find nothing in the history of the period be- 
tween the battle of Kurukshetra ana the birth 
of Panini to lead us to believe that Arjuna and 
Krishna had been subsequently added to the 
story of the Mahavai^ta. It was impossible 
to make such radical changes in such a popular 
work as the Mahavarata. The whole story of 
the Mahavarata stands on Arjuna and Krishna. 
Janamejaya who caused the story to be re- 
cited was the great-grandson of Arjuna and 
great-grand-nephew of Krishna, for Krishna 
was the brother of his great-grandmother. 
The descendants of Krishna and Arjuna ruled 
in India for many hundred years. If Janame- 
jaya and Parikshit be historical personages, 
Arjuna and Krishna can by no means be myths, 
for there is no proof that they were not des- 
cended from Arjuna and Subhadra, and that 
Subhadra waa not Krishna’s sister. All other 
characters in the original story of the Maha- 


4 LAtMii ctlli it aa allegory and attempta to ex^aia it. 
Weber on the other band aaye that the Pandaraa and KrMnn 
are afterHidditiont. 
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Tarats may be expunged, but Krishna and 
Atjuna can by no means be displaced, for if 
they are removed, the whole story falls to the 
ground. 

Thk opinion of the Oriental scholars is 
that the battle of Eurukshetra 
s^kihetra.^ *** fought sometime between 
the 12th and the 14th century, 
B. C.,* but we hope to show that this great 
battle was fought sometime between the 15th 
and the 16th century B. C. 

Perhaps we shall not have to tell our 
readers that Rajatarangini, the history of 
Kashmir, is one of the surviving histories that 
were written in the Sanskrit language. The 
author of this celebrated work, Ealhana, says 
that one Gonarda was occupying the throne of 
Kashmir when Judhisthira was reigning in 
Eurujangala. He adds that Oonarda ascemded 
the undone in the 653rd year of the Kali 
(^Yuga) age and Gonarda reigned few* 85 
years. 

According to Regatarav^i, we get about 
2400 B. C., as the age of Judhisthira. 

Viahnu Purana, Part 4, Chap. 24, Sloka 
34, says : — 


of thoir opfoioat lap. 1. 
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“I%e age of Parikshit is after 1200 years 
of Kali age." 

According to this we get, 1900 years 
B. G., as the age in which the battle 
was fought. 

In Vishnu Purana, Part 4, Chap. 24, 
Sloka 39, and Vagavata, Skanda 12, Chap. 2, 
Sloka 32, we find Magha is the 10th constellar 
tion from Purva Ashara and Mftftha was the 
constellation at the time of Judhisthira ; thus 
Judhisthira would be one thousand years 

ahead of Nanda. 

Vishnu Purana, Part 4, Chap. 24, Sloka 
32, says that Nanda was 100 years ahead of 
Chandra Gupta, the great Emperor, who was 
the contemporary of Alexander. 

Vishnu Purana, Chap. 24th says : — 

"Maha Padma and his descendants will 
}>t the lords of earth for one hundred years. 
The Bredimana named. Kautillya will desiory 
the hmgs of the Nanda dynasty. In their fiaoe 
ike Maurjas will rule over the earth. KautUlya 
wUl instal Chandra Oupta on the Serene." 

Alexander invaded India in 325 B. G. 
Cb*ndra Gupta aaoended the thnme in 815 B. 
C. Aootndii^ to thu, ve get Ferikdut 1015 
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years ahead of Nanda, and Nanda 100 years 
ahead of Chandra Gupta, the total being 111& 
years. Add to this 315 years ; thus we get 
1430 B. C. the age of Farikahit. The battle 
was thus fought sometime in the 15th 
century B. C. 

There is another astronomical calculation 
by which we can fi.x. upon the age of the 
great battle. 

The Vagavata, 12th bkanda, Chapter II. 
Vayu Purana, 37th Chapter, 412-417, Slokas^ 
and Vishnu Purana, Part IV., Sec. 24, Slokaa 
33-34, give u.s an astronomical calculation 
of the age of Judhisthira, and they are 
almost all similar. We quote the Vishnn 
Purana. 

“I%c two Stars amongst the Seven-Bishia 
(stars), which are seen in the eastern sky, home 
a star tn a direct line to them. The Seven 
Bi^is stay in it for one hundred years, O 
Itest the tw%oe-ham, the Sevm-Bishis loere 
in Magha at the time when Parikshit wcnr 
bom.'* 

Though the meaning of these two 
are vmy vagae, yet some d the (Msnhil 
scholars have fixed firom them the age oi 
Jndhisthira as bnng sometime- betwen tlm 
l&th sad Ifith oentiny B. 0. 
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We can take the help of another aatrono- 
mioal calculation to fix the age of the battle of 
Korukshetra. When Shiama fell wounded, he 
said that he would not die in the Southern 
Solstice which, according to the notion of that 
age, was inauspicious to depart from this life. 
So he patiently waited for the Northern 
Solstice which took place in the month of 
Magha. He said when dying : — 

"O gentle Judhisthira, the month of Maaha 
has a/rrived." 

It clearly says that when Bhisma died, the 
Northern Solstice took place in the month of 
Magha. But the NortWn Solstice does not 
now take place in Magha ; it takes place on the 
7th or the 8th Pouska (2 let. December). We 
shall not trouble our readers with astronomical 
calculations, but the result at which we 
arrive is that the period which intervenes 
between the present day of the Northern 
Solstice with that which took place when 
Bhisma died is about 3246 years. We thus 
find Bhisma died sometime in the 16th 
century B. C. 

It would be presumptuous on our part to 
say that we have, after a lapse of about four 
thousand years, been able to fix the age of, 
Krishna beyond all doubts. But we have' 
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placed before our readers some facts from 
'which we can reasonably ask them to acoe^ 
the theory that he flourished sometime 
between the 15th and the 16th century 
B. C. 

We believe we can now very ^aaonably 
come to the following conclusions : — 

1. That Krishna was bom sometime in 
the 15th and 16th century B. C. 

2. That this story of his life was written 
by one who was his contemporary and who 
knew him best. 

3. That this story now lies buried in two 
ancient Sanskrit works, namely the ]lCaha^ 
varata and the Vishnu Purana. 

Now the question arisen, — Is it possible to 
unearth this original story of 
Th« method of Krishna’s life from underneath 
et^'of great jpass of fictions that 

cover it ? We are happy to 
say it is not as difficult a task as it appeam at 
the first sight, and that for the following three 
reasons, namely,-^ 

1. We have been a^e to fix the age in 
which Krishna was born. 

2. We have a vary clear and ftiHihftd 
iNcoont of the political, social and 

4 
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oonditioii of India of this particular age in such 
Sanskrit vrorks as the Vraa, the Brahmanas, 
the Aranyakas, the Sutras &c. 

8. We have come to learn* by the careful 
study of the Sanskrit literature what religious, 
social and political changes passed over the 
Hindu race since the day when Krishna was 
bom. 

To restore the original story of Krishna’s 
life from the present Mahavaraia and Vishnu 
Purana, we shall have, therefore, simply to 
leave out of them the following. — 

1. All matters, whether :in respect of 
religion, manners and customs, social and poli- 
'ticeu affiiirs, or any other matters, that were 
not in existence in the Vedic age. 

We Imow what was and what was not in 
existence in that period of the history of the 
Aryan race. For example we know that in 
the Vedic a«e, the Aryans had no such gods 
as Vishnu, S iva Ac. ; they had no caste system 
as we have how, they had no Brahmanioa] 
supremacy, and so forth. Therefore, in fimfoig 
out fhe original story of Krishna from within 
the two wraks in question, we must go on 
expunging all matters that have any oonnce^ 
tion wm Aese gods and with such tpatters aa 
mmitiened above. 
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2. We know that many religious, social, 
and political changes passed over the Aiyan 
race long after the death of Krishna. By careful 
study of the Sanskrit literature we have been 
able to know what they and their nature and 
results were. 

In trying to revive the original story of 
Krishna’s life from the Mahavarata and the 
Vishnu Furana, we must throw away all mat- 
ters that savour of these changes. For instance, 
Buddhism flourished in India many hundred 
years after the birth of Krishna. Therefore; 
if we find anything in these two works that is 
apparently the result of Buddhism, we must' 
reject it. 

We need not say we shall also reject all 
foolish fanciful, and poetical deeoriptiona,— all 
n>atters based on unnatural and extraordinary 
miracles, — ^things with which these works are 
replete. They are evidently added to tiiese 
works in order to make th^ more amusing 
and interesting to the masses befiare ikdiom 
th^ were used to he recited and sung. TfaXM 
using the pruning knife, we shall try tu &)d 
out the story of Krishna’s life which was wiut^ 
en by his great contemporary the Sage VyaML 

We shall base oar aooDonts on the Vishnu 
^hiinna end the Mahanraxata, thou^ ere ilsaB 
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sometime refer to Harivansa and Yagavata and 
otJier Puranas. But as we shall proceed, we 
shall append critical and elaborate notes to 
unfold the original story. 

We believe we should now 
General Summary, summarise the points put for- 
ward by us. 

1. Even from the Vedic age there was a 
class of men amongst the Aryans who were 
called the Sutas. 

2. Their profession was to recite the 
glories of kings, to narrate the histories of royal 
families, and to relate the life and career of 
great men, invariably gathered from eye- 
witnesses and contemporary chroniclers. 

3. These narratives were known by the 
names of the Puranas and the Itihcbsas, 

4. The present Puranas and Itihasob, 
however are masses of collected records on 
various subjects in which have been incorpora- 
ted the old Puranas and Itihasas. The histories 
of royal families and great men of ancient 
Indiai therefore, now lie buried in this mass of 
fictions. But they still exist, and they might 
be restored. 

5. The aooount of the life and osureer of 
jCridma, aooording to the custom of anoisnt 
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India, was written by a contemporary ohro> 
nicler, namely, the great sage Yyssa. 

6. It was originally recited by a Suta 
named Lomabarsana, and then by his son, 
Ugrasrava, and then by other Sutas, and thus 
it came down from generation to generation. 

7. This account of Krishna was incorpo- 
rated in the original Puranas and Itihasas 
which in their turn were incorporated in the 
mass of literature which now goes by the name 
of the Puranas and Itihasas. 

8. The most ancient of the present 
PurarMs and Itihasas are the Mahavarata and 
Vishnu Purana. 

9. These two works contain the original 
story of Krishna as written by Vyasa. 

10. This story was written by a contem- 
porary chronicler, and therefore it has the 
greatest historical value. 

With great pains, with laborious study, 
and with careful anafysis oS 
OoBciniion innumerable works, we have 
made an humble attempt to 
tube up the buried statue and to rewDe the 
lost histoiy of the Greateet and the Qnmdeit 
of Men that was ever b<vn in this world,^ — a 
Man T^ho was great and poefeot in etraty, 
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way, — a man who was too high to bo under- 
stood, and therefore aniversally misunderstood, 
— a Man who was the most perfect and the 
highest ideal of the human race, — a Man in 
whom appeared the Most High out of His 
infinite kindness for the guidance of his beloved 
Creation. 

We do not exaggerate. We earnestly 
ask our readers to go through these pages 
without prejudices and without preconceived 
misconceptions. We earnestly solicit them to 
perase this “Life and Teachings of Srikrishna” 
with an impartial mind and a devout heart. 
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Behold, Partha, my forms hy hundreds omi 
thousands. They are various, divine, and 
dijfferent in colour and form. 

Behold the Adityas, the Vasus, the Rvdras, 
the Aswins, and the Marutas. Behold, O 
Bharata, innumerable wonders never seen hy 
you before. 

Behold, Gudalcesa, the entire universe of 
movables and immovables, and whatever else you 
desire to see, all collected in me. 

But you are not Jit to see me with these your 
eyes. Therefore I give you t^ivine sight. Behold 
now my great Mystic Form, 


Oita, Chap. XL, Slotas 5^, 



Grant 

G^**ciotis Srikrishna 
‘Chy 


G*^ce. 



SRIKRISHNA 

PART I 
CHAPTER I 

THE KINGDOM OF MATHURA 

At the time of which we are speaking,* the 
kingdom of Mathuraf extended on both the 
sides of the Jamuna. It was neither a very 
big State, nor a very powerful one, but it was 
peopled by some of the heroic and proud clans| 


• ColobFooke tajs that the battle of Kurakahetra, t. 
the time when Srikriahne was alite,T”^e fouj^ht in the l4th 
eeatory B 0. Wilaon and Eipbinatona are at one with him. 
Wilford safe it was fought in 1370 B. C. Pratt baa dxed Ita 
date aa the isth century B. C. We hare, how6Ter» fixed 
it aome time between the 15th asd I6th oentury B. C. See 
InirodueHan^ 

t Vathnca ia now a large diatriot in the North-Weabam 
Provinoea. 

t They wetw called Tadna, Bhojaa, AndhOcaa, Ktilcap^ 
fiatnatae# tlaaaraha, Yriaate fte. Ac* 
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.of the Aryan race* that had already occumed 
all the fertile plains of Northern India. The 
country was called Surasenaka after the name 
of the founder of the kingdom, who was named 
Surasena. He was a descendant of Yadu, a 
scion of the great Lunar dynasty .f 

* For an account of Aryan race we would refer our 
reader! to each works as the following 

(a) Lecture! on the Science of Language by Professor 
Hax Muller, let and 2nd series. 

(b) Weber’s Modern Investigation into Ancient India. 

(c) Bopp's Comparative Grammar. 

(4) Prichard's Physical History of Mankind. 

(e) Bumoufs Commentaire snr le Yacna, pp. 460-62, &c. 

f Two of the most ancient and celebrated royal dynasties 
of India were called sfler the names of the Sun and the Moon, 
la almost ill Sanskrit works the mention of these two dy- 
Bssties is met with. The Mahavarata, Vagavata, Vishnu 
Parana and other such works say that the kings of Mathura 
Monged to the Lunar dynasty. The following is the Genea- 
logy they quote 

Chandra (moon) begot Budha, Bn'dha begot lit, 11a begot 
Puroravai Pururava begot Ay a, Ayu begot Nahusa, Nabuaa 
begot Tayati, Yayati begot five 8onf>, namely Yadu, Purity 
Tarmn Dmihn and Ann, The kings and prinoei of Mathura 

ifm Krlahaa and otheri) were the descendsuta of Yadu 
Aidthoeeof Biatiiiapiir (e.^. the Kurtis and the Paadayas) 
wera the descendants of Para. 

la the JUf Veda, Mnnsdila lOtb, we ftad Pumimva la a 
hletontal peesonege,— « poweila) king. But in Yifnr Veda 
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The city of Mathura itself was situated 
within a fort ; it stood on the right bank of the 
deep blue Jamuna, which rolled by the foot of 
the Vrisni citadel. Outside the fort, as far as 


Samhita, Madh^audini Branch, Sec. V., Eandika 2, we find 
Pururavd and Urvaii are but two piecei of wood, by striking 
which the sacrificial fire was dfade. In the Rig Veda, 
Mandala loth, Suktas 48-49, we meet with the names of 
Yadu, Puru and Tarvasu, but there is no mention of their 
relationship to one another. 

In Hartvanea Parva of the Hariv^ansa on account of the 
Yadu dynasty of Mathura is given, which exactly tallies with 
what we find in the other Puranas. But in Vishnu Parva 
of the tame work a different account is gifen. There it is 
said that Yadu of Mathura was born of the Solar dynasty. 
It says that one Harjashya of the Solar dynasty wes once 
the king of Ayodhya He married the daughter of Hadhu, 
the king of Madhuvana. Now this Hadhuvana is Said to 
be the modern Mathura. It then goes on to any that 
Haijashya, for some reasons or* of^er, came to Mschnra 
and lived in his father-in-law’s house. He bego^a son 
oalled Yadu, from whom the Tadsvae of Mathm vrm 
sleoeended. 

In the Bamayana we find that Madhu's een, Lamae 
of Hadhttvina, was defeated by 8atnighain% the yMsdflfM 
bfotber of Bama of Ayodhya. It then goes on to Si^ Hol 
it tfM Batfugfaana who founded the dty of Mithnio. Vtmf 
yeors allcr^ the gvent-gshodeen of Pidn meied MiM dimvo 

Mdthfgra^ not d t w S B wM te il h i| 
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eyes could see, lay extended green fields and 
grassy pastures, with small hamlets and villages 
shaded by beautiful orchards and gardens. 
Broad well-constructed roads ran in all direc- 
tions ; over them moved along the chariots of 
warriors, the beasts of burden and the swift 
horses, the slow camels and the huge elephwts 
of traders and merchants. It was a very busy 
city, — ^trade, agriculture, and business being in 
full swing.* 

iSome five miles west of the city lay an 
extensive wood known by the name of 
Vrindanana. A beautiful hill called Govardha- 
na rose towering over its grassy plains. It 
abounded in various charming groves of 
Bahdas (Mimusops Elengi), Kc^mbas (Nan- 
clea Kadamba) and TcmaUxa (Xanthocymus 
Fiotorius). Entwmed with blossoming creepers 
and overhung with beautiful orchids, they 
resotinded with the sweet notes of Kotlas 
(Cuo^uB Indicus), ChakrayaJcas (Anos Casarca) 
and Scmuas (Ardea Sibirica). Deer, antelopes, 
bafiUoes and various animals of various colours 

C4MMaBed in tlie hands of thi deioendantg of Yadu# 
oia. ^0 Yadavaa* 

Thoi wo tad both tho doioeadanu of tho Solar and tM 
Iwar dgnaMtoi daUnod Sriduw as their owd. 

o Son Vigavata^ Skaada Gbafaer dlsti BIpkaa IMS- 
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roamed in these shady arbours. The channing 
Vrindoevana was the most beautiful woodlands 
that lay ou the banks of the Jamuna from ita 
mouth to the source. 

But all the forests near and around Mathu- 
ra were not as beautiful as the Vnnda/voma. 
The northern and southern outskirts of the 
kingdom of Surasenaka were covered with dense 
forests, abounding in fearful wild beasts and 
more fearful wild-men.* The original inhabi- 
tants of this part of the countiy, being driven 
away by the Aryan invaders, the ancestors of 
the Vrisnis, had taken shelter in these wild 
forests. These Nagas, as they were called, if 
not as much civilised as the Aryans, were not 
exactly wild-men. They had their own kings, 
their own armies and their own religions and 
societies. Farced to lead a wild life, thriven as 
they were by their Aryan enemies, they lived 
far away in the innermost depth of the fbresk 
in their own wild settiemenfs. Near and^boat 
Mathura the Nagas abounded, and iliough 
they kept buming in their heart the bitter^ 
enmity towards their Aryan otmqnerotft, yet 


• Am VidiBV Ponaa, Pvt V« Sac. VII. BMaama, 
7Mia^Bwva,<kaplar e7th ^ Vaftnta. Skoda X, Ckap* 
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they did not give vent to their feeling. They 
paid them tribute and had commercial inter- 
oourse with them in the greatest amity. But 
if opportunity ocoured, they did not let it slip 
without wreaking the severest vengeance on 
their great enemy.* 

Besides the Vrisni Aryans and the wild 
Nagas, there lived, near Mathura, a powerful 
nomad clan, the people belonging to which were 
known by the name of the (ropew.t Some five 


« In til the Puranac, the Nagas are described as *‘anakea." 
Am the word Naga meant a snake, we are afraid the authors of 
the Puranaa thought it proper to describe them ss such. 
But If we read their descriptions of these so called <*snakes,*' 
we can coma to no other conclusion than that these Nsgas 
were but t race of wild-meo, the original inhabitants of 
eome parts of India, whence they were dr|ven away by the 
Aryans. Such being the case, we have rejected all descrip- 
tions in which these people were spoken of ts **sntkes.'' 
!8ee Muir*s Sanskrit Texts, Vol. II , Chapter III. 

f In some Purants these Gopas are described as the 
Aiyiua of the Vaisya order. Naoda is said to be the son of 
Vasndev&'s uncle by a Vaisya woman. But our readera wiU 
Bud that at the time of which we speak there was, in no 
date system amongst the Aryans. If Nandaand bis clpn 
were Vrishai Aryansi they would have been the Arysna el 
'iSatlium ; but the faot is otherwise. Vidura wae the sen of 
« maid aerrenV^but be wni still One ofthd Kaihii, Hsr dR 
itmersaaeiuiwe balteve that these Gepaa weren edfeiel 
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or six miles from Mathura on the other aide of 
the Jcmuna^ there lay an extensive pastnre- 
ground, overspread with fresh, green and soft 
grass, abounding in shady trees and watery 
streamlets, and possessing every requisite for 
the tending of sheep and cattle. Hera did 
these people, — the Gopas , — live with their 
waggons and cars, with their tents and oanvaS' 
sheds, with their wives and children, and sheep 
and cattle. Though they were powerful ana 
numerous, yet they were not quarrelsome and 
dangerous ; they loved peace, and they peace- 
fully paid tribute to the ruUing chiefs of 
Mathura. At the time of which we qraak, 
Nanda was the chief of this great nomad clan. 


^fpiy race which adopted the Aryan religion, " bat led a 
oomad life. 




CHAPTER II 


THE KINGS OF MATHURA 

Whsn the founder of the kingdom of Mathura^ 
Surasena^ died, he was succeecmd by many of his 
desoendants till at last one Ugrasena ascended 
the throne. He was the son of Ahuka, who 
had another son named Devaka. Both brothers 
had many children,^ but it would suffice if we 
mention only two of them, namely the eldest 
son of Ugrasena, who was named Eansat and 
theyounrost daughter of Devaka, who was 
named &eyaki. She was |||e mother of 
Slrishna, and Kansa was the ^nat tyrant of 
Mathura, who made strenuous efforts to kill 
him till at last he himself was killed by him. 


« D«yika fa#d four font ««d leTen daughtvi. Ugritqpa 
Maitts aw sad five dtughtera. 

Bes Tagtvata, Gkmiida X, Clwptsr XXIV,, VMisa 
Penuu, PSrt HI., Sic. Xiv. 

t Xamt iraaaa IQsditlSate child. It ia aaid tltti 
agoa caiaBC wima Cgraam^a wife went lalo the fesfei fe 
Cpeit^iis^ivaaeaAbieeedtrthe Idi^ of Bcfte. the feSfe df 
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Devaki was manied to a prinoe of tbs 
Yrisni clan named Vasudeva. He was ^ 
eldest of the ten sons tmd five daughters of his 
father, Sura,* imd he had ten wives of whom 
Devaki was the youngest, t 

Though the Yadus of Mathura ruled over 
a very small kingdom, yet they had very hi^ 
connections. They had many powerful rela- 
tives and allies.^ Kansa married the two 
daughters of Jarasandha, the king of Magadhatf 
who was then the most powerfm potentate is 
all India. Vasudeva’s five sisters were all 
married to some of the greatest Aryan petm- 
tates of Northern India. The eld^ Aitha 
was married to Pandu, the prinoe ofKuni- 
jangala,|| and the fourth Srutasrava was married 


* Sm Viilmv Pmu, Fart IS., Sac. XIV., Vagaaatt, 
Skaiida X, Charter ZXIV. 

t Saa Ibid, ftrt III., Sac. XV., Ibid Skaaitl X, 
CanptarXXIV. 

I They nets coiiaacitad by warriaga with away kh^emi 
BiHhaaA«aati,lia|adta,Xiini, Karnaha, Kakara, Vid|ifrcii, 
ywat% Keiih> Milhila Ac. Ac. Sac Viihas Fhraaa, Birt OPE, 

saasriv. 

f flUfpiass Soath Bafear. 
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to tho moet illostrioas Damugoaha, the king 
of Chedi.* 

Juat after the marriage of Yasudeva and 
Devaki, a very great change came upon 
Mathura. On the day following, when the 
marriage ceremony was over, Kanaa, in order 
to escort his sister Devaki io her new home, 
himself drove the chariot in which the newly 
married couple were proceeding to their own 
palace. The grand procession was slowly 
winding its course through the crowded streets 
of Mathura, when a deep voice was heard to 
rise above all other sounds. It said, “O fool, 
the eighth child of the damsel whom you are 
esowting will be the destroyer of your own 

life."t 

The words thrilled throughtthe crowd like 
a flash of lightning ; an ominous silence fell 
over all : an indescribable sensation passed 
through the assembled multitude ; Kansa 


* ]bd«ra AlUhibad. 

‘‘thotb th« Viiliiia Furam and Vtgmta aa/ Oat 
foiM ma haard in Um iky, bat Harivanaa aayt tbat gawa 
laant from Nanda tbat ka would ba data b^ tkaaiilUh 
ohHd of hia aiitar IMtaki. Saa Viaban Pomn, Fdtt V. 
8*0. L VogBawH, Bkaada X, Ohtftar i. Saa tM* 
unaa, Yiabna tam, Cbiqdar fidth. 




THE KINGS OF MATHURA 


started up, and pulled the horses back. With 
a jerk the chariot stopped, and he stared back 
on the happy pair like an infuriated bull. He 
lost all self-control, seized his sister by the hair, 
and raised his sword to cut her down. 

But Vasudeva fell on his knees and 
entreated him to spare her life. He solemnly 
promised that he would hand over to him every 
child that she would bring forth. With ^ 
weepings of his sister, with the entreaties of 
her hu^and and with the earnest implorings of 
the assembled thousands, Kansa was moved. 
He spared his sister’s life and allowed her to 
repair to her recently married husband's home. 



CHAPTER III 

THE PLOT AGAINST KANSA 

The awful words heard by Kaosa preyed upon 
his mind. Though he tried to laugh them 
away, yet they remained fastened to his heart. 
He brooded over them, and as time wore on, 
they made deeper and deeper impressions on 
his mind, till the fatal words made him sad, 
destroyed his appetite and drove his sleep 
away, — ^nay, they ran through his veins as so 
many streams of buiping sulphur. 

When he heard that his sister, Devaki, 
had conceived, he roared and foamed like a 
mad bull. He passed orders to throw both 
Devaki and Vasudeva into prison. He com* 
mended that they should be kept imprisoned 
in the castle dungeon till their child was bom. 
He did not stop there. ‘He killed all the sons 
of Yesodeva that were bom to him t^'lus 
other wives. To make himself mote safe end 
hisi>OBitio& more secure, he usurped the tbsmie 
ana imprisoned his own firther, the ddldqg 
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XJgrasena. He beheaded all whom he suspected 
to be his enemies. The heads of many revered 
chiefs of the Yadu dynasty kissed the ground, 
and a reign of terror came over Mathura.* 

Many of the Yadus and the Vrisnis escap- 
ed with their wives and children from the 
kingdom of Mathura ; many hid themselves in 
forests and hills, and many took shelter in 


other kingdoms. 

King Kansa ruled over a most disaffected 
people. But he was too powerful* and so he 
did not care the least what cruelties he perpe- 
trated, what sins he committed, or what 
oppressions he made.t 


• VagtTtUf Skinda Z., Ohaptvr 11., Slokti 1-4, «sjl 
•‘O kisf • Kansa, being proud of his prowsas and iwakin g an 
alliaaco with the people of Magadba, joined with flralaasbt, 
Vaka, Ohannm, Trinavarti, Aght, Keahi, Bhawikn, Vana, 
Vanma and other Apura kings and tyrannised orer the Yadus. 
Having twen fearfully persecuted hit terrible oppcfsaionPi 
they emped to tho Kuru, Fanchala, Kakeya, Salya, tidharv% 
Hiahnda^ VIdefaa and Koiala kingdoms. Oidy a fewpoomlned 
to aawo Kansa." 

tlta HjffinBM. VWwB P»nr», GMp« 

w*rid pt ffc* 

ttMi fliatb ftwB thtai fcr I bM jiwUHW 

INMIH, Wd* and athpr orMtar«i (tat MVfr tl* ii^riWi||ir 
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Bat none of his sabjects forgot the words 
fK) omiuoasly uttered on the day when their 
beloved princess Devaki was proceeding to her 
newly married husband’s home. T^ey solemnly 
believed the words to be the heaven’s prophecy. 
They, therefore, eagerly and anxiously, — nay 
hopmg against all hope, — waited for the birth 
of the eighth son of that princess, for it was 
the only means of their deUverance from the 
cruel persecutions of their tyrant king. That 
son was to be their only saviour, — the saviour 
ordained by Providence. 

It was natural that they should make 
strenuous effo^ to save the children of Devaki, 
at least the eighth one.* Many of the Yadu 
chiefs secretly communicated with Nanda, the 


* Neither the Vwhaa Faraoa, eor Hariraim, Mr Vegas- 
Taie,aorBtamhePimite lajrt is lo enmjr ward* that there 
tiM a pkit to Mto DeVaki’a ehfld and to Meithrtor SiBM. 
Bat H ire carefellv etudv tbie portion Of th^ nerrativae, 
we oan-oeae to Mother eoncturiM than that thhefciUwal 
laved tgr niWap-laUI eoniphaqr In Whidi, perhapa, dMdtnb 
thapeopin at llathvrn, heddee the QofM of Oidcnta sad 
the Jti«ai el SbO Mreit, joined. The Mehnvetoto latapto 
thatwne jdiMe he to aaderfiand that XiAss wastllS- 
ttoyed dhtoagh theVniyd oflurti of snUio Vrindh. Utoh 
BtoS nm. {Jhaptor LXtlL, 6Ma-B. Vidnto i d I W to to 
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chief of the Gh>pas. They also communicated 
with the chief of the Nagas,^the two nearest 
powerful men with whose help and co-operation 
they hoped to overthrow the tyrant. They 
left no stone unturned to save the child of 
Devaki, — the child whom they all believed to 
be the heaven’s ordained Saviour of Hathnra. 

When all Mathura was eagerly eapeoting 
for the eighth conception of Devaki, VwSu- 
deva’s another wife, named Robini, coneeived. 
Kansa’s persecutions had become so unbeaidblt 
and the people had become so impatient that 
many oi them thought the expected <diild of 

"The AadfaakH, the Yadivai Md the Bhctju, unitiflg 
togeUier,«bndoiidad Etnti. if the reqneit (ottli* whole 
tribe ), Sana woi killed by tbet tUyer of foei, KriebM." 

In the VigaTatt,akaiide Z., CSwpter VUI , eed ill TiWiiiii 
parens Flrty., Sea VL, wo find the prieat of tbh TtlMi nWfr 
named Getgs. tecretly oomea to 09 ktla end eiteo^y]ier^ 
'fame the initiatory ritea of BMahea. In Vh|a«tlak lltMrin 
X., Ghapter dStb, Kania aayi ’‘When they ( SimS afe# 
Kriahn a) would be deetroyed, their fclpede and aUiea|yaando«a 
and othar Vrianii, Tojaa ew> Vaaaraha win «ai^ h«d«b- 
troyod. I ahdl aiao dawipy my snrioioaa fialbar u||pnlap, 
hJahrethar SewAa and o^ara who are rehaBiOtta apllMtani. 

TaynPetaoia^ Ohavt«l 84(h. 8lokaadB4Mi dlailN^ 
dlwttihiawvaii* eoatphraty n«d a ntarat |M a* o oi rth e# 
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Bohini to be the identical one alluded to by 
the prophecy. They, therefore, determined 
to save it. Rohini was secretly removed to 
the nomad settlement and kept hidden in the 
house of Nanda,* where in course of time a 
boy was born of her. 

A few months after, Devaki conceived. 
Another strenuous effort was made to remove 
her out of the reach of the tyrant king. But 
ehe and her husband were kept prisoners under 
look and key in a cell where none could 
reach them. Failing to remove her, the cons- 
pirators thought of removing the child as 
soon as it would be born. They bribed the 
guard, they won over the best confidants 
of the king, and secretly sent words to the 
Gopa and the Naga chiefs ; they made every 
arrangement to make an exchange of Devaki’s 
child with another. It was absolutely necea- 
saiy to keep the birth of the child a dead 
secret, for if Kansa was not thus deceived, he 
would move heaven and earth to find out the 
child and destroy it. It would then be im- 
possible to save the child from the fiaarful 


• W* ihali ktar on qu(4e thOM portions of tk# TiAnn 
^■inM,Bnrissaannad. VafiTSts nrhnrnitisntrrstndhov tko 
ohM Krlshnn wns mvod and bow an aacbmnofbtewat 
smSo with the child of Ibnda. 
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wratli of the cruel king, wherever it might 
be kept. 

But who would agree to allow his or her 
dear child to be exchanged with that of Devaki, 
knowing it fully well that it would be meroi- 
lesaly destroyed by the cruel Eansa f Was 
there such a noble man or woman in all 
Mathura who could make this great sacrifice t 
Searches were made, and many people in and 
around Mathura were appealed to, t31 at last 
the great and noble Nanda offered his child, 
which was expected to be born almost nmul- 
taneously with that of the Vrisni princess. 



CHAPTEB IV 


THE BIRTH OF KRISHNA 

It was the midnight of the 8th daj of 
the Lunar month in the black fortnight of the 
fourth month of the Solar year,* when the 
oouatellation Rohini (Aries) was in the ascen- 
daat and the constellation Aswini (Taurus) and 
others and also all the planets were favour- 
able, — it was on that memorable night, some 
three thousand *five hundred years ago, that 
Krishna was bom in the prison ceU of the 
Vrisni citadel in the holy city of Mathura, t 
On© of his biographers ©ays : — 

moment became endued with all 
good properties. The sky became clear ; th© 
stars shone in brilliancy ; the cities, the vil- 
lligMi the pastures and the mines, passed 
through a great change ; the waters of the'* 
rivers became purer ; the lakes and tanu 
dione in beauty with lotuses and lilies ; the 


« It (sbe^tlitllt 
t FfwuBi, But Bsc. HI. 
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blossoms of wild trees opened up ; the birds 
beean to sing in great delight : we Kiimaras 
and the Qandharvas sang ; the Siddhas and 
the Charanas recited hymns, the Vydyctdharaa 
and the Apsaras danced, the Rishda and. the 
Cdestial^ showered flowers on earth. At 
such an hour of the night, the Exalted One 
took his birth in the world.”t 

Another says ; — “The pious obtained new 
delight : the strong winds were pacified, and 
the rivers flowed silently ; the ooeans madS 
music with their murmurings ; the Cfandhar- 
vas began to sing, and the Aptaras began to 
dance ; the celestials, stationed in the sky, 
began to shower flowers, and the holy fire 
glowed with a mild flame.”| 

Only a few lines below, the same anthcns 
write that it was a very stormy and fearful 
lught. It was a night when rain was TOudng 
like a sheet of waters, — ^wben blazinglightaungl 
were flashing from one corner oftmskyta 
the other, — ^when dreadful thunder wae roaring 


* The Kinamt, Qaadhami, SiddiMt, Oluniuii, 

AMm, ApHTM nd the Oalattltlt sr* MalstilM 

4BMI. fhiy— eiMnww aitea« dtB8w*riieet*af 
t Steirf* X, OiuffMr'tO^Adm 
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and fearful hurrioaue was blowing, shaking the 
earth to its very centre. 

In this fearful night the child was bom. 
An soon as it was Irarn, Vasudeva wrapped it 
up with a cloth and hastily came out of the 
prison cell, the guards and the friends outside 
helping him to pass out secretly and noiseless- 
ly from the dungeon.* 


• W« Aih quote the deeeriptioBt of this portion of the 
•torj from tlio Viihnu Purani and Vagirata. We would 
aak*Ottr readeri to form their ows opinion. 

Viihnu Purana, Part V., Sec. III., lays "The guarda 
and fite-keepera of Hathnra were all charmed with Po^a- 
nidra ( foddeaa of illution ) and none of them obitrncted the 
paaaage of Vuudera. It waa raining heaTily at that time, 
mad the many-headed Vaga, Sheeha, followed Vaaudeva^ 
•preading hia hooda over hia head. And when he, with the 
^Id in hia nrmt, oroiaed the Jamuna, deep and dangeroua 
at kmHieoBtntninf many whirl-poolt, ita watera were allent 
and roae not abOTe hta kaeea. 

Vagevata, Skanda X.p Chapter III., anyi :»”By the 
power of that Hluaiea, the coaaciontneaa of Ihe g«be-kei^^ 
and the dtizeiit waa deetroyed. They all fell into n4eep 
ideep. The deora and the i^tea, bwed with iron ahutimra 
and alroniSy hnund with iron cbaina, wayaggpen aa 
VeMetnan^naredbeSve them with the nhildo Thd akN|d9 
»wtwdimdfained«(Tlw liw>AnaM went hahind iheljiir 
mrihMmkblMdaandthaa protnelinf tkeei lroii4|wi 
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Noiseleealy did he pass oat of the fort, and 
the Naga Chief escorted him up to the dow of 
Nanda’s house, where the cmld was silently 
exchanged with that of Jasada, the exoelleirt 
wife of the nomad Chief. With Nanda’s child, 
which was a girl, Yasudeva as silently and as 
quietly retumea to the prison as he went out 
of it. 

Very elaborate but strictly secret arrange- 
ments were made that night by the enemies 
of Kansa to save that auspicious child, — that 
Ordained Saviour of Mathura, — ^whom Kansa 
was as eager to destroy as they were to save. 
He was out-witted. The Vrisnis with the help 
of the nomad chief and the Naga oMef^n 
managed not only to remove the dbild to a 
place of safety, but to deceive him in ifespeot 
of the birth of the eighth chUd of DeVaU.'* 


Vhe Harivuu, Vithau Fam, Cbt|it*r S9tb, 4bm sot 
moitioB aajr SataS aa to how tha chAS waa Maaored &oa| dw 
piiMn, It aimply aapa tlwt Vandava took tha ehild tp- 
Vaadpk’alkoafa and than mada tha ezohange. 

• ItXasaawanaot daoaivad, and if be bad csa'a to kaov 
that fete d aitto y r had boaa alraadf bora, bo bSTV 

diHwyat sn tho fihfldron threnghout hia doatbil^ WMi 
Jto tli f shssao h oid W o a ld sot hots b—B aparod. Sa^ al^ 
kObw tho aigfoaod eighth ohiUorDaniki, hadMmnat 
awMad, ftp Is tho Viihsa >stssa, Bwt K Wi. t^%a 
si 9 a>>PUtaevigfraaaiyiiad eat dl yoosg aftMtet ftpew 
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Next morning ^hen intelligence was 
brought to Kanaa tmat a female child had been 
bom of Davaki, he wildly rushed to the prison, 
and notwithstanding the entreaties and suppli- 
aataona of his sister, he seized it by its legs and 
dadied it against the prison wall."^ 

Destroying the eighth child of Devaki, 
Kansa felt himself safe. His anxiety was gone, 
fus fear was removed ; but he could not pardon 
his sister Or her husband. He banished them 
t>oth from his court and his city.f 


wth,«iid let every boy in whom there ii unnenel vigour be 
titled without mercy.*' 

e Vlehoo Purana, Harivaaaa and Yagivata uj that at goon 
et the child waa daihed againtt the atone, it rote up into the 
akjr and developed into a goddeaa, who aaid, '*0 fool, he who 
abnll kiU thee hu already taken hit birth.** But Vayu Pyrmna. 
Okaptar 84th, Slokia 201-203, aaya that the girl eacaped, and 
aha #aa aecretly brought up in Mathura. 

i We aead not uy that many miraclaa are narrated in 
the eoconnta of the birth ol Kriahna aa given by tke’-Furanaa. 
We have* not narMed them, la we ahall not do it all tlitough 
Cldawoik* 
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KRISHNA AS A CHILD 

But he who would destroy him grew up day by 
day amongst cattle and kine. Hidden away 
from the sharp eyes and the cunning spies of 
the cruel tyrant, he grew up amongst tne cow- 
herd boys and the nomad girls of the Vrinda- 
vana. He was nourished and nurtured as an 
idol not only of Gokula,« but of all Mathtira^t 


« The name of the Gopa eettlement wit Qokola. It me 
aleo called Vraja. ^ 

t Only on a Tory few oooaaiona, the eatly life of Rriehna 
Ic mentioaed in the Hahiwata. But we have already 
in the IntrodneUon that it is not a history of Hs Ufa fhd 
If ahararata is the oldest of aD the works on which He hd«e 
one aeooonti. Therefore^ before we write the histor]^ ef the 
only life of Krishna, we are bound to place before our 
readera' what this great work says about it. We get ^a tery 
ahovt aoooimt of Ktishna'e early life in t^ie MahaTangta. In 
Sara Parra, Ohapter XLZ Slokss d>ll, relate tbtdi SkgH 
pala, the king of Ohe£, thus abnsed him* Wo qWotO fto 

**ir<^liar« cnee again giren pain to our hsorta by 
the 4oiidi thia wm aoUakBliiWjPb^ 

A 
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The settlement of the Gopas lay extended 
on tlie banks of the Jamuna , — ^the tapering 

S aks of the beautiful Oovardhana rising 
hind it and standing like its guardian angel.* 


Otiberii* O Bhisma, arrogant and fool as yon are, and alao 
Benroua of praising Krishna, why does not your tongue split 
into a hundred parts P O Bhisma, how do you, superior as 
you are in knowledge, desire to praise this cow-herd whose 
evil repute is told even by men of childish intelligencer 

0 Bhtsma, if he killed a vulture in his childhood, what is 
there to praise him for that act r What is there also in his 
killing two beasts, a horse and a bull, beth ignorant of the 
science of war f O Bhisma, what is there wonderful if this 

^^tnan threw down by a kick an inanimate piece of wood, 
namely a waggon ? O Bhisma* in my opinion there was 
nothing remarkable in this man's holding for a week the 
Chovmrdhana hill which is like an ant-hill. 0 Bhisma^ 
sporting on the hills, this man ate a large quantity of food/ 
hearing theae words of jours, many have been much 
astonished r 

It is a pity that there is an apparent jgap between the 
Chaptert XL. and XLI , in the Hahavarata that we now 
pmm i one chapter is evidently lost. It is a grsat Uses 
to us, for in that chapter Bhisma namtsd tbs aohierensnla 

01 Xrlkhna^s early lifa la the paeeife we have quoted. 
Biiiipaln letes to this speech of Bhiem% but vnf ortuaslsfy 
ttm ptesent Hahavarata does not oontaln it 

o teevdlagi of Ocimla Is still in sodstsnos sons ivs or 
Six nose ton llhthnnu It k m slngglto 

IpKnklrg tini|igi« It is my dank tia l whMm Itopbiiink 
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It was ornamented with innumerable cSiarmillg 
creepers ; it was adorned with groves bMUtifiou 
in their sylvan bowers. It resounded with the 
sweet tinklings of the anklets of the Gojia 
maidens moving about with milk-pots on their 
heads : it thrilled with the joyous Uughter 
of merry boys driving cattle to^ their pensL 
With the bellowing of the cows, with the sweet 
silvery sounds of the bells tied round the neoks 
of the calves, with the smell of milk, butter 
and ghee^ it breathed a celestial fragrance. In 
this charming land of beauty and bliss, the 
child daily grew up as the idol of the land of 
Surasenaka. ^ 

His childhood, however, passed thi^ugh 
many a crisis. He was once attacked with a 
fatal ^sease, but he miraculously escaped. 
His poet-biographers thus describe it in 
own poetical way : — 

*‘Wbile they were thus living in OokoJat 
Futana, the cmld-killer,^ taking up Kraihnd 


iHe of Ookulo im the origiiial oxie. In ono piasa flirt* 
fiiui, Vi^n Ptfvn, Chapter OOtli 
mmt the OoraedSiaiia hill eSjeoent to the hart St HUl 
Hodem Goknlo ie moBj mitee e# liwa flO 
gihom win 


tianvrtsa&a BsHfimh VMsrt 1| Art 
rt a Mrt la rte Xrtaisfata rta rtt kfl. iNIrt 
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■deep at mght, gave him her breast to sack. 
And vrhatever child is sucked by Putana at 
night dies instant^, having its limbs wearied 
and exhausted, j^t Krishna, laying hold of 
tlm Inreast of Putana with two han^, sucked it 
with such a violence that he drained off her 
Bfe ; and the terrible Putana, roaring aloud 
and giving way in every point, fell dead on the 
ground. Hearing her cries, the prople of 
W)kula got up in great alarm. The^ saw 
putana ^ng on the earth with Krishna in her 
arms. ^ Snatching up Krishna, Jasada waved 
;4ivefr him a cow-tail brush to guard him against 


^Moribed aa saoli. The Harivau8a> however, calls her the 
littrae of Eauaa, bat the Vagavata oalla her a fearful demo- 
neaa Tsdina Parana deaorlbea her simply as a child killer. 
Prom a simple child-killer in the Yiihnu Parana, Part V., 
Chapter V., die is turned into a bird and a narae in the Hari» 
fanaa, Tlahnu Parva, Chapter 62nd. She then tama oat to 
be a terrible gianteaa and a fearfol demoness in tbe Vagavata, 
Skanda X., Chapter VI. It is very difficult to say definitely 
nhet the aathoii of the Puranas really meant by Patana» 
IMiixa meana a kind of bird, and again Putana meanan 
hertritf ehUdren.'li diaeaae. In the Harivanaa, Chapter 

114 ew had it distinetly mentioned that at the tiate 
adien Knahna waa born, Vrindavaaa was infested ivi^i 
„fa|!UpB klnda of fearful ]bMa. Again In oae of our ,g^bsit 
laadWaet.qpmilp Saml^ we find ip itp 
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«vil, while Nanda placed dried oow-dtmg pon- 
der over his head.”* 

A few months after, he met with another 
very serious accident. One dav 3'asoda left 
him asleep underneath a waggon, but the child 
soon awoke and cried for breasts. Finding his 
mother away, he began to kick up his feet. 
Thus struck his feet against the whe^ of the 
waggon. He was endued with such extra- 
ormnary strength that the waggon was im- 
mediately overturned, and all the pots and pans 
were upset and broken. All the people came 
and ^ exclaiming, “Alas 1 Alas 1” 'Nanda 
hurriedly took him up on his lap, and Jasada 
offered worship to the broken pots and pans 
and to the overturned waggon with card% 
flowers, fruits and unbruised grainB.f 

A few months more passed away. The 
child was one day lymg on the grem grsas, 
smiling sweetly and giving inexpresrible jayi 
to all the Gopa mudens add matrons that were 


Hutra, Chapter 27th and 87tb, that Fntana it a ftafeAU 
ohiUns's dUeam. The last infeienoe we have ad oHii. 
e Viehnu Paiaii^ Ftrt V., Chapter V. 
f VaganrtakSkaiida X, CAuptar 2Mh Mgrs fhSfe XiUhaf 
eaa testa noatha wfaaa this iasidaDt twA pbea I^tlM 

Biiitwaaa«bi^s«rtaaia(althawactaa piset^ iHdi 

atValaas. * 
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dtting around him. A fearful bird suddenly 
penned upon him and carried him away in 
its talons.* A great uproar was made ; the 
women shrieked, the ^ys roared ; the men 
rashed out with clubs and sticks, but the 
bird soared higher and higher, till at last 
it was seen to drop. It fell onl^ a few 
yards firom the spot from which it carried 
away the child. Men, women and children 
ran towards the place ; they saw that the bird 
was dead, but the child was safe, holding tight- 
ly its long throat and lying on its soft feathery 
toeast.t 

Thus passed his childhood through many 
serious crises. Nanda and his peopk became 
more and more cautious to keep him out of 
harm’s way. They had undertaken a very 
aerioos and solemn task ; they had to protect 
and bring up the saviour of their country. As 
tame wore on, they more and more seriously 
felt the weight of the responsibility that lay on 
their head. 


• Vagante Bkanda Z., Ofaaptar S6th laya tbat Zriihaa 
^HUi due jmt old wliai tliis incidonfc took place. 

f Tliai itory knot Consd in the Vishnu Parana or in the 
ttafivama. U k nsentloned only m the VagaTala» gfcandn 
X, Cluster VQ. It says that thk bird was a "devon nak^ 
Vfrtaikar^aiorwk ^ 
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When the child was yet in its first year, 
the great priest of the Vrisni race, Gargs, 
one day secretly came to Gokula ;^ and 
there did he secretly perform the initiatory 
rites* of the two boys, — ^namety the son of 
Bohini and that of Devaki. He named the 
former Kamaf and the latter Krishna. Having 
done all that was necessary, he as secretly 
returned to Mathura.^ 


« If our readers are curious to learn what tort of cereiBO- 
niea these initiatory rites were, we would refer them to that 
celebrated Sauikrit work called the Kal'pa Butta* This work 
is divided into three parts, namely (1) (B) 

Gfijhya Sutra and (3) Samayanacharika Sutra* The first 
contains the accoanti of all the principal Saeriflose (Tagmaa), 
the lecond, all rites that were performed on a mati from his 
birth to death and the third, the rules of Brahmaohar^ 
(soholastio life), daily prayers &o. These three works wsre 
written or compiled immediately after the death of Bhfiehna. 
They are therefore the beat history of the sooia], religious 
and politioal state of India of, that age. The MalpaBu$m 
has been tranelsted and inoorporated in the Samd Ba9h$ tf 
iht East, edited by Frofeeaor Max Muller. 

t jU usnsl Baaia had many other name^ such ne Vahii- 
fims, Baladem, Sankarsann Be., Ac* Krishna hi! 
Imn^ed and eight names. 

t The Harifnnsi does not meatM tho pstfonnasne el 
iilia|hiitiiU »7 ritsa hy Qurga, 
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Eki8H1!Ia daily grew up and soon learnt 
ta walk. He was extremely handsome in 
person and beautiful in appearance.'^ He 
was endued with extra-ordinary physical 
staiangth and supernatural energy ; his 

A Tht general idea is that the oompleiion of Erishna waa 
t^laica* The idea has arisen from the fact that the meaning 
of the word "Erishna* is "black." But from the oarefnl 
awdr of the Poranas and the Mahavaratat we find his com- 
||eiS0A was far from being "black." At the time when he 
Wpi honit the Aryans were a golden race. The eriguud 
0M0or of their complexion had not then undergone any 
ehaogOf thongh the climate of the plains of India had already 
hogmi to tsU npon it A few had already been bom who were 
not na golden aa the reat, and amongst them we might place 
EriAot* Arjnlli^ Dranpadi and othera. All theae pcopln 
wm Sriahna (black) in contradistinction to othen 

who were all golden In complexion. It clearly signifiee that 
mtn of onoh eomiflexion were then very rare amengat the 
Atiyana. An complexion of Erishna wee not "Wacki" bmt 
M l&e the colour of **the newly bndded blade of gtaai^''^ 
^hldhlaihxtflfaldiiinggoldwiiihn mry faint btfUiaiiay «f 
tdne* Ethhiii tlto manna "Aaohitad.'* 
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aprightlineBs was phenomenal and his mem- 
ment was extreme. His merry laughter 
thrilled through the village, and his sweet 
words charmed its every hei^. 

The little ELrishna became the cynosure 
of all eyes. All the boys and girls of Gk>knla 
were slowly drawn towards him ; they forgot 
their play-mates, — their brothers and msteis,— • 
nay even their own parents. To live with 
him, to play with him and to pass their tisoe 
with him were their greatest joy. Early at 
the dawn of day, even i^en the sun had not 
appeared on the horizon, they all rose from 
their beds and ran to the door of Nsnda'kt 
house : and as soon as he came leaping fbr- 
ward to meet them, they took hold of his 
hands and ran away with him to play. 

He was not only the beloved of the bc^ 
and the girls, but all the men and the won^ 
of Qokula, both young and old, loSed him 
more than their own children. Th^ kttesr 
not why they felt for him such nnoscwl 
iaon knew not why they grew so frcpf 

of him. with the birth <j( Kridmis hwi 
porvaded the atmosphere of G<dEoU ; fttp 
M he grew up, a great change tam 

•ilsnilj eSme upcm we people. 
%»^lov«imsinettMr mme than they did Mnit 
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Dispates and dissensions disappeared, and 
happiness reigned in every house.* 

Krishna was here, there and everywhere. 
Now he was amongst the calves pulling them 
by the tails : now he was on the top of the 
tree, imitating the sweet notes of the birds. 
Now he was dancing on the lawn to the great 
delight of the maidens ; now he was running 
amidst the heaps of ashes and fifth to the 
great consternation of the matrons, f The 
over-sprightliness of little Krishna filled Jasada 
with great alarm : the boy ran dashingly 
amongst the wild bulls and vicious cows. He 
ran after ferocious wolves and rabid Jackals ; 


« 111 the Vagavita, Skanda X., Chapter XIII., Slokaa 
86-87, Valadeya, marking this wounderful manifestation of 
lore in Vrindarana, sajs, — "What wonder is this f Am 
the lore of the Gokola people formerly increased daily for 
SLriah&a, ao it does now for their own children. Hy mind 
nliO is full of lore for them. What is this ifaya (illusion) f 
f It appears that Krishna’s conduct was not abore all 
conqdiints. We find in the Yagarata, Skanda X., Chapter 
VIU., a deputation of Gokula women waited upon Jasada 
with a long list of grieranoei and complaints against him. 
this is what they said,— *'Yoar boy sometimes lets loose the 
oalres when they should be kept tied. If we reproach him^ 
halaui^s and runs away. Idke a thief he sometimei e^ 
up our onrd and milk. What he cannot eat, he girea away 
totimmonkegfu.*’ 
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he got on the top of the tallest trees, and 
thence jumped down into the rushing currents 
of the Jcmuna. He had a thousand and one 
hair-breadth escapes. Though the loving eyes 
of Jasada, — ^nay of all the women of Gokula, — 
were upon him, yet they could not keep him 
out of the path of danger. To keep him quiet 
iu one place was as impossible to them as to 
stop the rolling and foaming currents of the 
river that rolled by their village. Not to speak 
of loving Jasada, the hearts of all the Gk^la 
women were in a continuous trepidation for 
his sake. They could not attend to their 
household duties. 

One day Jasada got tired of watching him. 
She ran after him, and after catching him^ 
she tied a strong rope round his waist. Then 
i^agging him near a wooden mortar,* she 
tied the other end of the rope to it and kept 
him fastened there. 

When she went away to look after her 
house-hold duties, Hrishna tried to extrioato 
himself from the long rope tied roimd hia 
waist. In his attempt to do it, he begau to 

* ThcM mortar* were made of the tranb of Wg tattf. 
Tbay were thaped like the letter X., one aide being Ang ent 
tOBialnalielein whieb grains were pnt and tiiaii gensM 
Itgr along wooden peetl^. These nwrtai* were gei i a r a By one 
aanii4aad a bett in waigbt. 
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drag the heavy mortar after him. It fell on 
its side and then rolled after him till it stuck 
&st athwart two Anuna* trees. He palled 
the rope with all his might, and soon were 
tlm two big trees uprooted ; they then fell 
with a tremendous noise. 

Hearing the cracking noise, the inhabitants 
of Vraja came to see what the matter was. 
They saw the two huge trees with broken 
branches and stems lying on the ground and 
boy stuck between them with a long roM 
t%htened round his waist. He was laugh- 
ing ; — t he was a stranger to fear.| 

# These trees are generally ef small size. They are 
called in Bengali and English Kuruchif in Latin Wri^hHa 
tmUrdyMtnirica, 

t Vishnn Purana, Part V., Sec. VI. 

% The Puraaas say that these two trees were in fact two 
ccftesdal beings otXLed Jakshat, who were eonyerted into trees 
by a oarse|<— « state from which they were relieved by Krishna, 
the incarnation of Vishnn, who broke down these two trees 
in his childhood4 

The Vagamta, Skanda X., Chapter IX., Sloku SSI-8S 
aayi s— **These two trees in their previous life were the two 
eens ef Knyera (the god of wealth). For theb great prideitliiOf 
wave eonyerted into trees by the corse of Nsrads. They were 
anneA Balaknyera and Xanigriyn. Both of them wweyety 
hOtidOQitw.’' TheVaggyits says it required meny pieoee ii 
topes beISfeJhjSeAn could bind All the Potiesi iiyr 

that beeanse he eras thus bound, he waa eallei 




CHAPTER Vn 

KRISHNA IN THE VRINDAVANA 

Ok account of the appearance of Futana 
and Brinavarta, and of the over-turning of the 
waggon and the up-rooting of the trees, the 
mind of Nanda was filled with misgivings. The 
elders took these circumstances with alarm ; 
they considered them as evil omens. The 
thought of leaving Gtokula and looking for 
some other forest for their habitation and pas- 
ture-j^ond was uppermost in eveiy one's 

Twt nn 

When such was the state of the mind of the 
Gbkula people, something happened which 
hastened the departure of j^he Gk>paa from their 
raoient abode. Hundreds of ferocious wolTes 
infested the forest. They made great havodks' 
amongst the calves, and grew to be an Intole^ 
We pest.*^ The whole country was filled with 

e XM* itory Is f(mnd only In the VUifiim 

(Smyter 64ith. }t rons to the ef(eet thit in to 
Silce the Oopse to the hesntifol YrhidATOiie, 
etttf mSM ihete 
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ihem, and their depredations left the Gopas eft- 
other alternative than to leave Gokola and 
seek some other pasture-ground. 

One day they all met together and thus 
addressed their chief : — “We cannot any 
longer remain in this place. Let us gg to some 
other part of the forest. Many evil omens 
tiireaten us here with destruction. Let us 
leave this place and go to the FnruJavano.”* 
Nanda replied, “If you consider that we must 
leave Vraja to^y, then ask all to get ready at 
once. Let them not make any delay.”! 

So the order was passed. A great com- 
motion broke out all over the village, and 
jcmparations were being made everywhere, 
^e well-fed bulls were soon yoked to the 
waggons ; the tents were pulled down and the 
eanvas-sheds were rolled up into bundles. Pots 
and pans were plaKied on the waggons and the 
ohildieh, the old and the infirm, took their seats 
•on them. Concha and trumpets were blown, 
ai^ the kine and the calves were brought out 


• VagiivttU mya that one wise old 
Upmoiidm qpqlM IhoM wotdi to (laado, but tbe VMwi 
IPmra or fiotifuiM does not mo&tioa any maba. Viihiiii 
h m mr , my$ that Tjnmhnm waa atleeiid by 
iMithva UiAaUe 

t tiate Fhrasa. Sob. fla 
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of the pens. The Gopa maidens, clad in TarioiiB 
coloured clothes and adorned with beautiful 
ear-rings, walked with milk-pots on their 
heads. They passed out of Gk>kula in rows, 
singing their sweet and melodious rural songs.* 
The wpas, — young and old, — armed with 
various weapons, drove before them the flocks 
of kine and calves, while their priests followed 
them chanting the hymns. 

Soon did they leave behind them their 
once happy and beautiful Gokula. It became 
then filled with crows, dogs, jackals and wolves. 
All its life and beauty being gone, it looked 
like a dreary desert. 

Slowly did they move on, resounding all 
the forest with their shouts, with the thruling 
sounds of their trumpets, with their songs, and 
with their merry peals of laughter and aproagri- 
ons jokes, till at last they arrived at the beautt- 
fol wood of Vrindcmma. .There did they stop 
placing their waggons in the form of a 
oceBoent.t Within that semi-circle, proteotod 
on three sides by theb heavy waggons, they 
drove in their catue. 

* This dwe rip t i on it tekm from VisIumi ParMMitftst 
Sm. VL, BstlTMiaa, VUm Paro, Oh^tir SMli, Sai 

t y!tahBstaMn,ZMT.f>iaVl. 
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tRie men at once began to oat down the 
trees with their axes, and the women to cleanse 
the grotinds with their broomsticks. Tents 
were pitched and canvas-sheds were raised 
pots and pans were taken down from the 
wsf^^s, and fires were lit all over the place. 
The forest which had been echoed only with 
the melodious notes of the birds was now 
resound^ with the shouts of the Gopas. The 
wild animals fled in feai*, the beautiful stags 
and the gentle deer looked up in wonder ; the 
peacocks wildly shrieked and the birds flew 
away &om their nests.* 

Nanda and his clan soon settled down in 
ttoir new home, and when night stepped in, 
inlence slowly pervaded the atmosphere. 


• Barivinu, VUlmu Pmt«, Ohaptw 65th. 




CHAPTER Vm 


FIGHT WITH KALIYA 

In the latter end of the summer the GopM 
came to the Vriniavana,* and the rainiy aeaaon 
soon set in. The two boys, Rama and Ki'iohrt* 
along with innumerable other Gopa boys, 
went out to tend the cattle. When the shade 
evening fell oyer the forest, when the SRU tolled 
down the horizon gilding the leaves of the ^ose 
with glittering gold, they iShen blew^thdbr 
pipes, collected their cattle, and winj^ back 
their steps towards their home, singing in cho- 
rus the sweetest song that was ever in 

the solitude of a wild forest. 

But the Frindovana was not as free from 
danger as it was charming and beautiful. iSiie 
best part of it was infested by the wild 

^ I' I ' II ■>■■■■■ I .1-111 .-I ■ i l l I N I ■■ II m ill* ^ 

• VUhMl Pitnu. Fait V., See. VI., aad 
V^ikaeltwtfBiOhapMreSth aay that Kriihaa wat ia » i fc ' iy |aM 
fliaia eiMn ha aaoM te Ota VHirfmaa. bat 

wlilaaliaxn^ 
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whose chief, Kaliya,* ruled over a vast tract. 
It also abounded in various kinds of ferocious 
animals. Thus the Gopas were neither undis- 
turbed, nor secure ia their new home. They 
were always in great fear of the fierce Nagas 
and the more fearful wild beasts. But the 
wonderful boy who was daily blazing up 
amongst them like a mass of fire soon came to 
their rescue.f 

When he saw that his beloved parents, 
his dear playmates, his fellow-men and women 
were all troubled by the wild animals and the 
fierce Nagas, he resolved to rid the forest of 
all its pests.| 

One day when he went out to tend the 

41 All the Furanas mention tbii Naga, bat tbej detoribe 
lum u a **inake.'’ We tball qnote later on some pamges 
from the Viihau Parana which will show that we are juttified 
in rejeoting the theory that he was a "enake.* 

f In HariTinsa, Viahnn Paira, Chapter I3th, the Gopas 
■a 7 #-**Tkrough your favour thia entire Gopa aettlemeiit has 
been rid of aU iti enemies and made a blessed region.* 

^ Vishnn Pursna and llarivanaa mention two wild 
^wimaltf namely if fifAta, a bull, and Knhint a horse, whioh 
KwiAnm. killed before he left Vrindivani for Mathura. Bot 
tlie Vagavata efisaka of the destmotion of five othera, nama^ 

re«fa,aeali; KsiNb « onn«i « mke. SamAUamm* 
niiiMia,aadJBMid» *9 Aran. We have not deaoAafi Is 
I^Woi^tfaedealroiolfoa of uqr wild anhaala hf gfStkm 
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cattle, he secretly slipped away from his com- 
panions and boldly walked into the Naga settle- 
ment.* He challenged the Naga chief to a 
single combat. A fierce encounter ensued, and 
the delicate boy of nine beat the stalwart, black 
Naga. The noise brought out all the wildmen 

We shall, therefore, quote one short passage fiom Vishna 
Purana, Part V., Sec. XIV. 

**006 evening whilst Krishna was engaged in the RobHa 
dance, the demon Arithta, disguised as a bull, came there 
striking terror into the hearts of all. Being seized with fear 
on seeing that dreadful bull, the cow-herds and their femalee 
<rried out, 'Krishna ! Krishna I' — Krishna then shouted and 
slapped his arms in defiance. When the demon heard his 
voice, he turned upon his challenger • and fixing his ejes and 
pointing his horns at the belly of Krishna, he run fnrioudy 
upon him. Krishna did not stir a single pace^ but, sailii^ 
in sport and derision, he awaited the approach of the ^ull, 
He then seized him and held him by the horns, whilst he 
pressed his sides by his knees. He then wrung bis throat as 
if it were bnt a piece of wet cloth. Then tearing off one of 
the horns, he beat the dreadfnl demon with it until he died 
vomiiting blood.” 

e The Foranas have described BUliya u a fearful anakur 
hting at the bottom of a lake. They aay that Kridhaa dIfid 
down and fought with him. Harivansa, Vishnu Plsa^ 
Chapter dTth, aaya— 'Situated only two miles north el Iho 
Oopa iMtUement, there was an extenaive lake.'* Vngavalar 
^ttiinda Chapter XVl, Sloka 6, 
iPMAkk* ti ttw KaVuSi (/tmumaj." 
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from their huts. They stood gazing in won- 
der at the extraordinary boy who was fighting 
with their powerful chief. 

Here in the forest the Gopa boys, missing 
thdir beloved Krishna, ran to the spot whence 
the uproar came. When they saw what Krishna 
was after, they were seized with great alarm. 
They ran back to their homes as quickly as 
their legs could carry them, screaming all the 
way, “Krishna has foolishly jumped into the 
lake of the Kaliya Naga.”* 

His biographer then addf, — ^“Hearing 
these words which appeared to them as the 
bursting of thunder, the Gopas and their wives, 
with Jasada at their head, proceeded in all speed 
towards the lake. ‘Alas I where is Krishna 
gonel’ they cried. Being greatly bewildered 
and terrified, Jasada and the other Gopa 
women ran in all possible haste. The mighty 
Hama and the Gopa chief Nanda and the 
other Gopas all soon came to the bank of the 
Jarmna, and there they saw him surrounded 
by fbe innumerable Nagas. Nanda and Jasada 


* This ia •qootatioa from Virimu Fonia. The Tenua 
u heve elnady laid, have deaeribed Kalijm aa a aadka 
thter bettwa of a lake. 

't ViAim Fanaa, JPWt V, Bee. VII. 
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were frightened out of their wits. The wives of 
the other cow-herds, stricken with grief, wept 
aloud.” 

But in the meanwhile Krishna had thrown 
the great Naga chief down on the ground. He 
had pressed him to the earth and stood on his 
prostrate body. The Naga had fainted, and 
his life was at his victor’s mercy. Seeing their 
great chief thus discomfited by a mere boy, — 
nay a child, — the Nagas in great consternation 
fled in all directions. Their women, struck 
with awe, came trembling and weeping to 
Krishna with their folded hands. They fell on 
their knees and entreated him to spare the life 
of their chief. Krishna smiled and allowed the 
half dead Naga to rise. He spared his life, but 
he commanded him to leave the forest at onoe^ 
He readily obeyed and left FW’nciavomflt that 
very day with all his people.’**' 


a It is Sitremely difficult to xntko out what the authorf 
of tho PtmiaM really neant bj Kriaftna’a combat with ^ijai^ 
It is capable of three interpretationa, nameSj 

(a) That he really killed a yery daogerous anake that 
w ri e e fe ed the witerc of the Yamuna, 

(h) Thai he fought with the chief of the wildrihea aid 
drowa him from the Yriodayaiia. 

<r) That it la an allegory algaifyiag that Kriahaa yrhc Wf| 
mi hmarealieii of Qod enbdeed the infleeace of Kalya mhl^ 
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Hifl bioCTapher continues, — “When the 
Naea had departed, the cow-herds received 
baw Krishna as one risen from the dead. They 
embraced him and bathed his forehead with 
tears of joy.”* 

They were all filled with great astonish- 
ment at the undreamt-of exploit of the wonder- 
ful boy. They felt an undescribable awe and 
respect for him. From that day that little boy 
virtually became their guide, leader and chief. 

We have rejected the fint and the third theoriea and 
accepted the lecond. If Ealiya were really a anake» the 
Punnai would have deacribed thii affair exactly in the way 
they have deacribed the deitruction of the other animali by 
Kriahna. They would not have made Kaliyt a anake-god 
and given him human ahape, features, apeech &o. Vishnu 
Furami Fart V., Sec. Vll., Mys,’->‘*He was surrounded by 
many other snakes and hundreds of serpent nymphs, adorned 
With rich ornamenta, whose ear-rings glittered with brflliancy 
as the wearers moved along." The Vagavata, Skanda X., 
Chapter XVL, says,— **His (Kaliya’s) wives came to him 
with dishevelled hair and diiordered clothes." 

And again if it were auch a aublime allegory, the anthors 
of the Poranu would have put it in the later period of 
Sriahna’a life when he was acknowledged to be Ood, insteed 
of at a period when he was but a boy, and when none knew 
what atnfl he waa made of. We believe, therefore, that the 
trhble was eimply hla euooeeaf ul eaoomiter with a ttmg 
lviM<aiaii. 

a Viahau Parana, Part V., See. VIL 



CHAPTER IX 


SPORTS IN THE FOREST 

One day Krishna desired to hold a grand 
picnic* in the beautiful forest which was then 
in its greatest luxuriance. Early in the morn- 
ing he rose from his bed and awoke his mother. 
He asked for his clothes, his horn, his pipe ; 
he wished to go away to tend ^ the kine. 
Loving Jasada put on his head a beautiful 
crown made of peacock's plumes ; she placed 
round his neck a garland of wild flowers. His 
arms were decked with ornaments made of 
glass beads and corals, his feet were adorned 
with the anklets that tinkled as he went along. 
A long yellow sheet hang from his shoulders 
down to his knees and a piece of cloth was 
girded round his loins.t .He was charmingly 


* Vishnu Porsna and Hariranea do not record the pieaic» 
bat they describe the sports. It is only the yagafita wlH«dl 
■sya that Krishna held a grand picnic in theJbrest. 

t The lovely appearaaoe of Kriabns of Vrindanm li 
known all ever India. His imsge may be aepn in inaniaivahle 
teipplea All the Peranae describe him at tmclb 0te 
^ Vglpei^ l^nda Zv Chapter ZI., fitohai 5A 
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handsome, and beautiful was his enchanting 
robe. His noble and lovely appearance as he 
'was seen in>the Yriudavana has come down to 
us from generation to generation through many 
hundreds of years, but it is still as fresh in the 
memory of India as it was three thousand five 
hundred years ago in the Gopa settlement in 
the forest of Mathura. 

Awaking the boys and blowing his horn, 
he came out of the 'village, and hundreds of 
lovely boys hastened after him with horns, 
whips and pipes in their hands. They brought 
together thiir calves and kine ; and mingling 
them ■^th those driven by Krishna, they 
merrily went on, — some dancing, some singing, 
and oAers playing on their pipes. 

As they passed through the settlement, 
hundreds o^retty girls ran up to the doors of 
their huts. Imey lo^ed at the procession with 
feelings of joy and admiration. Fond Jasada 
with tears in her eyes stood at the threshold 
of her house gazing at Krishna as long as he 
remained in nght. She stood there mentally 
fnaying for his side reinm. 

When at last the boys r^hed the pasture- 

K md, they let loose their cattle to gme, 
y theh bM^ to play, sport and mlio 
ahdttt Some.&noed with Ike peaoooks, some 
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pl&yed on their pipes ; some sang with the 
Dees, some imitated the sweet notes of the 
KohUas : some ran after the shadows of the 
birds that flew along the sky, some walked 
whirling about, mimicking the slow and 
majestic motion of the swan, and some pulled 
the monkeys by the tail, and with them leaped 
from bough to bough. The whole forest thus 
rolled in a sea of joy and merriment with their 
hearty laughter and joyous shouts. Krishna 

f flayed with them all. Those hundreds of 
oving boys loved him with all the love they 
felt in their innocent little heartift And so 
equally flowed the wonderful love dt that 
wonderful boy that one and all of them were 
individually conscious that Krishna loved him 
the best.* 

At last the boys gathered together and 
stood round their beloved leader, ^ey sang 
in chorus joining their sweet strains with 
those of their friend and mde. When Krishna 
sang, the whole foresc was filled with a 
celestial cadence. The deer stood spell-bdand, 
the peacock danced, the birds lay ^uiet <m 
the trees, — all stood enchanted as his swdet 
vt&oo thrilled through the air, riring hdgher 


f lUa iiii rl^ti Ba ii Wcra from ttoVagwSti.-BfcMMIs 
3L, Hup t w X IL, B lotaw 14. 
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and higher till all seemed to be a sea of 
bliss.* 

He then took up his ever sweet pipe and 
played on it some of his favourite tunes. Its 
sweet notes rent the air, enchanting all the 
birds and beasts. It pierced through the 
higher and higher strata of the atmosphere. 
In the distant Gopa settlement, the men raised 
their heads and listened to it, the women gave 
up their household duties, the maidens felt 
an undescribable uneasiness in their minds, and 
the little gif Is began to da«ce with its music, t 

When the sun passed the meridian, 
Krishna took the boys to the beautiful banks 
of the Jcmuna. There did they all sit down 
to their homely luncheon. They talked, they 
laughed, they made themselves merry as 
they ate on. Some of them said, ‘‘O Rama, 
O Krishna, there is a nice palmyra grove 
olose by. The trees are loaded with ri]^ fruits, 
the smell of which perfumes the air. Hut the 
grove is infested by an wild ass. None could 


* In Ul the Puniui, in the Herimta, and alio in the 
ICidwfanta, Kriahna ia held to be one of the beat and the 
gtestaet aongatere and muaioiani of hie age. He wee a 
gaeioi in mnaio, aa he wma in everything elae. 

t HiepbiTiiigointhepipeiBOtteof theineidenta ofhieMlb 
that it known even to a child in India. 
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venture near it. We like very much to taste 
some of these fruits ; will you try to get us 
some 

Rama and Krishna rose and went to the 
palmyra grove. It was but a moment’s task 
for the very powerful Rama to kill the brute. 
He caught hold of its hind legs and hurled it 
round till it was dead. They then secured 
many fruits and came back to their play- 
mates. 


* Vishnu Purina does not mention my nimep, but the 
VigaTiti sijs the boys, named Sudama, Suvala and others^ 
■poke of the fruits to Bama and Krishna. HtrsransSf how- 
ever, says that it was Krishna himself who proposed to get 
them. 



CHAPTER X 


THE GREAT BANIAN TREE 

Thebe was a very gigantic Banian tree in 
one part of the forest.* In their rambles the 
boys discovered it one day, and since then it 
became the chief place of their meeting. When 
meny and playful, they played and sported 
underneath its extensive shade, and when tired 
and fatigued, they rested and slept under this 
grand sylvan canopy. 

It stood covering a very large space of 

C :nd. It stood with many out-spreading 
oheB,each of which had sent down innumer- 
able off-shoots to the ground. Beautiful orchids 
of various charming colours hang from its oveiv 
hafi^iig boughs ; creepers in flowers ran up 
entwining its branches ; ferns in delightflu 
groups near and about its stupendous 
trunx. wild flowers in all the colours of 
the rainbow filled the air with their sweet 

*****' " '■ 

« niiglgftiitie B«aiaB tr«e hat bm oaUad ^ all th* 
tiM grM It waa oertaUa/ a ?«r]r 
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fragrance. Birds from within its dense foliage 
sent forth their sweet melodious notes, — it was 
an exquisite sylvan bower which Nature had 
made with all the arts that She alone possessed.’*^ 
Underneath this grand tree, Krishna with 
his play-mates daily held various sports. Thejr 
were exceedingly delightful, exciting and enti- 
cing, and drew innumerable boys from far and 
near. Whoever came was heartily welcomed 
by Elrishna and his companions, and as time 
wore on, hundreds multiplied into thousands 
that followed Krishna as shadow follows the* 
substance.! 

Their sports were various. Sometimes, 
they wrestled and sometimes they boxed ; now 

« Thif deflcription ii taken from the Harivaoia, Viihttu 
Parva, Chapter 67th. 

t The Puranai do not nj that other boji beatdee the 
cow-herdi uied to come and join in the iporte organized by 
Kriahaa. But by a careful •tudjT'Of them all, we have opeie 
to ihe doiidution that luoh was the cate. Our reader! wUI 
Sod in this Chapter that one Pralamba was kilM by fiMha« 
He Caihe and joined in theaport, though his prm&9ic$ waS 
aet ttotieed^ tf outsiders were not la the habit of oostlit tO 
the iportA Pralamba would aot have been ibl# to peas aa* 
observed b^ at least SSriehaa, whokaew all his pIlQNStotoStold 
all thh coMieid bops of the Vriadaviaa by imtoS. Vs|Sk 
itola«tewdiS:vOluiptor XVUL, 8Ua mt§ 

Ihsi Irlsim amrlBid hto preseime 4^ 
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they threw BtoneB and now they fought with 
the wildest bull that was in their flock. Some- 
times they held competitions in running, jump- 
ing and riding, and sometimes in swimming, 
rowing and diving. Often did Krishna divide 
the boys into two parties and organise a battle 
with all the requisites of war.* But they 
never fought in anger and vengeance and 
never feu out amongst themselves. No ill 
will was ever bred in that land of love and 
amity, t 

♦ Viihnu Parana, Part V., Sec. IX, laya,— "Thoie two 
bigblj powerful brother! engaged in exercises, in swinging 
upon the bought of trees, in boxing and wrestling and in 
hulling stones." 

Harinnsa, Vishnu Parva, Chapter 72nd, says,— 'Those 
two lion-like heroes cheerfully engaged in various aoits of 
fights snd warfare with the cow-herd boys.’* 

Vugavita, Bkandt X., Chapter XVllI., says,— ''Bama 
and Srifitna engaged themselyes sometimes in walking, 
aometUnes in throwing atones, sometimes in dragging one 
anefiier ind sometimee in wrestling.” 

Onr readers will find later on that when Krishna became 
the great Prince of Mathura and Dwarka, he raised a great 
army from amongst these boys. In the great battle of 
IHurnkthetrs, these Gopa warriors, who were known by the 
nniae of SamapMa$, were the ablest soldiers and the^gfiit«> 
wgkhmss. 6eelIalmvanita,tdjogtPgfet,(niaptffVt^ 
t Sna Viriinn Pnrana, Phrt V., fine, IK. 
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One of his biographers goes on to say, — > 
*‘One day having seen Krishna and Bams 
thus engaged in sports, the Asurs Fralamba 
came there in the guise of a cow-herd boy with 
the intention of stealthily carrying them off 
into the deepest part of the forest where he 
could easily murder them. That chief of the 
Asuras, assuming a human shape, mixed with 
the boys unobserved and unsuspected."* 

“The boys were then playing at the game 
of leaping like deer, — two and two together. 
Krishna was matched with Sudama, and Barns 
with Fralamba. The rest were matched with 
the other boys, and they all went leaping 
along, two and two toother. Krishna and 
Bama beat their respective adversaries. Then 
according to the rules of the play, the defeated 
boys began to carry their victors on their 
shoulders. They had thus to go for a certain 


^Bioept thii Pnlamba and Kalijaf all tb# other trea- 
tnrea that Kriihna and Rinu killed in the Vrindamiia liivt 
been diatinctlj deaoribed in the Puranaa aa #tld a nh n a li. 
Bnt Fmlhaaba haa been deacribed aa an Atura. and Ea%a an 
a AB the Oiientd acholara now agree in aaging tM 

the BnnanBi Aeoraa, Vagaa of the Pamnai were but 
Ihngfindtinepeofleaof India who were driTen awaj bgrthiie 
iMi^^lmdaKi. Pldhuahn* therefore evidently baltthgid «» 
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number of times from the starting-place to the 
great Banian tree. When they were thus 
playing» Pralamba with Kama on his shoulders 
attempted to run away into the deep forest. 
“O Krishna,” cried Hama, “I am carried off by 
a villain disguised as a cow-herd boy. Tell me, 
what should I do.” Krishna laughed and said, 
“Do away with the villain by battering out 
his brains.” No sooner were those words 
uttered, than Rama pressed Pralamba with his 
knees, and striking him on the head and face 
with his fists, he beat out his eyes and 
battered his brains down. Vomitting blood, 
Pralamba fell on the ground and died.”* 


* The ParaniB describe many other encounters of Krishna 
with many other Asurts, described as birds and beasts. For 
fear of repetition, wo do not describe them. 



CHAPTER XI 


THE INDRA YAGMA 

The rains had been over ; and the autumn 
with its clear, beautiful and bright sky appeared. 
The people of Vraja were, as usual, making 
grand preparations for their great annud 
festival. It was a Sacrifice in honour of Indra, 
their national God.’*' 


« Indra-worship ii the lateat feature of the Vedic roligion. 
Indra waa not originally the ohief God of the Aryani. In 
the earlier Rika of the Big-Veda, his nane ii hardly met with. 
Varuna waa then the chief God. The Greek CTranui and 
the Vedic Varuna$ are evidently the tame deity. See (e) 
G rote’s Greece, VoL 1., p. 6. and (b) Oxford Buayt for 
1856, p. 41. 

TheRjg-Yeda, Mandala5, Sukta 85, Rik ], and lbld» 
mandala 1., Sukta 24, Rik 7, and glao Gloss of Sayaaaehaijyw 
oh the Big-Veda, Mandala 2, Sukta 89, Bik 3, bear ont oitr 
assertion. It appears that Indra-worihip waa not introdnood 
into India without a stroggle. In many Mantras of the 
Veda, the Very existence of Indra is doubted (Bfg-Veds^ 
2-12-5). In many Mantras an apparent alight haa been enat 
upon him (Big-Veda 1-170-3). Again In many Mlaadmib 

sure abnaed as bei^g not Indra-worahtppera <Wg-Veida» 
l^iag-i). Bat inally Indra beounO anpreme aad TmrniHi 
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Seeing them busily and anxiously engaged 
in making preparations for a great festival, 
Krishna, out of curiosity, asked the elders, 
^‘What is this ceremony that you intend to 
perform V’ They replied, “Indra is the lord of 
the clouds and water. At his bidding the 
clouds pour down water on earth, by which 

S ain is produced, and on which we and other 
ings live. It is due to this that the cows bear 
calves, and give milk, and are happy and well- 
nourished. Whereon the clouds pour water, 
the earth is neither barren of corn, nor bare 
of verdure, nor is man stricken with hunger. 
Having drunk the milk of the earth by means 
of the rays of the sun, Indra, the giver of 
water, pours it down again on earth for the 
sustenance of all the worlds. For this reason, 
kings and princes offer sacrifices to Indra at 
the end of the rainy season ; and so also do we, 
and so do other people.”* 


became onlj' a euberdiaate deity, viz. that of water. When 
Kriduia waa born, Indra wii the chief God of the Aryans, 
but it will be found that he not only ignored the Indn- 
worshipt but he lometimei denied the sanctity of the Vedaa. 
See the VagaTaU Gita, Chapter II., Slokas. 42-43. and 
also Boyal Aeiatio Sooiety'e Journal, Vol. 1., pp. 86-86, and 
Cert IT., p. 389, and Max Muller'e Bdenee of Language 
,,.908-210, 

^ e VfahmPnUai Pact V., Sec; y. 
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To them Krishna thus replied, “What have 
we tado with Indra ? Cattle and mountains 
are our gods.” Then turning to his father he 
said, “Father, we are neither tillers nor traders ; 
we are but nomads, sojourtting in the wo(^ 
and in the forests. The kine are pur main- 
stay ; therefore the hills, the forests and the 
cows are our gods. He who enjoys benefits 
from one, but worships another never obtains 
prosperity in this life or in the life to come. 
Therefore let us celebrate a great, Sacrifice in 
honour of the hill Govardhana. In this Sacri- 
fice let us feed our kine and also all the poor 
and the destitute. Let us make ourselves merry 
in every way.”* 

So profound was the love, respect and 
regard of the Gopas for Krishna that they 
silently and submissively obeyed him. At hu 
word they abandoned their forefather’s religion, 
forsook their ancient rites, and followed him to, 
the hill of Govardhana to worship Nature, t 


The speech of Erishns is almost word for word thd 
same in the Vishno Purana and Hariransa. The epeaoh I& 
the Vagavata ia more elaborate and philosophic^* We hare 
given it in brief. 

t As this story hae found place in every PQtiai% cea^ 
not lejeet it aa a fiction. It is quite erideilt that fihe'bojf 
introfinosd a throughly new religloa amengfl t|ie#afi«Mli 
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Men, women and children assembled at 
the foot of the beautiful hill, and for three 
days^ together there was nothing but merri- 
ment amongst the simple and happy nomads of 
the chiming forest of Vrindavana. Kine and 
buffaloes were killed in hundreds, t goats and 
sheep were sacrificed in thousands, milk was 
Mthered in abundance, and eatables of every 
description were collected from every part of 
that vast Gk)pa settlement.^ 

Boys and girls in merry circles danced 
hand in hand ; maidens and matrons sent forth 
their melodious voice ; the Gopas filled the 
atmosphere with their sweet songs. Drums, 

by NmiSi. Our readers will find later on that Krishna 
preached and introduced in the world the religion of — we oan 
briefly describe it as — worthipping Nature^ which is the 
visible manifestation of God, and performing Dnty^ which is 
the enjoined work of human life. His Sacrifice in hononr of 
ttjie hill end the cows was but the germ of the great religion 
that he preached in bis later life. 

* Haiivanea* Tuhnn Parra, Chapter 73rd, eaya that the 
fastlrel was continued for three days, but Vishnu Parana and 
Tigarata do not say any thing. 

t See Barinnaa, >5almu Parra, Chapter 73. 

X AU the Purania aay that when food was offered to the 
hifi, Sliiluia ate it up, althoogh the Gopu eonndtred that 
|he dh^twAhaim inili omMailaatedlQm ate ihw ^ 
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trombones and pipes were played, oonohs were 
blown, incense was burnt, nymns were chanted* 
and odes were sung, — it was a sea of merrimsnli, 
enjoyment and happiness from beginning to 
end. 

In this grand festivity Krishna was the 
central figure. He was the brilliant moon 
from which flowed the sweet and soft beams of 
bliss that played on the breast of the charming 
hill of Govardhomi. 

On the last day, the Gk>pa8 gathered their 
cattle and kine, and decorated them with all 
the art they possessed. Men, women and 
children in their gala dress, blowing thm pipM 
and beating their drums, then b^gan to 
cumambulate the great hilL Kr iahn* walked 
at the^ head of this grand and woadMrihl 
procession. It wiw a magnificent — the 

boy of ton led behind him a great uNl to a 
land of joy, comfort and bliss. 

^us did he nose the Gkmas frost Nafrm^ 
amplioity to Natme’s sublimity. Thus #d^ho 
bring in culture, civilisation and tnligiai^ 
amongri men unlettered, wild and bariwtottlk 
Thns did he introduce Heaven’t 
darkness of superstition reigned.* 

^ altar tearibiBSihSi arndy farinteoelt 
fftanagirm awsert <1 ai MtaMcttMiQf 
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It >P7as an extraordinary event, and the 
Gopas were struck with astonishment and awe. 
They thus spoke to him, '‘Seeing your powers. 
We do not look upon you as human. O 
Krishna j the women, the children and the old 


KrUlint*a raisini^ up the Govardhana hill and holding it for 
867611 days on the tip of one of his finders. It is mentioned 
aren in the Mahavarati, Sava Parva, Chapter LXI., Sloka 9. 
It aiys,— 

Bhiema, in my opinion there is nothing wonderful in 
this man’s holding for a week the Govardhana hill which is 
like an ant>hilU’* 

It is said that Indri was enraged at the slight cast upon 
him by the Gopaa thus performing a new Sacrifice. He, 
therefore, ordered bis clonds to shower on for seven days and 
nights together^ In this fearful inclemency of weather, the 
eow*herda anfferd very much. Their cows and calves died 
by hundreds. To protect them from the rains. Krishna raised 
the hilt and the Gopas took shelter under it. Indra then 
aoknof^ledged his defeat, came to Krishna propitiated him 
with an ode and want away after making friends of him. 

The Govardhana hill is still in existence \ it is not an ant- 
biU as Sisaptlm said* It is impossible to believe that a boy 
ol ten yean of age, or for the matter of that, any being in 
Imman form, could hare raieed it and held it on hia dnger. 
8«t the etory » found in every Parana, even mthellaluh 
rwata ; thei^ore we believe there ia aomethiiig in it whieh It 
.is now Impoaaihle to mke out The foUowing raggeatiottit 
iKMNeirt aaigbt be made 
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are all pleased with you. Even all the celestials 
together cannot perform the deeds you have 
done. Be you a god^ a demon, a Yaksha, a 
Gandharva, or whatever order of being you 
may, — we love and respect you, for you are our 
friend.”’**' 

Wlien they had finished, Krishna remained 
silent for some time as if greatly touched. 
Then he spoke thus to them, ‘^If you are not 
ashamed of my relationship, if I have deserved 
your praise, then what need is there thus to 
discuss about me ? If you have any love for 
me, if I merit your praise, then consider me as 
your friend. I am neither a god, nor a 

(а) it 18 possible that there was a heavy down^pour when 
the Gopas were engaged in their new sacrifice, and that by 
some means adopted by Krishna, — it might be that he dug 
out a big cave in which the nomad people with their oattle 
and kine took shelter, — they were protected in this fearful 
inclemency of weather. 

(б) It may be that it it but kn allegory aignii^ing that the 
Indra-worahlppers, finding their God alighted, attacked the 
Gopae and made an attempt to destroy their new SaCHtleei 
and that Krishna in this armed attack protected the hill on 
which the Qopas took shelter. 

Whatever it be, there ia no doubt that aoeaethhlg fCry 
exfcraordinax 7 wat done by him at this period of hid Hfn 

eTheVcgavaia saya he waaaeven yeaia dl agent 
period of hia Ufflb hot Harivania engF* he was tarn 



120 


8RIKRI8HNA 


Gaadharvtt, nor a Taksha, nor a demon. I am 
bran as your Mend, and you should not think 
'otherwise of me.”* 


* The colloquy quoted above it taken from the Vishnu 
Ptttaiia* Harivausa also a&yi that Krishna earnestly asked 
the Gopas not to ooniider him as anything else but one of 
them. He never gave himself out that he was any higher 
being than mazu In the Mahavarata, Udyaga Parva, he 
have no claim to the miraculous er supernatural. 
I can but do what is possible in a man.*’ 



CHAPTER XII 


THE GREAT DANCE 

The Autumn’s beautiful moon had lighted up 
all the blossoming trees and plants of the chann* 
ing Vrindavana. The ever pretty JamuiuA in 
silvery ripples slowly rolled on ; delicious 
breezes blew over her waves scattering the 
sweetest fragrance ; the sweet notes of the pipes 
of the Gopa boys rose higher and higher till 
all appeared to be in a sea of blissful cadence. 
Nature’s every beauty and sweetness had ftBr 
thered round on the green grassy lawns of the 
ever beautiful land of the Gopas and the 
Gk)pinis.^ All the boys and girls had assem- 
bled to join in a great dance, f which their 

* Gopini means a female Gopa. 

t The greatest poets and devotees of India have with great 
care described Srikrishna's thii great dance called the iSsahn* 
Therefore, Vrindavana and Vrindavana’s Krishna and his 
maiden eompaniona and their love, aports and daaaa^ have 
taken a de^ hold on the mind of the poofde of India. 
poetry, painting, mitaio,-*-nay religion, all breathe tide lsr% 
•po^enddaaosofthe Gopa maldena wHli their heeit’e UMi 
the ew4oriiig SrUnn of Gm Vffndavaaa. ThonMnidi el 
hooka havehsenirritten on ^ love nilhlr> and enjap^dtig to 
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beloved friend and leader Krishna had orga- 
nised to be held in that beautiful moon-lit 
night. It was not the first dance. Often did 
Krishna organise many such moon-lit feUs in 
which all the fair girls of the Vnndavana took 
the greatest pleasure in joining. They were as 
much mad after him as the boys. Each and 
every one of those innumerable pretty girls 
loved him with all the love that lay in their 
sweet, little innocent hearts. They were the 
personations of innocence and simplicity ; they 
were but the creatures of the wilds and the 
forest ; they were born in an age when the 
world had not been steeped in sin and sensua- 
lity. But they knew how to love, and they loved 
Krishna as only a woman’s heart, never touched 
by the world’s frivolity, could possibly do. 


the tiste, feelings and capacity of the different poets, it hat 
been variously described. In the Vishnu Pursnt, it is simply 
the pure love of the innocent and simple girls of the forest for 
an eaneedingly handsome, accomplished and heroic boy. It U 
aimply e great dance,— a great **Ball,'’ — ^which still exists 
among the nations of Surope. In Harivansa it is a maddening 
of youthful maidens for a young man. In the Vagavata 
itis the 4eep aentual love of passionate and sprightly girla for 
a paaaionate youth. In the Brahma-Vaivarta Purana, fk U 
froea eamalitj. Thu* the merry dancing and playfnl aporte 
ofianoeeati ^pleand loviag boya and girls Imve in lb* 
newmot lime bebnibifned into the grin^ eennialUpt 
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His biographer* says : — ^‘Seeing the cl^r 
sky, the autumnal moon, the air perfumed with 
the fragrance of the lilies, and the wood mad- 
dened with the hummings of the bees, Krishna 
desired to sport with the cow-herd girls. With 
Rama he began to sing in sweet, low strains 
and in those beautiful measures that women 
loved. As soon as they heard his song, they 
left their homes and hastened to meet him. A 
maiden gaily sang in accompaniment to his 
song ; another listened to his music with all 
attention ; one called him by name, but then 
shrank in bashfulness ; but another, bolder and 
more loving, pressed to his side.^' 

His biogr^her then goes on ‘‘Going 
among them, Krishna conciliated some with 
gentle looks and some with shaking their hands. 
As each attempted to remain close to his sidor 
the circle of the dance could not be formed. 
Therefore he took each by the hand, and 
when their eye-lids wereTslosed by the effects of 
his touch, he formed the circle. They then 
began, to dance in accompaniment to the songs 
in which they celebrated in the sweetest mdody 
the beauty pf ihe autumnal season. Krisl^iia 
sang the song of the moon and her guttle 
— ^the maidenst howeveri often (mantenl w 


e Tlslsm ISfut 8so * XUhi 




124 


SRIKRISHNA 


praise. When leading, they followed him ; 
when coming back, they met him ; whether 
he went forward or backward, they always 
followed his foot-steps.’’* 

In these dances often did Krishna slip 
away from his play-mates and maiden compa- 
nions. Missing him, the girls wildly roved 
about, seeking him from grove to grove. They 
exclaimed to one another, “Look, here are the 
impressions of Krishna’s feet I Some fortunate 
girl must have gone with him intoxicated in 
his love ; her irregular foot-marks show it. 
Here did Krishna gather flowers for her from 
the high boughs of trees, for we find here only 
the marks of the tips of his toes. Because she 
felt van^ for his thus adoring her with 
flowers, ^ishna must have left her here and 
gone away by this way ; for behold, unable to 
mllow his foot-steps as quickly as he went, she 
has tripped along upon her toes ! Being dis- 
appointed, she has returned by thb way with 
falling ^ps, — ^her foot-marks indicate it.” 

Thus did he play and sport with the girls 
on the green grassy lawns and the beantiful 
shady groves of Vrvndtmana. Thus did he 
isop^ to the ample fife of the forest girls a 
new happiness and joy, a new a^yment 

' VMM«PlBtaM^Plmv.,8M.XIl:..8Mtaa#4h 
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and pleasure, a new beauty and sublimity,— 
things they never knew before.* By day he 
tended the kine and played with the boys, at 
night he held these sports in whioh the girls 
and the maidens of the Gopa settlement took 
the most prominent part. He loved them all ; 
his love flowed like the eternal Spring of Time. 
It was the grand manifestation of that love 
which is superhuman, celestial, nay divine.f 


* We have been obliged to reject tbe elaborate and poetical 
description of the Vagavata. Xta description of this aifair is 
quite an independent poem and, therefore, there is hardljr 
anything historically reliable in it. It is, however* a most 
beautiful *'Poem’' in ita own way. It it perhape one of tbe 
grandest paintings of devotional love,^the love of the human 
aonl for the Supreme One. Vishnu Parana and Harivansa 
have desoribed these sports only in a few lines, but the 
Vsgayata describes it in no less than five chapters. 

Two new incidents have been introduced by tbe Vagavata. 
They are, (1) Krishna's removing the clothes of the maidens 
when they were bathing* and (2) some Brahmana women's 
coming to Krishna to pay their adoration to him. Both are 
evidently Vagavata'a own creation. 

t Wo believe wo are bound to state our reasons for saying 
that Krishna's love and dance were nothmjf but the i&nooObt 
sports of maorry boys and girla It is so widely known as agi 
atbif of oanxal love,*nspecialfy when dome of thf Pnrknio 
biire detetihed it aa andir-that it would he impossible tot m 

Ummnmo^Moiouwwoodm inalfot-noto tholitdonW 2ol 
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And they too loved him with a fervour in 
which they had lost their self-existence. It 

havo been anything else but the simple sports of boys and 
girls. We shall, however, state some of our reasonB, and we 
bope our readers will be at one with us when they will take 
them into their consideration. 

(a) In the first place, our readers will find that Krishna 
was mere a boy when he left the Viindavana for Mathura. 
It is admitted in all hands that be was only eleven years of 
age when these sports were held. We seriously ask onr 
readers to say whether it is possible for a boy of eleven to 
entertain any idea of carnality. 

(b) Secondly, when Krishna was most foully abused by 
Sisnpala (Vide the Mahavarata, Sava Parva,) he was never 
charged by him with sensusUty. If he really did what some 
of the Furanas wanted us to believe, he would not have been 
■pared by Sisnpala. Nowhere in the Mahavarata, which is a 
much earlier work than any of the Puranaa, we find that he 
is described as a man of lewd character. The next earlier 
work, Vishnu-Purank, says nothing of it. 

(c) Thirdly, in every work in which his career hat been 
deaeribed, ^even in those works that delight in painting him 
•8 a god of earna love,— we find he has been called a.JiUndriy^, 
a man having his desires and passions subdued. See 
Vngavata, Skanda X, Obap. 33rd, Slokaa 26 and 30, and 
also the Upanishad Gopala Tapiui. 

jfi) Fourthly, auch dances were very popular amonggt Iho 
jMyemttthe age hawhlcli Kriahaa waa bora, There wee 
ilotfaing wmg in them emaeenent^ aad nmmmu ohmed 
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was that grand divine love in which sensuality 
had no place, — in which the world’s existence 


with carnality who joined in them. We find in the Maht* 
varata that the Kuru princei and prmceiies often held luch 
dances Even in Dwarka, Krishna and Rama had many 
such ''balls," in which brothers and sisters, daughters and 
fathers, husbands and wives joined. See Hanvansa, Chapter 
I46th, Slokas 16-18 

(e) Fifthly, Raaha means simply a "dance." Sridhara 
Swdmi, the groat commentator of the Vagavata, thus explains 
the word. *'It is a circular dance of men and women by 
holding one another’s hands In the Hanvansa, the word 
JRaaha is not used, bat in ics place the word Halluha has been 
used. Now some of the great Sanskrit Lexicographers 
explain it thus. “It is the circnlar danoe of women." We 
thus find no carnality was over implied ^by a katha dance. 

(/) Sixthly, in describing this affair, the Furanaa have 
used the words Ramayanti and Ratipriya, These two words 
are now popularly believed to carry the sense of carnality, 
but we humbly suggest that they were never used in tho 
Furanaa m this sense in oonn^tion with the Raiha daiM 
The roots, Rama and Ratiy both mean io sport m Ii| thii aenio 
they are 'used in various Sanskrit works. Bee HamvtW^ 
Chapter 67th, Slokas 84 — 26, and Markaiide|a Fuitiia, 
Chapter 2oth, Sloka 7. In the 67th Chaplor Of thf 
Harivaata, the sfiorte of the boya are described, enA fpi 
iheee deacriptaont the worde Ramayanti and Rattj^r^ 
oeetir. moA wot eey in reepecfe of the tporfi bf ^ 1#)^ 
^maetipo wordseoiivegraoaeaaeol oernaUiy* ff tt^ 
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disai^Bred in a deep unfathomable ocean of 
blissful oblivion.* 


ftimple tporti in one place, why should they be given a differ- 
ent import in another place f 

It might be asked why the Puranas and such great works 
as Joydeva’s Gita Govinda thought it proper to describe 
Krishna as a god of carnal love. It would be presumptuous 
on our part to guess their intention, but we believe their object 
was to give the masses an idea of the grand divine love that 
a human aoul feels for the great Supreme One by citing 
man's carnal love aa an instance, ^a love which is .the strong- 
est in the world among all men in general. 

* We cannot conclude this chapter without mentioning 
Radha, the Gopa maideni whose imsges are invariably to be 
eeen by the side of Krishna all over India, ^t the present 
day the life of Krishna is indissolubly mixed up with that of 
Badluii who is said te be the wife of Ayani, his metemal 
uaeleb But she is but a poetical creation. She is not to be 
ftnmd in the Mahavarata, or in Vishnu Purana, or ^arivansa, 
or Vljfavata. Perhaps she is the creation of the author of the 
orfgiaal Irahmi-Vtivarta Parana which is now lost. It is 
posiible thst the author of this Parana picked up one of the 
many Gopa mtident-who sported with Kriihna iu the Vrtnda- 
vonp, and girlttg her a name, be painted her in the highest 
itl^t 0< poesy. Siiioe then innumerable poets have used 
th^ greet powers to develops the character of Badha. Her 
kwe f6r Kriahiia haa been painted aa the highest deir^lD|MHmt 
Of ierotioiial love of the human soul for the SpineiBe One. 
ilitlifi Is BOW the grandesi jnetere BtPoHmu But wo 
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DEPARTURE FOR MATHURA 

It was impossible that the existenoe of Krishna 
in the Vrindavana could long remain unknown 
to the king Kansa in Mathura. Krishna’s 
extra-ordinary exploits, his wide-spread 
popularity, his great fame soon reached bis 
ears. He was told* that Krishna was none 
other than the very boy, Devaki’s eighth sent 
whom he had made such strenuous efforts to 
destroy. 

He foamed and roared in anger ; but he 
could do nothing now ; Krishna was beyond 


miiet say that falliog into the hands of poetaatnrs, she has 
been often made to appear as a picture of sensuali^. 

In our opinion no particular OHopa maiden should be gifea 
a higher status than any of the others. Each and ^erery Oflfiv 
of them loved Krishna with her whole heart, and none Mr* 
paaaed the others in fervonr. We believe the. poet urhe 
created Badha had no such intentioa, for the real ipeaaiiig ^ 
the word is an ador$r, for the root iSedhn Wlllfdi 

meant Is wfeva. Every Oops girl waa, therefore, a ** S ldl t i a »**^ 
'Adorer” of KiMna. 

VMmi ^iraaa,tet» V.,8e6. KV^ t^Um tm it mm 
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his reaolu ^e was the idol of the miehty 

te lrho were ready to lay down their uyes 
; he was the leader of hundreds of 
brave boys who had flocked to him from iJl 

S >arts of the country, — ^boys that had been 
brmed into a rude but a mighty army. He 
was now highly respected and greatly feared 
by the Nagas, who, at a signal from him, 
would hasten to his help.* 

Eansa was fully aware of all this. He knew 
also that almost all his people believed 
Krishna to be their ordained saviour ; he knew 
the entire Tadu race would secretly, — ^and if 
neoessaiy openly, — stand by him if occasion 
would arise. Under the circumstances an 
open attempt to kill Krishna would give rise 
to a serious rebellion in his kingdom. An 
mited Uprising of the Yadus, the Gk>pas and 
the Nagas womd bring about his downfall and 
death. He, therefore, thought of encompass 
ing Krishna’s death by a stratagem. 

He sent for one of the most powei^l Tadu 
4flue^ named Akrura,t and thus addressed 

KHada who infomed Sann that Kriabna wu tho aiglitb 
<SiBdot1>mki. 

0 Sm SwriTMsa, Vishaa Pam, Chapter 84th. 
t Akrara waaagreat warrior anoagat the TadawM, la 
dtNAAatanta aad ha all the other Puiaoaa wa Sad hh* a 
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him,' ‘*0 Akrora, are my friend ; do me • 
friendly service. Thero is no such warm friend 
and well-wisher of mine amongst the Tad]i|t 
and the Bhcfu as you. GK> to the settlemeo^ 
of Nanda where do the two sons of 'Vasndeyjb 
live. Bring them here without delay on tins 
chariot. On their arrival, I shall cause them 
to be destroyed by elephanto. If they eaoaj^ 
I shall have them^ put to death by mweiM 
athletes. With their death, it would oe easy 
to kill 'Vasudeva and all the other Viisnil, 
Bhojas and Dasarahs. I shall also destroy my 
avaricious father Ugrasena, his brother Deva^ 
and all others who are rebellious against me. 
Oet them here by telling them that were will 
be held a grand tournament in which they 
should come and display their prowess.”* 

But Eansa was disappointed even in 
Akmra. He too went over to the enemy’s Edde.t 


gratt friend of Kriihna. He teemed to be of tbe eim# «§# 
M Hriibne. 

* Vagentfti Skeade X,, Obteter Slokae 21-85* 

t fo the Sava Pim, Chapter XIV„ Sloka 80, of the^^ 
Maharirate Xrkhat eaid to Judhitthira, *'Hiriag beatoweA^ 
tlledallghtei^of Ahaha en Akrora, 1 iHth Veladeva^ldMl 
ftaoaa atjA Snmalia (or Simama) for the good of oor reldlfoii^*^ 
We ehed eot eajr thit Ahuka wee not the father di 
^ 8( Hathadi, 0gneenm He wie like JMmttsm' 
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He apprised the Vrisnis of Eansa’s intention, 
add when be arriTed at the Vrindamna, he told 
the (^pae all about the nefarious conspiracy 
tiiat had been made by Kansadp encompass 
tiie death of Krishna. A coumer-plot was 
soon ibrmed, not only to save the life of 
Krishna, but to make ^ final attempt to bring 
about the downfall of the cruel tyrant. 

The cup of bitterness was full. They 
solemnly resolved that they would stand by 
Krishna and overthrow their persecutor, or 
die in the attempt. Krishna again and again 
assured them that he would kill Kansa and 
save them from his cruel persecutions.* 

A secret communication passed from house 
to house. It reached the Gopas in the distant 
Vrindamna: it penetrated into the deepest 
forest and reached the Nagas in their wild 
settlements. All were asked to be on the alert, 


• la Vilhna Ponna, Part 7 , Sac. XVIII., Ktiihaa that 
aSdreaMd Akmra, “I ahall deriae proper meaanrei for tUe. 
Depend upon it that Sanaa bad been already killed. Rama 
WHl I will go to Mathura to morrow. The Gopai will aeoom* 
fony na, earrying eoffieient present! for the king." 

In the Vagaeata, Skanda S., Chapter diet, Srishnn aaid, 
--JV Akmia, I trill go with my brother to yow hooae, a«l 
Jydeahr oyi ng the acourge of the Ifadn moek I wlQ fooSMMa 
She weUim of ctr aeietiteai" 




DEPARTURE FOR MATHURA 

and to make a final stand to ovorthrow tiw 
great tyrant. 

With Akrnra, the two Vrisni prinoet 
started for Mathura. The Gk>pas in a large 
contingent fccompanied them apparently to 
witness the tournament and to thw 
annual tribute, but in reality to aid Kridins, 
should occasion arise.* They were a strqnjg 
body, and were not incapable *of holding theur 
own against the Aryans of Mathura. 

Krishna and the Qopas encamped for the 
night outside the city. Some of them headed 
by Krishna and Rama entered Mathura after 
dusk. They had an affray with some of Kansa’s 
men in the streets, but they proceeded on lal! 
they reached the king’s arsenaL There they 
had another brush with _ the royal goan^ 
They then retired to their camp where too 
they had a slight encounter with the kil^^s 
soldners who had pursued them.* 

* VUiBB Fanws, HariTuin, and Tagavatt SB 
4ut Kriahoa and Valarania mat with Kaaaa't wadwntaa ia 
tha m r aa t a of IIMhara aad thajr aahad him la jait ta |^M 
thaaaaoaieaCthanifalnibaa. Tha wathaamaa ataaadthasi 
it tataia, in eoaaagBMea at whieh a ttragi^aaaBai iswiMh 
hawaaUBadbyKHahaa. Tbay than caam aaras a taadp 
feaiMliM earned lUitlDrai who aaad to prafatw yrf eam 
IsrAlMliliBI* Hiy IfM^ajlj adhed lMrMBil*#|lfj^Mllf 
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7I11UI paaaed the night. Bat Kansa over* 
looked'afl this with apparent g^aoioosneas. He 
was firmly eonvinced t^t Krishna would fall 
into the nap that had been laid by him for his 
fiecrtaraotion. He, therefore, aipioasly and 
tegedy wuted for the morrow.* 


of tbe royal perfumes which she gladly offered them. Viahnii 
f^oraai. Part V., Sec, XX., says *‘Then Krishna, skilled 
ia the healing art, took hold of her under the chin with hit 
thumb and two fingers and lifted np her head, whilst with his 
feet he pressed down hers, ant^.in this way he made her 
straight in stature, which made her appear handsome. Filled 
with love and admiration, she took Krishna by the garment 
tad laid, *Do come to my house.' Krishna smiled and 
laid, *1 shall come to your house some other time.' After 
fUittiisaing her, he turned towards Kama and laughed aloud.” 

Out of this incident the Vagavata has built up a lova 
glory. But we must draw our readers' attention to the fdot 
ihAt Kririina was also a master in the healing art at he iras 
an every thing else. Many inatancea of hit cnres will be found 
later on. 

KHihni and the Gopa b<^s then proceeded on, and 
meelting a flowereeller, they asked him for some flowera 
wh)dh were gladly given to them. They then went to the 
iseendl where they had a struggle with the guarda. 
ifo ' Vlihntt Pomna, Part V., See. XX, Harivanaa, Viihiuk 
IhmilJbapter 6^ and Vagavata, Skanda Obapter IB. 

e Vlihha Pmna, Harivaiiaa, and Vagavato ,rifaiithait 
# jtii way to Ijbliiiiia wiBi Xrfolini and I foam , 
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TllE DEATH OF KANSA 

Thk morning dawned. The trumpets were 
sounded, the heralds shouted, and the 
sang. Thousands of men, women and ohil^n 
winded their way towards the arena in which 
the great tournament* would be held. It 

•topped the chariot and went to bathe in the Jamuns. He 
•aw the majeitic figure of Kriahna beneath ita water. From 
thia the oommentatora of t^ Vagavati and the Qther writere 
of jthe Vaiaiiava aect aay that the pmfect incarnation of God 
did not take hia birth in the womb of Bevaki. When 
Vaandeva took Kriahna, who waa but a partial incarnation, 
to Nanda'a honae, he clipped from hia hands and fell into the 
water of the Jamuna, Vasudeva immediatelj took hhn op 
^n, bat in fact Kriahna remained there, and God (t’iahnn) 
in Kriahna'a form came np to^Vaandevafa lap. fifinceihifi 
Bevaki*a aon lived in the water till the day when Akrm 
returned to the banka of the Jamuna with Vtindofaia^ 
Kiiahan who waa the real and the perfect ueemethm of GadU 
eay Viehnn did not leave Gohnla. Eriihiia, who tOii 
in the water and adio wee bom hi Bevaki'a womW iMinen4|# 
the eheilat end went to Ifathoia. Onr reedera tilli. 
tide meica liir wM it is wnrt^ 

o Vlihiin Fosaaii Hartvanea and Vepavatf d^fO 

AlietfieraeeoniitoftUdenlhoiJ^^ Hnteaaeh 4 
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was a brilliant spectacle, and all Mathura 
vm present. 

The citizens assembled on the platform^ set 
apart for them. The princes with the 
ministers and the courtiers occupied the royal 
seats. The judges of the game were seated 
in front of the king who sat apart, close by, 
on a lofty throne. Separate platforms had 
been constructed for the ladies of the palace 
where they sat, and the other women took 
their seats on the other platforms. Accommo- 
dation was allowed to Nan da and the Gopas 
in a separate platform at the end of which 
sat Akrura and Vasudeva. Every one was 
on the tip-toe of expectation for the appear- 
ance of Krishna and Bama.’*^ 

But the king had ordered his men to set 
upon Krishna an infuriated elephantt when he 
mth his brother would make an attempt to 
enter the arena. An elephant was accordingly 
driven against them, but the two brothers, 
after a hard fight, killed the huge animal and 
entered the arena. 


imoApdon ii olMooflj fioUtioai. We have aoeepted oAf 
tAu9ii|NirtiiMia of their loocoati whioh appeared to be reliable 
* ThU toomaiiieiit wae called a 

Milef aieherp* 

t VkanFeraa^Fivt 
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As soon as they made their appearaAoe 
the bugles were sounded, and Chanura and 
Mustika sprang forth defiantly slapping their 
arms. Covered with the blood of the elephant^ 
Hama and Krishna majestically stepped for- 
ward like two proud young lions. Exclama- 
tions of surprise and pity rose all over the 
place. People cried aloud. “Alas I Ainu f*' 
Many exclaimed, “Are there no elders present 
here who will judge aright ? Two delicate 
hoys on one side, and two athletic fiends on 
the other > — Is this fair and just ? It is a 
great sin for the umpires and the judges of 
the game to allow a contest between roys and 
strong men.” 

Coolly and calmly did Kxishna step into 
the arena. He engaged with the highly 
TOwerful Chanura, and Valarama began to 
Mht '^rith the well-skilled wrestler, Mustika. 
Entwining and pushing and pulling and beat- 
ing one another with mts, arms and elbom^ 
they fought with one another till at laab 
Chanura began gradually to lose his Bte engtli. 
At the sif^^t of Krishna’s gaining atcmai^ 
Sanaa roa^ in anger and oiderM aU maide 
ostm. 

After wrestling with Chanura Ibr a ktag 
liime, Sridina at nst lifted him sm 
vhmad him,(Pmr lua head. He hiv 
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advaraanr roond and round, till he became 
oot of breath and died. He then dashed Kim 
on the ground like a piece of clay. 

In the meanwhile Valarama had killed 
Mustika, and the other athletes had fled in 
fear. The two yictorious boys then danced 
in the arena, dragging along with them the 
€k>pa boys. Eansa became maddened with 
anger ; fire flashed from his eyes ; he roared 
aloud to his men, ‘‘Drive those two cow-herd 
boys from the arena. Seize the villain Nanda, 
and secure him with chains of iron. Put 
Vasudeva to death with tortures intolerable 
to lus years. Seize the cattle and all that 
belong to these cow-herds. 

But not a soul stirred ; the order of the 
OTeat king was for the &st time disobeyed. 
Be stared in anger and in fury, nay in fear 
at Ids people, but all stood still as statues. 


Krishna sprang up to the place where 
Kaim was seat^ He seized him oy the hair 
of his head, hurled his crown to the ground, 
felled him down and threw himself upon liim- 
AjEber a hard struggle, he killed the great 
and then dragged him into the centre 
w the arena. 

"Hot a sinig^ soul amongst the many 

r sands that were present in the arena rose 
motonx oi their great king. All ^ 
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motionless on their seats. Onl^ Somalin, hia 
younger brother, came to his rescue,* but he 
was soon despatched by Valarama. 

A deep and solemn tilenoe reigned amonff 
the multitude, till at last the Gk>pa boys fillect 
the sky with ^eir loud cheers. They stood 
up in a body and sent up such a tremendous 
shout that in the distant Vrindavama tlm 
Gk>pa women started up and laid aside their 
household works. The people of !l^thura 
outside the arena ran from all directions 
towards the palace to ascertain what the 
matter was.t 


« The Vggavatft says that eight or nine ol bit brothers 
eaaie to hit help, asd they trere all killed by Talaraioai 
t This is the acoonnt that Krithna himaelf giree of the 
death of Sanaa in the MahaTarata, Sara Farvay Ghap* XIV 4 
Slokaa 30^. 

**The fooliah Kanaa, having peraeouted the Yadava% 
married two of the danghtera of Jaraaandha, Thi^wano 
named Aati and Praptl Btreftgthened by thia albanoe, the 
'Mperaecuted hiarelativea and gained an aacendenqy ^er 
them alL By hia omel aota he earned a yeiy bad nam^ Thb 
wiofced wretch pmecnted the old ohiefii of the Bhefa iaea» 
Theae ohiafa aonght our protection from the peraeantipae 
their relative Kanaa. Having beatowed npod Atomw tt|i^ 
heratifttl daughter of Ahnka, named Batamijkas | .did * 
mrvioe tc my reiativee. $ killed both Kanaa 
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When the Gopas were again and again cheer- 
ing Krishna for the great deed he had done, 
instead of feeling joy and delight, he felt the 
greatest possible pain. The heart-rending 
^mentations of ELansa’s mother and wives, 
of his children and zelatives, nay of his old 
father Ugrasena, made his heart bleed. One 
of his biographers says : — “Krishna expressed 
his regret for what had happened, and with 
oyes saturated with tears, he consoled tbem.’*^ 
Another says : — “Surrounded by the Yadus, 
Krishna expressed his regret for killing Eansa. 
Moved by the loud wailings of Kansa’s wives, 
he wept.’^^t 

When the great tempest that had been 
raised had a little abated, and the excitement 
of the people had cooled down, and the 

E at commotion for the sudden death of 
Qsa had subsided, B^hnathen took upon 


# Viib«i PnrsMv Ptet V., Chapter XXI. 
t XwteiiMi, VtehaaPMVi, Chiiair 87th# , 
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himself the; task of settling the affiiin of 
the Yados that had become unsettled by tibs 
sadden death of their king. He ordered a 
royal funeral* for Kansa and his brother ; 


4> To give our readers lome idea of the nature^ of the 
ceremony of a royal funeral of that age, we quote below the 
Mahavarata, Adi Parva, Chapter GXXVII., Slokaa 5-28, in 
which the funeral of Pandu, the Xuru prince, haa been des- 
cribed. ^Ihe priests went out of the city carrying the 
fragrant and biasing aacred fire, fed with Ghee, Friends^ 
relatives, and adherents, wrapping up the corpse with oloth» 
decked it with flowera and sprinkled over it various perfumes.. 
They adorned the bier with garlands and rich hangings. 
Then placing the body of the king on that excellent bier, 
they caused it to be carried on the shoulders of men. With 
the white umbrella held over the bier, with waving OhamaraSf 
with the sounds of various musical instruments, the whole 
scene looked bright and grand. Many hundreds of men 
distributed gems among the crowd. The priests, dad in 
white walked in front of the procession, pouring libations of 
frhes on the sacred fire which biased in an ornamental Tessei* 
They at last came to a charmmg and sacred wood on the 
bank of the Gangea There did they lay down the biei^p 
Ihiey then besmeared the body with all kinds of perfumeg^ 
They bronght water in many golden vessels and washed 
body. They then again smeared it with white aandal-^pastew 
■ad erith mixed with Tungaraska (a kind of per* 

fame). Having dreeeed the body in a white robs^ pianSd 

thetdngoathefaiinl pyfo. .Th^tbna M ire oMt 
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lie did every tixmg posnble to mitigate the 
aorrow and the grief of ELanaa’s family. 

He then went to his father and mother 
end made obeisance to them. He made every 
effort to make every one happy ; he sent messen- 
gers to the Yrisnis, Dasardfis, Yadns, Yojas 
and others who had left Mathura through the 
persecutions of Eansa.* He then made the 
necessary arrangements to place the venerable 
Yadu cmef, Ugrasena, the deposed father of 
Kansa, on the throne of Mathura, t But the 

■■ ■ " T 

barat the body with the frtgrmt Sandgl wood which wai 
beimeered with Tungpada and other perfumes.** 

* Ooly the Vagavata, Skanda X., Chapter 48th, says that 
Kriphna tent Akrura to enquire after the welfare of the lonB 
^ his paternal aunt Pritha (Kunti), who were the iUuatrions 

FandaTis. 

f We need not say that at the time of which we speak, it 
was the practice with the destroyer of a king to ascend the 
throne of his victim. In the annals of ancient India we find 
none who did not avail himself of this privilege except Krishna. 
Por a oow-herd boy to withstand the great temptation of 
becoming a king and to refnae the lupplioationa of the whole 
Tadn race bespoke a ttrong will. Our readers must remsm^ 
her that Krishna waa only twrive years of age when he killed 
Xania. The BhagaviU distinctly 8ey8,-^his asserti^ tS 
borne ont by all its great commsnUtora,>-*that Krishna kllM ^ 
Kam on the 14th Lunar day of the month of Falguna (fhettt 
1st weak of March) iihen he was in his ttrsllth yem; 
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oM chief declined the offer and eameatlj asked 
Krishna to occupy the throne rendered raoaM 
the death of Kansa. ^e entire Tadu laoe 
entreated him to accede to the request of tito 
old king. But Krishna said, “Neither have I 
any necessity for a kin^om, nor do I desire a 
throne. I have not killed Eansa with the 
motive of becoming a king. For the good of 
the world, your son, who l^came the scourge of 
the race, has been killed by me. 1 shall again 
be a dweller of the forest and rove happily 
amongst the cow*herds and the kine. O mig, 
I again and again say, I have neither ai^ need 
of a kingdom, nor any desire for it.*'* He lis- 
tened to no refusal, and the old king was duly 
installed by him on the ancient throne of the 
Yrisni race.f Krishna then left the city to the 
great regret of all the people. 

But he did not return to his old favourite 
forest of the Vnnda/ucma ; he did not go back 
amongst the loving boye^and girls of Vnya, nbr 
to his beloved mother Jasoda and his ever fond 

* HarinoM, Vithau Fam, Chapter 88th. 

t The origiad Uadi of Mathura ware the VfisBia, trtM 
warepredaded hjraeone from aaeeBdiag the throne. It weal 
oeartotjto frmale aide, and their aiatar'a eoae weM ante 
Uaga. Thue Ugraieaa and hit frunilr eaae to mla over ihS 
ICateraco. 
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father Nands. Bowing down his head to the 
Gopa chief and all the other revered elders, and 
providing them with much wealth and many 
presents, he took leave of them. He implored 
their blesEungs, and asked them to go back to 
their settlement. He then turned towards his 
play-mates who stood with tears in their eyes. 
He embraced them all and asked them to return 
to the beautiful Vrindavana. “If you love me”, 
scud he, “go back to our happy woods. Make 
my mother Jasoda forget my absence. Flay 
and sport with the girls as I used to do. Let 
them not feel that I am away. Tell them I am 
still to them as I were before, but duty calls 
me elsewhere.” 

He left Mathura and went far and far away 
to distant Kasi,* there to begin his education. 
He and his brother Hama attached themselves 
to the household of the venerable preceptor 
named Sandipani,t who lived at a place o^ed 

• liodern Benares. 

t All the Parana! say that Krishna was under the tuition 
nfBaiidipani only for sixty-four days^ It is said that within 
Hds ihort time he mastered all the Sciences. They also 
Qimte a story in whidi Krishna is said to have reooued 
8sndipani*8 son from a aea-demoii» named Panehahitnja. 
Ssiidini obtained a oondi from thia domcm which 
heoune bk great war^neh. 
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Avantipur.* They then began to study both 
the Vedas and the Science of Arms. 


* This is not all the education that Krishna reoeiTed. All 
through the Mahavarata, not to apeak of the later Purana% 
we find him described as one of the most learned men of his 
age. In the Mahararata, Sabha Farva, Chapter 88tb^ Sloka 
19, Bhiama says,— '*He is vastly learned in the Vedas 
the Vedangas.*' In Chhandogya-Upaniahad, — a very ancient 
work (see Introduction^— we meet with this passage : **Ghora 
(Biahi) of the family of Angirasha, saying all this to DevakFa 
son. Krishna, added, ‘In the end remember these three 
things.' This evidently shows that Krishna studied under 
the Sishi Ghora. In the Mahavarata we find that he per- 
formed Tapaaya for ten years on the Himalayas* In those* 
days TViporya did not mean practising austeritfes* It mount 
study and meditation. See Satapata Brahmans, Valli 2,. 
Anuvaka 6* 
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THE WAR WITH JARASANDHA 

Kaishna and Rama could not continue their 
4ltudy long ; they were soon sent for by their 
relatives, because a great danger threatened 
the city of the Vrisnis. The great and mighty 
Jarasandha, the father-in-law of Kansa, had 
marched against Mathura with a large army. 
In this great crisis, the Yadus and the Vrisnis 
had none to save them except their ever-ordain- 
ed saviour Krishna. 

Jarasandha was then the paramount lord 
of M'orthem India.'*^ It is said that he command- 
ed twenty akahauhinis^ of soldiers, — a stupen- 

« From the eirlieet to the recent days it is found that one 
or the other soyereign of India became the paramount lord 
over the others. In later days, such Emperors were Chandra 
Ottpta, Vikramaditya, Asoka and others. 

t One chariot, one elephant, five foot-soldiers and three 
liorse-asen form a Path*. Three pattU make a SenammJUia ; 
three Bniamukhas make n Gulma ; three Gulmas make a 
Gamm ; three make a BMm ; three JBahinis malm a 

BfiUna ; three PH'fenos make a Chamu ; three Ckmm wi mnke 
smAiiiftiiiis ^uAmk£m$ make one AiikmuhimL Thhe one 
AJUumkmi wmdd eonilst of 21870 ehnrlota» 21820 jilegplmjBlei 
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doas army.* All the chiefs and potentates, 
all the kings and princes, acknowledged his 
sovereignty,! either by paying him tnbnte oe 
obeying his commands ; or W asmsting hind 
with soldiers in time of war. He liras a power' 
fill sovereign and ruled with an iron hana.| 


109350 foot-ioldiers and 65610 liorae-men. It is said that 
Jarasandha coaimanded twenty times this number. 

* Sisupala, the king of Chedi, was the Oeneralisstmo of 
this great army. 

t Krishna thus spoke to Jndhisthira in the Mahayarata^ 
Sabha Parva, Chapter XIV.^ Slokas 8-22. 

"Having overcome the entire Kshatriya order, Jara*' 
sandha his put himself up over the head of all the 
Icings. The powerful Sisupala has become his Oomnander- 
tn-Chief. Bakra, the powerful king of the Kurnshas, also 
waits upon him as his disciple. The king of tho Yavaoaa, 
who hid ohastised Mura and Karska, who is the most power- 
ful king of the West, who is named Bhagadatta, has also 
bowed to Jirassndha in submission. The powerful kinglof ' 
Bangs, Piundra and Kirata, who is known by the name ol 
Panndraka, also waits upon him. ThSt mighty king of tiho 
Bho)as, Bbismaka, who is our reladvo and who roles Ofut 
the fourth part of tho world, has beoomo a servitor of tho 
hinf ofMagsdha. 

t The Ifabavarata, BsbhaFarva, Chapter Bloko 

68, says ^*Many kings have been kept prfoonefs ia GM* 
mja (his eity> to be oflsred by Jarasandha as sMsHfoss ian 
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Learning that his favourite son-in-law* 
had been murdered by Krishna supported by 
all the Vrisnis, Jarasandha’s anger knew no 
bounds. Without the least delay he started 
with a large army, vowing complete destruction 
of Mathura and the total annihilation of the 
entire Yadu race. But Mathura was long way 
off from Magadha, and therefore the irascible 
monarch, heavily encumbered as he was in his 
march with a large army, took many months to 
arrive at the Vrisni capital. 

In the meanwhile Krishna had returned 
firom Avantipur, and with the small army that 
the Vrisnis commanded, he had made every 
preparation to defend the city. For days 
together the great Magadha king lay encamped 
round the city, besieging its citadel, but 
Krishna’s supreme generalship and judicious 
manoeuvre ot his little army saved the city 
from falling into the hands of the enemy. 
Worn out and disgusted, the great king at last 
raised the siege and returned to ms own 
oountiy.f 


* Kaoti marriad tha two daughtan of Jaratandha* namad 
Be^ptia&dAati, 

4 In andant India real gaaoralihip waa unknown. Swj 
dnrdfOr waapra«aaiittaiit for hh own bratary, phpaioU n t r a ng t h 
waAthalmwiadgaof anna. Theyknaw not bow lo i# m 
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It would be better if we quote Krishna^s 
own words. He thus describes his war with 
Jarasandha.^ 

^'Jarasandha took up arms against us. 
We, eighteen branches of the Yadava race, 
consulted together and came to the conclusion 
that if we continued to strike our enemy for 
one hundred years, we should not be able to 
do him least harm. He had two friends ; 
they were as powerful as the foremost of all 
powerful men. ITiey were named Hansa and 
Dimvaka. But there was also another very 
great king named &ansa who was kiJUed by 
Kama in a battle which raged for eighteen 
days. On hearing the rumoured death of 
Hansa, Dimvaka thought that he could not 
live without him, and therefore he went to 
the Jamuna and drowned himself. When 
Hansa heard what Dimvaka had done, he also 
put w end to his life by similar means. ^ On 
nearing the death of *the two neat pillars 
of bis empire, Jat'asandha raised the siege 


gieat warrior or a great 111117 with a smill foroe^ Our readM 
will find that it wae Kriilma who introdaoed In ISSh l real 
geoeralehlp in hiawar with great Jannndha* Se waa % 
great ganaral aa well ae. a great warrior* 

* Malumiatab Sahha Farra, Ohaptar XI?# SMtaa 
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of Mathura and went back to Magadha in 
great sorrow/* 

But the Yrisnis and the Yadus were not 
allowed any respite. They learnt that 
Jaraeandha had fitted up another great 
expedition against them. He had invited 
the great Tavana* king to aid him in the 

• Vishnu Purina, Harivanaa and Vagavata says that 
** JFaraiandha invaded Mathura eighteen times, and was on 
every occasion defeated. They relate that in his last invasion 
lie Invited the great Yavana (supposed to be Greek) king^ 
named Eala Yavana, to come to hit aid. This king besieged 
Hathura with a very large army ; bnt Krishna separated him 
a stratagem from his troops and led him alone into a cave 
where, it is said, a great Bishi, named Muchhakunda, was ae 
prioep. Kala Yavana in the darkness took him to be Krishna 
and gave him a kick. The Bishi awoke, fire fiashed from 
t^s eyes in anger, and the Yavana king was reduced to ashes. 
d)ie description of the war is very elaborated both in the 
Vishno Pnrana and Harivansa. The Vagavata says that 
when Krishna and Rama were returning after encompassing^ 
tho death of Kala Yavana, they were attacked on the way bj 
Jartsandha. They both fled and took ahsHer on the Pravar- 
•ana hill to which Jarisandha set fire The two brothere 
leaped from the bill and eiciped to Dwarki, Harivaaaa 
cells the hill by the name of (^aata, 

Am there Is hardly any historical valne of theee pocenote 
jCI the Pmranse, we have rejected them. The aooonnt of the 
wsrihrenin theHahavarataaiqvoled above il^aivi to W 
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destruction of Mathura and in the annihUa** 
tion of the Yadu race. They were filled with 
OTeat alarm ; and they knew not what to do* 
They were but a few in number ; if they 
fought with Jarasandha for one hundred years, 
they would hardly be able to weaken hia 

S ower, whereas their number would daily 
ecrease till they would be totally annihilated* 
Krishna was very averse to bloodshed on 
the present ocoasion it would be useless and 
unwise. He, therefore, advised the Yadua 
to leave Mathura and take shelter in a place 
where they would be out of the reaon of 
Jarasandha and where they would be able 
to live in peace and security. We again 
quote his own words 

“We became exceedingly discouraged and 
prepared to fly. We divided our great wealth 
into small portions to make it portable. We 
then fled through fear of Jarasandha with , oi|r 
sons, cousins and relatives. We fled towardb 
the west. There was a charming city nained 
Ettshasthali’'^ adorned by the Raivatal^ moon- 

- , - 

* Kii«huthali wai io Chis€rat. The new elty #r 

Bwerka vu fonnded by Kriihna on • uniU ieliiid in Ibo giS, 
fioMCod lay n bill eatled BtiTitakn on the oilfrlfMd* 
Parliipi so fieoe oonld have been more laprbgiiihla M 
wiaillicaiiOMdiBgly ahamiiag ia poliit ot aatmal 
Biiiif MfroQiM on aU hj the M, its eUaaita was 
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tain. In this city we took up onr abode. 
We repaired its foit and made it so impreg- 
nable that even women conld defend it. 
Though quite capable of protecting outlives, 
yet we have taken shelter in the Gomata 
mountain. Twentyone posts of armed men 
are placed there, and the heroes of the 
eighteen branches of the Tadn race always 
defend it.”* 

Thus did Krishna bring the great Yadu 
clan many hundred miles away from their 
forefather’s land. He brought them across 
deserts, mountains, rivers and streamlets to 
the coast of the sea. He founded for them 

new citv which was, as he himself said, 
“impregnable even to the celestials.” He 
built a chain of forts on the Baivataka moun- 
tain to protect the city from all external 
attacks. He introduced amongst them a 
system of government far superior to what 

Mlnbrioni. It lay also very close to the place of the greatest 
jiUgrimage of that age, named iVsvafo. 

Dwarka !• even to-day, like Mathura and Vrindavana, a 
float mnda ahrine, though nothing of the ancient city ia now 
in ealatenoe ; only the ateeple of a temple is visible ia the 
ndidat of the aea. It is mentioned in the Puranaa that altar 
Krishna's death the city was engulfed io the sea. 

^ See Vahavanta, Sabha Pkrva, Oha^ Stokaa 
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then existed in any part of India. He formed 
an army of his old playmates, his beloved cow- 
herd boys of the Vrindavana, who became 
afterwards the foremost warriors in India 
and were famous in the name of Sansaptahcbs.^ 
Thus did he raise the Yadu race to a higher 
strata of civilisation than that of any other 
Aryan race then living on the plains of India.t 


* See Mahavarata, Drona Parva, the battle betweea 
Arjuna and the Sanaaptakaa. 

t See HariTania, Viahna Parra, Chapter ll4tlu 
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KRISHNA IN DWARKA 

Attbb settling in Dwarka/’**' Krishna married 
the Princess of Vidharva,t named Rukmini, 
whom he loved and who loved hirn.J But 
his marriage was not celebrated in peace. 
The powerful king of Vidharva, Bhismaka, 
refused to bestow his daughter on the Vrisni 
prince, and under the advice or dictates of 
the great Jarasandha, he made arrangements 
to marry Rukmini to the king of Chedi, 
Sisupala,! who was the generalissimo of 
Jarasandha's great army. 

* It U a pity that the authori of the Furinaa have not 
deioribed Kriahna'a career in Dwarka aa fnlly aa they have 
done hia' career in the Yrindavana. They have no donbt 
rehitad inaumerable matters, bat they are ao obvionaly fie^ 
titioaa that it would be uaeleaa to diaouaa them. We ahall, 
therefore, give in thia chapter the little that we have been 
able to gatW from thia great maaa of fictiona. 

t Ifodem Berar. 

I The Vagavata aaya Rakmini aent a meaaenger to 
Xtithna. Bhiamakt waa a Bhoja, and therefore a kmamas 
olKriahai. 

§ SiaupaU wai Kziahna’a ootuain. He was the ton of hia 
«at (father^B liatet). 
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But Krishna with the Vrisnis went to 
Vidharva, and when the princess was on hw 
way back to the palace from a temple, he took 
her up on his chariot and drove away with all 
speed towards Dwarka."^ Bhismaka’s wrathful 

* In the age of which we are speaking, the marrige of 
the rojal princesses of the Aryan race used to take place only 
in two waya, namely (a) Sayamvara (self-choice), and (t) 
Harana (forcible taking away). In Sayamvara all tie great 
princes were invited, and the maiden made her own choiod’ 
from amongst them. Bat the bride's father often contrived 
something to test the heroism of the several princes present, 
and thus he gave away his daughter to the best man. Aa 
instance of this will be found later on in Draupadi^n 
Sayamvara. But when a Sayamvara was not held, or 
when both the prince and the princess thought that thsj 
would not be able to secure the man or the woman aftsr 
their heart, then a prince would carry sway a princess 
by force,*— force being used not against the maiden, but 
against those who would oppose him. It was oonsidei^ by 
the Aryan princes of that age to be the best method of 
marriage, for in this case they hsd the opportunity to dis]dayr 
their prowess. Sometimes princesses were carried away 
from the Sayamvara iMemblies. The great Bhisma esrriod 
away from the Si^amvara assembly the two prtnessaet of 
Kati in ordek to get them married to his ydnnger bcethdrib 
(Boe Mahavaiata, Adi Pairs.) 

la oaae of Harmnv, the maidens were gwerally iound to 
boiahSTowiChtheheroos who carried thomaway* BahaMai 
waaialofoiirhfr BMiiiuu la iut it ic oA^ the modMn m|v 
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6on, Rukmi, pursued him with a large army. 
After a hot chase he overtook him, and when 
Krishna found that the Vidharva prince had 
already come up with him, he stopped his 
chariot and gave him battle. After a severe 
fight Rukmi was defeated and his army utterly 
routed. Krishna then drove away to his own 
cily, but the Vidharva prince remained on the 
field of battle,* vowing never to return to his 
kingdom till he could wreak his vengeance 
upon Krishna.! 


MW»y mirriage. Thii sort of marriage was also recogniied 
iotheatered books ta being highly meritorious. The Rig> 
Veda, Mandala 10, Sukta 27, Rik IL says **Who is there 
who desires to possess the daughter of one whose daughter 
het 50 sight f Is there any who will throw the mmi (a sort 
of weapon) against one who carries away such a maiden P” 
e It is said Rukmi found a city on this field of battle and 
iittmed it Bho jakata. 

f We bdieve we are bound to say something more about 
Krishna's marriages, Vishnu Parana, Part IV., Chapter 
XV., Sloka 85, says, **Krishna had sixteen thousand one 
hundred and one wives.'’ Again in Vishnu Purana, Part V., 
Chapter XXVflL, we find that he had '^sixteen thousand 
end seven wives." In the same work, Part IV., Chapter 
XV« it is mentioned that he had "one thousand four hundred 
end forty sons." 

Vilhnn Porana, fiarivnnan and Bhagavata, ratate thnk 

««« tt* (I) BidcnM* 
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Notwithstanding Krishna’s towering per- 
sonality, his loving nature and sweet character, 
there was no unity, good will, or brotherhgod 

(2) Satyabhama, (3) Jamvavati, (4) Kalindi, (5) Mitraviada, 
(6) Satya, (7) Yadra and (8) Lakahana. Bat in tbit 
matter they say innumerable oontradiotoiy things. In Sie 
Yiihnu Purana, Part V., Chapter XXVIIl , we get mat#M 
wives of Krishna including Rnkmini. In Chapter 32" 
same work, we meet with another list of the chief li^tes of 
Krishna in which some new additional names are fdond. In 
Fart IV., Chapter XV., of the same work, we get another 
additional name. In Harivansa, Vishnu Parva, Chapter 15th, 
we get nine names in addition to Rnkmini, bnt in Chtpter 
162nd of the same work, we meet with twelve names in addi- 
tion to Rnkmini. A few lines further down in the same 
chapter of the same work, we get five more additional names. 

Except Bokmini and satyabhama none of thesd wMo 
ever appear on the scene of action, Satyabhama appears 
only once or twice, but those places of the Puranas or tiio 
ICahsvarata in which she aiqjears are apparently intorpibiar 
tioBB. (See our notes later on). Again none of the sona of 
theae wives, except those of Bnkmini and Jimvaviti, is tob# 
met with in any period of Krishna’a life. Jamvavati Wsi A 
bear’a daughter, and therefore it ia impoesible to believe iliSb 
she gave birth to a human being. It ia said this son, SawMii 
eszriad away to the dsnghter of Durjadhana named T i aksba tt a i 
Thlaitoryis mentioned only in thePuranass no snehtieii ii 
midsofdtin the Mahivarata. If thia atoiy had net 
iHitvR mnithavea plaoe in the Haimvarata wlMt hb Hla 
hiiloty el DmMhana and tlie Sums; JInIttebt 
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among the various clans of the Yadu raoe. 
Though they obeyed and followed Krishna, 
either tlurough love or fear, they could not live 
in peace with one another. Their ancient feud 
was kept up, and they quarrelled on inspite of 
Krishna’s presence and his continued effort to 
inspire love and amity among them. This is 
what he himself said, “I live as a slave of my 
relatives and hear their harsh words, though I 
gave them away half of my wealth. My heart 
«ver bleeds at the cruel abases of my kinsmen. 
Valadeva, Gada Sukumara and my son, 
Pradumna, have become famous in the world 
4 m account of their personal beauty. The 
Andhakas and the Yrisnis are highly powerful, 
energetic and heroic. Those whom they do 
not aid are sure to perish and those whom they 

t sure to acquire immenoe wealth. But 
of these powerful men holding to my 
am passing my time as one utterly help- 
d destitute. Ahuka and Akrura are my 
warn friends, but if I express love towards one, 
tile other sets angry, therefore do 1 express 
leva towards neithsr. It is very difficult to 


pniMlUM, homfW. to pretent all through Krtohna’t ctraw. 
Hla hto gtaadaon, Tajra, who fiaalljr aaoended the thraae of 
pt Trtoato. Under the droumataaoM wo ahall not bo 
pWMf^wo doubt the my mto ten e e ofaay otherwimef 
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Abandon Ahoka^ and Akrora for the great 
fnendship that I bear for them.”* 

The fowlling story will give ua a vwy 
clear idea of the internal condition of the Yadn 
race when they lived in Dwarka.t 

A great quarrel lucke out amongst the 
Yadus on account of a gem called Somcmtaha. 
One of their chiefs named Satrajita obtained it» 
but Krishna thought that it should be possessed 
only by the head of their clan, namely king 
Ugrasena. But he did not speak it out, near 
did he ask for it, for he feared it would add 
fuel to the fire of the great feud that always 
raged among the Yadavas. Satrajita, however, 
was afraid of losing it, and therefore he presen- 
ted it to his brother, Frasena, who was a great 
warrior, believmg that he would be abk to 
retain it inspite of Krishna’s desire to take Ji 
away. 

Once upon a time Frasena went oat|H|p 
hunting excursion, bubhe never retnmedJlHl 
was kiUed by a lion in the deepest part 
forest, and as he wore the jewel at the time, 
was lost with him. But suspicion fell 
Krishna. Many believed that it was Xrldi|jji 
who had murdered Frasena and stolsu the gpplu 

— .1 1 . 11 .11 — Ill iiiiij 

• Th« Valamita, Swti Ftfr*. 

Stei7 k fim is the Viibxni Sama% 
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To remove ibis great stigma, Krishna 
tried to find out where the jewel was. He 
went out alone into the forest, and after a 
diligent search, found the gem and returned 
with it to Dwarka. Calling a meeting of all 
his kinsmen, he handed the gem over to Satra- 
jita in the presence of all.* 


* Viihnn Parana, Harivaasa and Bhagairata relate that 
on going to find out the gem, Krithna saw that it waa with a 
bear, named Jamvavana. He fought with him and defeated 
him. Thereupon the bear gaye him back the gem along with 
hie daughter Jamvayati whom Krishna married. On his 
return to Dwarka, he gave the gem to Satrajita who, in order 
to propitiate him, bestowed upon him his beautiful daughter 
named Satyabhama. 

We believe it would be better if we quote here a paaaage 
that relates the other marriages of Krishna. The Bhagavata, 
fl handa X., Chapter 58th, aays: — **One day Kriahna and 
came to the banka of the Jamuna where they met 
with a most handsome damsel. On Arjnna’a asking hefi *0 
beahtifnl fflaiden» who are jron, whote daughter and whoae 
wile ^ 8ho relied, *I am the daughter of the ezalM Son. 
1 live iA a place underneath the watera of the Jamuna, I qa 
praetiamg hard austerities so that I might be the wife of 
Vialmii/ On hearing her words, Kriahna brought her to 
Indrapr*"*^* ^ married her with due oeremoniea. Vindn 
and Ann- Vinda were the aUies of Dnryodhana. Thagf had m 
hMwitifnl sister named Hitrayiada who oSerod «ho nnptiat 
fsrliiid toSrlalma»btttberbrothdrare^ beatoarlMiroii 
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But the fatal jewel soon brought abont 
Sairajita’s death. One Satadhanya murdered 
him when he was asleep, and stole it. When 
Krishna heard of this most diabolical and cold* 
blooded murder, he, as the leader of the Yadus, 
was obliged to take serious notice of Satadha- 
nya's conduct and to pass upon him the 
capital sentence. But Satadhanya, after 
having secretly handed over the gem to 
Akrura, fled from Dwarka on a fleet steed. 
Kris hn a and Bama pursued him, and after 
a hot chase when they came up with him, 
Satadhanya jumped down from his horse which 
fell dead through excessive exhaustion, and he 
then fled into the forest. Krishna got down 
from his chariot and ran after him. When 
Satadhanya saw that escape was impossible, 
he drew his sword. A fight ensued in which 
Satadhanya was killed. But when 'K'riaK^a 
searched ^ person, he did not find the genv 
On his return to the dbariot, he told this to 

liim. Tbenupon Krishna carried her away by forct. The 
king of Xosala, Nagnajiat, had a very handsome daof^itsr 
named Satya, but he dechured that he would ipve his da ughter 
to Um only, who would be able to chastise the furieus India 
that ha possessed. Krishna trent to Kosala beat dm hfflls, 
and married dm maidm. Alter diis, Krishna married hit 
CDUaila Vadia, dm princess o( Xakeya and dmn osiiied amp 
pxittC0ii of i/MxHj* 

11 




8RIKIU8HNA 


lea 

Talarama who did not believe it. He eud 
with great soom, ‘*Fie to vou I You are ve^ 
avarioiooB. Yon have stolen the gem. 1 wul 
nevor go back to Dwarka.” S^ing this, the 
wrathful Hama went away to v ideha* where 
he lived for three years. 

In the meanwhile Akrura fled from 
Dwarka. Krishna on his return had not the 
slightest doubt that the jewel was with him. 
He therefore again and again asked him to 
«Qme back, but Akrura did not. At last he 
UTM prevailed upon to come. On his arrival, 
jEzieuma convened a meeting of his kinsmen, 
and in the presence of all asked Akrura to 
admit that the jewel was with him. Finding 
that denial would be useless, Akrura handed 
the gem to Krishna. Many of the Yadu 
duefr, mduding Hama, clamoured to have it, 
but Krishna turned a deaf ear to all their 
importunities and returned the gem to Akrura, 
saying that he was the fittest person among 
them dl to wear it. 

Thus did Krishna preserve internal peace 
in the Vrisni city and kingdom amongst inen 
who were ever arrogant and proud, wild 
wd vidonB, — men who had grown enoese* 
ively haughty on acooant of the ttotyhi^ 


• liodcMMomiBtan 
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position that their kinsman Krishna held m 
all India, and for which they too received the 
highest homages from all, — ^men who finally 
exterminated themselves from their own inter* 
nal dissensions. 

But Krishna had also to contend^ against 
foreign foes. He had to defend his c^ more 
than once against external attacks.* He had 
to go out many times to fight against tyraor 
nical kings.t But as will he found later en, 


* See Mahavarata, Sabha Parva, Chapter XlsV, 
t In the Mahavarata, Harivansa, Vishnu Parana and 
other Puranas there are many accounts of Kridma^f varbus 
wars. But they are narratives, full of extraordinary descrip- 
tions ; and it would be mere waste of time to make an attampl 
to pick up from them any lustorical facts. We shall, there- 
fore, simply mention them here. 

(a) War with Naraka. 

Naraka was supposed t6 the son of Earth. He was a 
great demon, and he kept imprisoned in lus harem sixteen 
thousand women who were all finally rescued hy Kridm% 
It is said Krishna married them all. 

(^) War widi Salya. 

This Mng had a city which is said to have floated ti|| 
sky. He fougtht with Krishna with the power of illusiiW hoi 
was Anally beheaded by him. 

U) Whr irifh Paundra king Vasndeva. 

TMs khig asnamed Am fuik of Krislma, <4. Im 
he VM Aid fM hmamaflod of Visimu and Ahtt 




S64 


SRIKRISHNA 


hd was ever averse to war and blood-shed. If 
a battle was to be fought in order to punish 
a tyrant or to protect the people from wrong 
or opprescnon, if it were a righteous battle, 
he was never slow to take up arms. And 
if he ever took up arms, he was never defeated ; 
he was ever invincible and ever victorious. 

But what sort of life did he himself lead ? 
We shall quote one of his biographers.* “One 
day Elrishna thus spoke to his wife Rukmini, 
‘O princess, many highly powerful, mighty, 
wealthy and handsome monarchs sought your 
hand. The great Sisupala was present with 
the view of possessing you ; your father and 


Prince was an impostor. Krishna invaded his kingdom, 
lolled him, and burnt Kasi, (Benares) the king of which came 
to the aid of Vasudeva. 

{d) War with king Bana. 

This king refused to bestow his daughter on Krishna’s 
grandson Anurudhya, in consequence of which Krishna 
attadced him and defeated him after a great battle. It is said 
Bana had one thousand arms. 

In the Mahavarata, Sabha Parva, it is mentioned tiiat 
he congueied the western countries and invaded die 
Fvai^otuiha* 

Bhagavata and Harivansa relate many more battles and 
emu iDOgbt if Krishna. 

* 8lu«wra«t SkatulU Chapter tedi, ShikM lo-aoi 
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brother also wished to bestow you upon him. 
Why then abandoning such desirable matches, 
you wanted to marry a person like myself f 
I have taken shelter in the sea for the fear 
of other kin^ ; I have quarrelled with the 
strong and abandoned all royal prerogatives. 
If women follow men whose conduct is not 
to be understood and who do not remain under 
female control, they are sure to meet with 
great misery. We are poor and the poor 
only love us. ’Friendship and marriage can 
take place among those whose linea^, wealth, 
prowess and beauty are similar. fSdendship 
and marriage can never take place between 
the high and the low. Tou have little 
experience. Ignorant of what I now say, 
you married such a worthless man as I am. 
I am indifferent both to my home and to 
my body. I have no desire for wife, son, or 
riches. I am happy in ihy own self,”* 


^ Here we take leave of Pauranic Krishiu^ K riatw ia 
as described by the Puranas. They have written 
things more about Krishna, but as there is no historka] Vahie* 
in ’these accounts, we have passed them over* HenceferA 
m shall place before our readers Krishna as descriMl H Aia 
MUhavarata* 
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KURU-PANCHALA 

Wscmr Krishna and the Yadavas firmly 
established themselves in Dwarka, a great event 
took place in Northern India. It was the 
Sayamvara* of the Panohala princess, named 
Draupadi. 

Eumjangala and Panchalaf were two of 
the most important kingdoms in the Arya- 
varta.| The two kingdoms were conti^ous to 
each other, and they were inhabited by two 
vetv powerful Aryan clans called the Korns 
ana the Fanchalas. These two great olana 
rose from the same stock, § and they originally 


* See oar note in P. 68. 

f Knrlijangala is modem Dellu and Panchala. modem 
GasbnoL 

t We 4 |tiote a Sloka from the Mam Sanhiia^ Chapter IL 
country bounded by the Himalayas in the nordt 
and V^idhya on the south, by the eastern sea *on the 
easilMd^ weetem sea on the west is known to the teamed 
hjy Aelaeine of Aryavarta.” 

% The ootmpo^ word ^‘Kum-Panchala’' is elteii ime hiib 
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lived together and called themselves by the 
same name. But for some reason or other* 
which it is now impossible to guess, thev 
quarrelled amongst themselves, and separateo. 
some settled in Kurujangala and some in 
Panchala. But their feud was deep-rooted 
■and their quarrel never ceased. Both clans 
went on fighting from generation to genera- 
tion till at last they were almost annuilated 
in the great battle which they fought on the 
field of Kurukshetra.* 

At the time of which we speak, 
Dhritarashtra was the king of the Eoirus, 
but he being blind, the administration rested 
on his uncle, Bhisma, who was the greatest 
warrior and statesman of that age. The 
throne should have been occupied by Bhisma, 
but he had long ago foregone his olainis in 
favour of his younger brothers. His father 
Santanu fell in love with a fisherman’s 
daughter named Satyavati,! but the fishermui 


* See Aihika Parva, Mahavarata, and Part Ut this isorloi 
t She had another name; it was Matsagaadha, It S9 
said that because the smell of fish emanated feoat her 

bote dut name. One day she^as met by lhe» gieAl 
sege ParasarSi and as she allowed him the embrace^ ihe sM 
iwficnred of fta tanU tbiough Ae Ride’s grace. Dwfndtsl 
enbiaca me dw great sage VTtse, lAe am SliMiA 
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refosed to bestow his daughter on the king 
unless he would take a vow to make her son 
lus successor. When Bhisma came to learn 
what had happened, he went to the fisherman 
and took a vow never to occupy the throne 
nor to marry, so that the throne might for 
ever be occupied by Satyavati’s sons and their 
descendants. 

Satyavati gave birth to two sons, but both 
of them died childless, leaving two young 
widows behind. King Santana had long been 
dead ; Bhisma by his vow was preduded from 
marrying ; thus was the great Kuru dynasty 
on the point of becoming extinct. It there- 
fore became necessary to have a child begotten 
of the widowed princesses. Unden such 
exigencies the Aryans of that age had the 
custom of having children begotten on widows 
by the brothers of their husband.* Satyavati 
a Kamn son.t He was the great sage 
Vyasa, the celebrated compiler of the 
Vedas and the great writer of the original 

* It was a prevalent custom in that age. We quote the 
Ki^Vedai loCh Mandala, 40th Sukta, 2nd Rik. 

widows attract %heir husband’s younger brothers to 
dbeit beds, or as women attract men, so who does attract yba, 
<OAswms)?» 

t A son bora of a woman before bet marriage wig ceUei 
'cAMsaon* Sea Mann Sanbita, 9^17^ 
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Purcmcb and Itihasa.* He was appealed to, 
and he begot successively three sons, two on 
the princesses and one on a hand-maid of 
theirs, t The eldest was Dhritarashtra, the next 
was Pandu and the youngest was Vidura, 

Dhritarashtra married the princess of Gan- 
dhara} named Gandhari ; Pandu mamed two 
wives, Pritha§ and Madri. The elder prince 
being blind, the younger Pandu ascended the 
throne. Both brothers lived for some time in 
great amity, but it appeared they* could not 
long pull on. Pandu left Kurujangala, and 
went away to the Himalayas with his wives 
and retainers. Thus another new clan branch- 
ed off from the Kurus which afterwards 
came 'to be known by the name of the 
Pandavas. |1 


* See Iiit];oduction. 

t This was also a prevalent custom in that age, We 
quote Kaustala Brahmana, 11. 

“You are the son of a hand-maid. We shall not tat 
with you.” 

{ Modem Kandahar. It is said that as Dhritarashtra 
was bhnd, Gandhari kept her eyes bandaged aO through hut 
life. She could not bear the idea that she should ha»o fSgSkt 
whereas her husband should not 

8 She was hlso called Kund. She waa 0cm aiststf cf 
KiMma^fatheiv Madri was the princess of Maditt 

B An AsTsadah hhvays ipok its name tvm iwAwl Ite 
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Dhritarashtm had many sons of whom 
Dnijadhana was the eldest.* Bat the Kurus 
did not know for many years together whether 
Panda had begotten any sons, or he was alive 
or dead. Many years after, Kunti returned to 
Ebatinapur, the capital of the Kurus, with 
five young princes, t She said that the three 
elder ones were bom of her, and the two 
younger ones, who were twins, were the sons 
ofMadri. As both Pandu and Madri were 
dead, she thought it proper to come back to 


most celebrated of its members. Thus the Kurus took their 
name from king Kuru, the Yadus from king Yadu, and so 
on. But some of the Oriental scholars of Europe do not 
agree ^tb us in saying that a clan was named after the 
Pandu princes, though we meet with a race called Pandya 
or Pandras in the history of India. See Max Muller’s 
Ancient Sanskrit Literature, p. 44 ; Weber’s History of 
lo&n literature, p. 18 S ; Asiatic Researches, VoL XV.,. 
PP-95*96‘ 

* It is said Gandhari gave birth to one hundred sons. 

t Kunti had a Kanin son who became afterwards lamoQa 
under the name of Kama. It is said that in order to hide 
her shame, she placed the child in a pot and threw it in the 
flvnr« The child was found by a charioteer who gave it to 
his^ srife named Radha, who brought it up. TMi ddld 
eCtetwards became the greatest warrior oftheKinti amiyv 
The hiterpolatort have tnhttedan extraordihaxy iieryto mm* 
IMdih hodMa whkh k 
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the Kura capital. These princes were respeo* 
tively named Judhisthira, Bhima, Ar jnnA^ 
Nakola, and Sahadeva. 

The young princes were welcomed by the 
aged Bishma and king Dhritarashtra as their 
own children. They were affectionately 
brought up by Bishma and Vidura, and placM 
under the tuition of Drona, the great preceptor 
of that age. Ariuna became the greatest 
warrior amongst all the princes, but Duijadhana 
and Bhima became matchless in club-fight. 

They thus grew up to the great joy of 
the people of Hastinapur, to whom Pandu 
was very much beloved, till at last the ELuru 
princes with Duigadhana at their head grew 
extremely jealous^ of them. Duijadhane tried 
to harm them in various ways. Attempts 
were made even on their lives, but the Panda 
princes quietly and silently suffered, nay thev 
tried their utmost to pourt their good will. 
But all Were of no avail ; they were finally 
obliged to leave Hastinapur to save tlmir 
lives.* When they were thus wanderii^ 


* VOmb Diujadhana failed in hie attenipta to IdU dhpl 
Panda pniutea, he induced them to goindt fhwnMMhortas 
ttoecaBedVanaianttn erhecehe canned a hellie of lacttidl* 
Mh llaaaMtMMftiradluiia iritbeecKt iiutraettmi iBilt 
Pnsdam do aieep in that honied andvlua 
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about in exile, the $preat event of which we 
spoke, namely the Saycmvara of the Panchsla 
princess, took place. It created a great stir 
amongst the cmefs and potentates of Northern 

India. 

Draupadi was the only daughter of the 
great Panchala king, Drupada. She had 
two brothers, named Dhrishtadumna and 
Shikhandin, — both of them being great 
warriors. She was the most beautiful and 
accomplished princess in the Aryan Land. 
Young potentates from far and near longed to 
marry her ; but the king Drupada desired to 


fast asleep, Parochana was to set fire to it. Vidura warned 
tlie princes of their danger. Thus instead of Purochana's 
aettmg fire to the house, they themselves did it and fled away 
from the place. It was rumoured that they were all killed. 

It must be mentioned here that many of the Kurus 
doubted the legitimacy of the Pandavass for they said, 
**Pandu is long dead, how could he beget such young 
children It is related that the five Pandavas were begotten 
by five celestials, namely Dharma, Vayu, Indra, and the two 
Atwins, as Kama was by Surja. It is said that Kunti 
obtained a talisman from Rislu Durvasha by which the 
could call to her presence any god she liked. Probably these 
Stones were afterwards added to the Mahavarata to l^oat 
over the custom which became hateful in India in latir 
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bestow her on the Pandu Prince Aquna,* for 
Arjuna was the only prince in India who 
deserved to possess such a prize as Draupadi. 
The old Drupada knew that the third Pandava 
was the greatest warrior in India ; he also 
knew that the sons of Pandu would never be 
able to live in amity witti the sons of 
Dhritarashtra. If he could win them over> 
it would be easy for him to wreak his direct 
vengeance on the Kurus who only a few years 
ago invaded his kingdom and carried fire and 
sword throughout his dominions, t But when 


^Mahavarata, Adi Parva, Chapter CLXXXVIL, ^oka 
8, says “Jajnasena (Drupada) always cherished the wish 
to bestow his daughter on Kirid (Arjuna), the son o£ Pandut 
but did not speak it out to anybody.” 

t It is related in the Adi Parva, Mahavarata, that the 
illustrious preceptor of that age, the celebrated Drona, was 
a great fnend of king Drupada* But they finally qnarrettedi 
and Drona came to the hereditary enemies of the Fanchala^ 
namely the Kurus. Drona’s brother-in-law, Kripa, was dm 
the preceptor of the Kuru Princes. When Drona came ^ 
Hastinapur, he was welcomed with all respects, and aQ dm 
Kttru princes were placed under his charge* A few years 
after, he marched with the Kurus and invaded Panchala, 
Dn^pada was defeated and half of his kingdom wi^ ponexud- 
tothe Kum dominions* Drupada then perfmn^ a gteafc 
Inordar lolmvea sonwhowoddldU Dfona* Vtim 
m Smmo mm two one mm 
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be made all arrangements to bold the 
Sayamoara of his daughter, the Fandavas 
were exiles^-wandeiing i^m place to place. 


me Dbristadumna and Slukhandin, and the daughter was 
Dranpadi. 



CHAFTEB XIX 


THE MARRIAGE OF DRAUPADI 

Kma Drupada contrived to do something by 
Trhich he was able to bestow his beaurifu 
daughter on the very person whom he seleo^ 
for her. It would ro better for us to quote the 
ancient chronicler.* 

“The Fanchala king caused a ve^ stiff 
bow to be made, — a bow incapable of being 
l^nt by any man except Aijuna. He oauaea 
a macnineiy to be erected in the sly and Mt up 
a mark to be shot through that maohinezy. 
The king Drupada then proclaimed the 
Sa^mvara with these words >— *He who will 
stnng this bow, and he who will be able to 
shoot the mark above the machinery will obtihi 
my daughter.’ Having heard this, all the 


♦ Hencefordi we ahaS follow foe MahavWata ia wfotag 
foe account of Krishna’s life, for there is nofoiiv mev* of' 
histoncal value in any of foe Pnranas. As foe ori|^balsMt]r 
of foe Malwvaxata was written hy a oooteinpetaiy dnwfotev 
weshantiy tearibecetoiis descriprions as much as 
Shnqper^eefoig foeae tnatteis foatwe haws xtltiMdWiafte 
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chie& and potentates of Aryavarta arrived at 
the capital of the Panchala king.” 

*'The Sayamvara arena was built on an 
auspicious ground. It was surrounded by 
palaces and enclosed on all sides by a wall and 
a moat. It was ornamented with gates and 
arches, and covered all over with a beautiful 
canopy. It resounded with the sounds of 
thousands of trumpets. Ic was scented with 
Aguru (black aloe), ornamented with garlands 
and sprinkled with sandal-paste.” 

“The assemblage of kings and princes 
daily increased, and the arena looked gay with 
the performances of the actors and dancers. 
When this grand assembly had assembled for 
fifteen days, then on the sixteenth day, 
Draupadi, having bathed and having been 
attired in the best robes and adorned with all 
her oman^ents, entered the arena, carrying in 
her hand a golden dish, on which there were 
garlands of flowers and other ofierings of the 
Arghya."* 

“All the musical instruments having been 
stomted, Dhristadumna came forward ta!b^g 
hoB of his mster's arms. He stood in the midst 
of tho assembly and spoke thus in a loud voice, 

it s c<dIectioii cf afew Odnga Itmtstftnqni 
ofltawd w a isaa «4iom one (pedally waatMl to hawNH', 
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'Hear, O ye aasembled princes, this is tha 
bow, that is the mark, and these are the 
arrows. Shoot the mark through the orifioe 
of the maohineiy. Truly do 1 say, he who, 
possessing noble birth, beauty, and strmgt^ 
will achieve this great feat shiul to-day obtain 

for his wife my aster Draupadi.”* 

The five Pandu princes were present in 
that great Sayamvara assembly, l^ey came 
there in disguise and were seated amongst# 
the mendicant Brahmansf as one of them. 
They were eager to form an alliance with the 
powerful Panchfida king so that they might 


• Mahavarata, Farva, Chapter i8th. 
t In the vedic age in which Krishiia was bom, the cafte 
system, as it now esdsts in India, was not formed. Those 
that performed the Sacrifices, on behalf of the Idiigt and 
wealthy men were called the Brahmans. They were paid lor 
their labour, and consequendy they held rather a lower posidQH 
than the ruling dass. But If any of them were leacna^ 
as they often were, he was highly respected by aU. But diem 
was 1 IO caste dbdecdon ; all men had equal rights to atedf 
die Vedas, widd te arms, or tiM the bald, Vyasa wee dbe 
eon of a Brahman, named Parasara, but his asodier wm % 
fisherman^ daui^hier, idm afterwards became the wila ol ^ 
idiiig. Drana was a Brahman, hut mstead of bung a 

le was a gnat wenior. Our readerh wQt find Ab 
dhfiia el fta IkaM^Ma heats om oar 
12 
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S )t back their juat portion in their father's 
ngdom. They were ako desirous to display 
their prowess in an assembly in which almost 
all the Aryan princes were present. Leav- 
ing their mother in a potterk house, tiiey 
eame to the assembly and sat apart amongst 
the Brahmans who had come there in hundreds 
in expectation of receiving alms. 

Krishna was also present, but he did not 
go there to obtain the hands of Draupadi, 
lor he made no attempt to get her. But he 
was the only man amongst the thousands 
that were present there who recognised the 
Fandavas tiirough their disguise. Though 
he never met his cousins before, yet he easuy 
guessed that the five so-called Brahmans were 
no other than the five Pandu princes. He 
florutinised every man present there, as was 
^ wont, {md the Panmvas could not escape 
his penetrating eye. Turning to his brother 
Bams, he toM liim his thoughts, adding, 
have heard the eons of Pandu escaped from 
the burning lac-house." To which Hama 
replied, "I am glad to hear that our father’s 
eister ^tha with her heroic sons are alive.” 

T3ie Kum princes, Dujjadhana and otims 
inth their great friend Kama were abo 
ineaenti. The great Jaxasandha and ^snpala 
with all thdor dOies ahd Mends were theie. 
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Each and every one of the Karos was eatoer 
to possess the beautiful princess, and if^posswle 
thus to wipe out by this alliance their eyer> 
lasting feud with the Panchala king. 

'‘But,” the ancient chronicler adds, “those 
kings could not even in their imagination 
string that bow. In exerting with swelling 
lips to string it, each according to his strength, 
education, skill and energy, they were bB 
tossed up on the ground. Seeing this,, that 
great bowman Kama went to the place where 
the bow was. He quickly raised it up, strinead 
it, and placed the airows on the string. Bat 
Draupadi said in a loud voice, will not 
choose a Suta {[chanoteer’s so^ for my 
husband.’ Laughing in vexation, threw 
atide the bow and came to his seat.” 

“When ^ the kings desisted from the 
attempt, Atiuna rose from among the 
Brahma^. ^ l^e Bn^mans med out, ^ow 
can a stripling, unpra^sed in arms and week 
in strength, sb^g that bow which the celelvih 
ted princes have failed to do ? If lut 
to achieve success in the act, whidi ^hai 
Undertaken by his boykh restiessness, i]|(| 
Brahmans wUl be ridiculous in the eyes oi 
the kinga”* 

t- 


iMt Chapteir 
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**Aijaiia came to the bow and stood there 
•8 steady as a monntaiii. Walking round the 
bow in due form, he took it up. He stringed 
it in the twining of an eye, shot the mark, 
and brought it down on the ground through 
the orifice. A great uproar arose in the 
arena; the Brahmans waved their garments 
in joy : the assembled kings and princes 
a^rra exclamations of grief and despair ; 
the musicians struck up hundreds of drums 
and trumpets, and the l»rds and the heralds 
chanted the praises of the hero. Draupadi 
slowly walked up to Aijuna with a white 
robe and a garland of flowers.” 

Bat the disappointed chiefs rose in arms ; 
they made an attempt to cany away the 
princess by force, but Ariuna was too strong 
we any of them. A battle was about to 
ensue, which would have been fought to the 
•bittn^ end had not Elrishna risen to be 


the mediator. He was known by all the 
nrincM present there to be far superior to them 
mth in arms rad in learning. !l%erefore when 
hs rose rad sud, “This princess has been justly 
rad in aeoordraoe with the Ordinance won by 
l^tunra,” they ceased fighting and paaoa* 
aUy went away to their respective hingdoma 


*n>a Braofaala p rince * ^ Bmupadi traa 
finally mmried in doe fonn Banda 
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princess.* When the Pandavas had been 
married, Krishna sent to them various golden 
ornaments set with pearls and gems. He mate 
them many other presents, of which they ware 
in great need at the time, in order to keep 
their position as the princes of Karajang{da.t 


>0 Such marnages were common in the age of which we 
speak. We quote the Atharva Veda 9-5-27-28. 

“The woman that accept a husband when her first 
husband is alive is never separated from him by giving away 
Aja Panchandana, If the second husband gives away 
Aja Panchandana with Dakskina^ he and his wife go to 
the same region.” See also the Atharva Veda 

The Pandavas passed their early life in Tibet It is sfiU 
a prevalent custom of that country for the women to have a 
plurality of husbands. This custom is still to be met with 
among some of the Hindu castes in many parts of Indian 
specially in Onssa. 

t This custom disappeared with the Ve^c i^e* , It^ 
became then absolutely necessary for the writers of the 
Brahmanical period i, e. when Brahmanical supremacy wto 
extreme, to gloss it over. They could not bear the 
such was the custom of their forefathers. Hius item ChifptKto 
exen., to CCI., Adi Parva, Mahavarata, had to 1 ^ 
IntexpoltLted. In these chapters we find that yfbm Uto 
Pandavas returned home, they cried from the door, 

^ bnve got splendid alms to-day.” The mother 

'“Whativer Hbe, mysonst divide it among all of 

that thrir moHier’s word ought not bec o me lalse^ they toitil|4 
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When they met, Judhisthira asked 
ITrialina, «0 prince, how have you been able to 
trace ns, living as we do in disguise V’ Krishna 
smilingly replied, “O king, fire, even if it is 
covered, can eaidly be known. Who else among 
men except the Pandavas can perform snch 
feats ?"• 


die princess all together. Then Vyasa came and said many 
extraordmary, ridiculous and foolish thmgs to remove the 
scruples of all concerned. We need not dwell on these 
chapters, as only a cursory view of them would show that 
hey are the works of a poetaster. 

• Mahavarata, Adi Parva, Chapter 190th, Slokas 23-24. 



CHAPTER XX 

INDRAPRASTHA 


Thb news of the marriage of the Pandaraa 
with the Fanchala princess soon reached 
Haatinapar. It was a very serious news to the 
Kura l^ng. He was fully aware that if he 
declined to give the Fandavas their father’s 
kingdom, then their hereditary and ever- 
lasting enemy, king Drupada, would make 
it a plea to wreak his vengeance upon 
him. Therefore Dhritarashtra privately 
consulted with his son Duijadhana and 
his friends.* We shall quote the ancient 
chomicler.f 


* Kama, Sukam, and Dushasana were tbe three cUef 
counsellors of Durjadhana. They always supported him in 
all Ins acts, both good and evil. Kama, as we have already 
said, was a Kamn son of Kunti, but he was not aware of it 
He grew to be a great warrior, and Durjadhana eagerly 
welcomed him to his court io order to ke^ a balance of 
TOWtf vdth the Fandavas, for there was so other man in 


present m the Kuru court, we b^eve the title was only an 
^nwaryone. It is probable Kama never ruled over Aagn 
(modem Western Bengal) which waa then but a forest 

Sukani was the prince of Gandhara. He was the brodlef 
of Gan^ari, and therefore the metemal uncKb of Durjad^MSilk^ 
This printe always lived in Hastinapur and was in ^ 
evil snenius of Durjadhana. 

Dushasana was one of the brothers of DuijaAumh hnd 
a great supporter of all his evil acts. Out ol the 

S.*Si5i£i£rSgr,S&.r~* 

t The ipeedbes that we quote axe loi^ in the InII^ 
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“Dnijadhaoa and Elarna came to the king, 
and they thoa spoke to him, ‘0 father, you are 
not acting as you should. You ought to act 
in such a way as to weaken the power of the 
Pandavas.’ Dhritarasbtra, ever weak and ever 
fcmd of his sons, said, ‘0 Durjadhana, tell me 
what is in your mind and in the mind of 
Kama V The wicked Durjadhana then thus 
addressed his father, 'Let us by the help of 
tmsted and skilful Brahmans privately create 
dissensions amongst the Fandavas. A (juarrel 
between the sons of Kunti and Madri is not 
improbable. Or let the king Drupada with his 
sons and all his ministers of state be tempted 
by the offer of vast wealth, so that he 
may abandon the cause of the Fandavas. 
Or let our spies speak to each of the 
Fandavas ^ sej^ately the inconveniences 
of living in Hastinapur. Let them induce 
the sons of Pandu to live in Fanchala. 

father, employ any of these means 
which aj^iear to you faultless. Time passes 


nvgive ooljr portknu of them. Wf pnipotdjr quote 
for dwy would gire oar readen • fair idea of (he vatieos 
IBsa w^ whom we thall hare (o come ia contact aO Humtifk 
thli WQifc. See Mabavarata, Adi Patva, Caieater iosmI l» 
t e qi i i) 
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away. ,We should not make any further 
delay” 

Kama said, *0 Durjadhana, in my opinion, 
your reasonings are not well founded. No 
machination would succeed against the 
Pandavas. You have formerly tried to acoom- 
plish your desire by various subtle means, but 
you were not successful in your attempts. In 
my opinion, this is what is good and advisable 
for us, namely, to attack and fight with them 
till they are extirpated.’ Having heard what 
Kama said, the great king Dhri&ashtra gave 
him high praise, and he then thus addr^Ksed 
him, ‘You are gifted with great wisdom. You 
are highly accomplished in arms. Such words, 
breatmng the spirit of heroism, are surely 
worthy of you. But let Bhisma, Drona, and 
Vidura and you all consult together. Then 
adopt that means which will be to our g;ood. 
He then summoned to* him all his ministers 
and counsellors. 

In the council the old patriarch, the ever 
wise Bhisma, thus spoke : — Dhritarashtre* 
1 can never consent to a quarrel with the spns 
^Pandu. Fandu was to me as you are to me* 
The sons of Qandhari are as dear to mt a# 
those of Eunti, Conclude a treaty wi^ 
those heroes and give ^m half of the 
O 3)ii]}«MSia&a, as you considsg 
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kingdom yotff paternal property, soi do tho 
Pandavas. Therefore I ask you not to quarrel 
with them.' 

Drona said, ‘O King, friends summoned 
for consultation should always smak what is 
right and conducive to fame. O Sire, my 
opinion is the same as that of the illustrious 
Bhisma. Let the sons of K.unti have a share 
in tile kingdom.’ 

Kama rose in anger and said, ‘0 king 
these two old men are supported by your 
wealth. They are supposed to be your best 
friends. What can be more surprising than 
that they should give you advice that is not 
for your good V 

The great preceptor, Drona, mildly said,. 
*0 Kama, know what I have said is good for 
aU. This would be for the prosperity of the 
Kdrn race. If you consider it as productive- 
of evil, say what would be to our good.’ 

Vidura said, *0 king, your friends hava 
tqpoken to you what would be for our good, 
mat it appears you do not accept it. Knowing 
that the claim of the Pandavas to tiie kingdosf 
is even prior to yours, behave virtuously 
towards them. The stain of calumny is oit 
ymi on account of the act of Popodhana.*’ 

W ItUt mCbis (0 the bsniag of Aa lac4oiMo, 
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Wadi yourself off it by kindly behaving 
towards the sons of Panda. O King, we hav& 
not very long ago waged a great war with 
king Drupada. If we can now secure him 
as an ally, it will strengthen our power. .The 
Yadus are numerous and powerful They 
will all be there where Krishna ^11 be, and 
where Krishna is, victory is certain. I have 
not the least doubt that the great Vr^i 
prince will stand by the Pandavaa O Sire, 
having heard that the sons of Prkha are alive,, 
the men of the city and the kingdom have 
become ezceedii^ly glad. They are all eager 
to see them. Do what will be agreeable to- 
them.’ 

King Dhritarashtra then said, 'O Yidurar 
the learned Bhisma and the illustrious Bishi 
Drona and you ^ yourself have said the 
truth, and w^t is good for us. As the 
heroic sons of Kunti are the sons of Panda,, 
so are they also my sons. As my sons are 
entitled to this kingdom, so certainly are the 
sons of Panda. Go, Vidura, and in due alfep> 
tign bring the Pandavaa here along with their 
nwther. Bring also with them the Panchehk 
ptinoesB, I^mupadi of celestial beauty.’ 

^niereapon Vidnta at the oomnuud 
Dhritazacihtra went to king Drapada and 
the Pandavaa. ^ took witili hm wmkcoH 
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gems and jewels and varioas other riohes 
to be presented to the Panchala king to 
-the Pandavas, and to Dranpadi. Having 
■arrived at the Panchala city, he waited 
upon king Drumula who received him in 
proper rorm. They both enquired after 
•each other’s health. Vidura then saw the 
Pandavas and Krishna, embraced them in 
affection, and enquired after their health. 
He then presented to the Pandavas, to Kunti, 
Hraupadi, DAipada and Dmpada’s sons the 
gems and jewels and various kinds of 
wealth sent to them by the Kurus, and 
thus addressed the great Panchala king. ‘0 
■Sire, Dhritarashtra with his ministers, sons 
and friends has again and again enquired after 
your welfare. He has been highly honoured 
by an alliance with you. All the Kurus regard 
themselves greatly blessed by this alliance. 
This alliance with you has made them hazier 
than if they have ^ acquired a new Idngdom. 
O Sire, now permit Pandavas to retnm 
to Hastinapur. The Kurus are exceedingly 
eager to see the sons of Panda. They at(e 
long absent from their home, th^ iM 
must be very es^r to see their own aity« 
All the Korn ladies, all the oitisens, all oar 
eabjeots are eagerly waitis^ to see the 
Panchala Bcineass, Hraapadi.* 
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The Paochala kin^ replied, ‘O Vidara, 
I too have been exceedingly happy by this 
alliance. It is proper for these illustriona 
^inces to return to their ancestral kingdom. 
But it is not proper for me to say this myself. 
If Judhisthira, Bhima, Ariuna, Nakula and 
Sahadeva, if Rama and &ishna, who are 
highlj^ learned in the ♦precepts of religion,, 
wish it, then let the Pandavas along with my 
daughter go back to Hastinapur.' 

Judhisthira said, ‘O Sire, I with all mv 
brothers are dependent on you. We shau 
all gladly do what you will command us.^ 

As king Drupada looked at Ejrishna, h# 
said, T am of opinion that they should go. 
But we must all abide by the opinion of Iritig 
Dropada who is highly learned in the preoepta 
of virtue.' 

The Panchala king then said, ‘Having- 
considered all the circumstances, I agree with 
this foremost of men, this heroic ami mighty^ 
armed Vrisni prince. They should return 
to their own ancestral kingdom.’ 

Having been commanded by the iBiistri-' 
^ Panchala long, the Pandavas wiiih 
Draupa^ and Kunti started with *Vldui^ 
te th^ of their forefathers. Wlmn l&r 
Dh nt a w ii ntra Igariit that they had 
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he sent oat' the Kara princes and his great' 
ministers to receive them. The city became 
radiant with sight-seers. Thousands of men, 
women and children hastened toward the 
place to see their beloved Panda princes 
retamed to their city. 

The Fandavas then went to the place 
and worshipp^ the feet of Dhritwashfem, as 
also those oi Shisma and also the feet of all 
else that deserved the honour. They enquired 
after the health of all, and then entered the 
palace assigned to them.’ 

When they had taken some rest, they 
^ere sammonw by the king, who thos 
addressed them, ‘O Judhisthira, listen with 
yoar brothers to what I say. Go to Ehan- 
davaprastha,* so that no difierences may 
again arise between you and children. 
It you live there, none shall be able to iqjare 
you.’ 

Agreeably to the king’s order, the 
PaadavBS started for Khanimvaprastha. It 
was a fearfol forest, bat they founded a gi^t 
4diy there and named it Indraprastha. ^ey 
received only an externdve ^aiy load for 
th^ kingdom — an wild tract covered wi& 


* A* Hssliaspnr stood on the banks ot ttoOitl^ve 
m$ Xhaatorspmstha situated oa tebSsks el 
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dense forest. But they did not complain ; 
they began to build up there a great kin^oniy 
which soon became the greatest in all India. 
Having settled them in their new city> 
JCrishna with their permission returned to 
Hwarka. 



CHAPTER XXI 


THE MARRIAGE OF SUBHADRA 

Some time after, when the Pandavas had 
comfortably settled down in their new city^ 
Aijuna went to pay a visit to the Vrieni 
prince Krishna in his own city Dwarka * We 
shall again quote our historian : — 

When the invincible Aijuna came to the 


• Chapter, CCXX., to CCXXL, Adi Parva, Mahavarata 
are interpolations to gloss over the marriage of DraiipadL 
They relate the arrival of Narada in the Pandava Court 
He asiked them to make an arrangement amongst themselves 
BO that they might not quarrel over their wife. Under his 
advice, die Pandavas took a vow that if any of them would 
approach Draupadi when one of them would be with her, then 
he would go to eidle for twelve years. 

One day when Judhisthira was with Dranpa^ a 
Brahmana pitiously appealed to Arjuna to rescue hia kiae 
ItoiB the robbers. Arjuna faced die dire calamity of eidle and 
entered the room in which Judhisthira was with Draupadi at 
thetimoilor in that room he bad all his weapons. Having 
rescued die lone, he returned to his brothers andasked iheir 
perntisikm to go away to exile. He left IndrOpraitha acdl 
fxnoad aihottt tBany plaM jtiU at last he oam to the Pto^^ 
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boly and charming Frovasa,* Kriahna heard 
of it and went to meet hia friend. Embracing 
each other, they enquired after each others 
health, lliey apent aome time in the 
Provaaa and then went to the Baivataka 
hill. Before their arrival, the hill waa, at 
the command of Efriahna, decorated in vaiioQs 
ways by many artificers. Various sorts of 
eatables were also collected for the reception 
of the Fandu prince. Eqjoying everyth^ 
that was provided for him, Aijuna sat 
down to witness the performances of actors 
and dancers. After dismissing th«n all with 
proper respect, the Faudava hero then 
retired for the night. 

He rose in the morning, awakened 1^ 
the sweet sonra and melodious notes of 
the Ftna,t and the panegyrics and 
benediotiona of the bards. Aftor he had 
performed the daily ijtes, he was accosted 
with afifedaon by the Vriani prince. 13^ 
ascending a golden chariot, he started with 
Krishna for Dwarka. 

The oitiien of the Vriani oify eonae hf 
hundreds and thousands into we pabm 


flw now aeend pagnnasesf AatSfa h 
ms is CNnt vaif SMT XHwka. 

t n s B i i egil — licri fa t ttu n WBt 
18 
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streets to see him. Dwarka with its 
gardens^ houses and streets, was beautifully 
decorat^ to give a grand reception to 
the Pandu prince. He was respectfully 
welcomed by all the Bhoias, the Andhakas, 
the Vrisnis and the whole Yadu race. He 
in return worshipped all that deserved his 
worship and received their blessings. He was 
accorded a hearty welcome and affectionate 
reception by all the young men of the 
Yadu race. He too again and again 
emluraced them all. He then passed many 
days in the delightful mansion of Krishna. 

A few days after his arrival, a great 
festival was held by the Vrisnis on the 
Raivataka hill.^ In this great festivity in 
honour of the hill, Arjuna gave away much 
wealth to the hundreds of Brahmans that 
assembled there. The Raivataka was in a 
sea of merriment the musicians played in 
concert on all their musical instruments, the 
dancers danced, and the songsters sang. The 
effulgent youths of the Vrisni race, adorned 
witih ornaments, looked handsome everywhere. 

*Oiir rea«lers will find that Krishna introdnccMl bis fes* 
fivhy in honouroC the hill even amongst his own 
Vit need not remind oar readers thathe first heU it in dm 
Vtindmm In honour of the hill 
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Intoxicated with drink, adorned with beanti* 
ful garlands, attired in costly robes, aooozo* 
panied by their wives and lollowed by the 
musicians, they sported about like the 
celestials in heaven. 

When thus walking about, Krishrta 
brought Aijuna to the place where his sister, 
the roautiful Subhadra, was sorting with 
her companions. As soon as Arjuna saw her, 
he was struck with her extraormnary beauty. 
Having seen that Aijuna was looking at her 
with marked attention, Krishna smilingly 
asked, ‘How is it that the mind of a maw 
like you is thus agitated by seeing a girl !’ 
Arjuna asked who the maiden was, and 
Krishna replied, ‘She is my sister, Subhadra. 
She is the most beloved daughter of my father. 
If your mind is really set upon her, I sh^ 
speak to my father.’ 

Aijuna said, ‘She is the daughter -of 
Basudeva and the sister of Krishna, she is 
matchless in beauty, — whom can she not 
fascinate t If your sister become nay wi^ 
I shall then consider that 1 have gained aQ 
the prosperity of the world. Tell me the 
u^eans whereby I may obtain her.' 

Krishna replied, ‘Fidend, i8bijfOHm)ara‘'i^ 
no doubt the tonn •of mairiage pievalSBt 
amongat us, hut it would be vefy dotAtfid in 
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yoor oaae, for we do not know her temper and 
disposition — she may not chose you. In the 
esse of heroes the forcible taking away of a 
maiden for the purpose of marnage is also 
praiseworthy. Therefore if you are eager to 
marry her, carry her off.’* 

Having settled every thing about what 
should be done, Krishna and Arjuna sent some 
swift messengers to Judhisthira at Indra- 
prastha. When in due course of time Arjuna 
got his brother’s assent, he decided in consulta- 
tion with Elrishna all that was to be done. 

Learning one day that the Vrisni princess 
ha^ gone to the Baivataka hill, Aijuna set out 
on E^hna’s chariot as if in a hunting excur- 
sion. He waited on the way by which subhadra 
would return. As soon as he saw her he 
suddenly rushed towards her and took her 
upon Im chariot.^ He then drove fast away 
towards has own dty Indraprastha. 

In the meanwhile the armed attendants 
of the princess ran towards Dwarka to give 

• It is quite appaient Krishna was all along eager to 
many sister to Arjuna. But he was aware that his gioiid 
Idnsmen would not agree to bestow a Vrisni prinoeis dn a 
jpaodwrii lor as we hare almdy said diete was a greet donbt 
shoal the iegldaiacy d teurhirtfa. It is te this reaahii that 
ho adfM Aijaaa to cany Solihadra away. 
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information of what had happened* They 
rushed into the Yadava court and represented 
to the Savapala^ that the princess Subhadra 
had been carried away by the Pandu prince, 
llaving heard this, the Savapala immediately 
blew his golden trumpet, calling every one 
to arms. Alarmed at that sound, the lohojas, 
the Vrisnis and the Andhakas poured in from 
all directions. When they heard what had 
happened, they all cried, ^Yoke your cars, yoke 
your oars. We must punish the impudent 
Kuru.' But Valarama asked them to have 

S tienoe and addressed them thus, ‘O Sense- 
s men, what are you doing, when Krisbna 
does say nothing ? Let Krishna speak out 
what he proposes to do/ Then he turned 
towards his younger brother and thus st^e 
to him. 'Why do you not speak ? Why 
are you silent ? It was for your ^ sake tl^t 
Arjuna was welcomed -and received with 
aJl honour by us. It now appears that 
wretch, that fool does not deserve our 
welcome and honour. By insulting us all# 
he has carried away Subhadra by force. Ho 
has placed his foot on our head. Never 
diaU I put up with the insult otfbred 
Ajgnim.’ 
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Elrislma with great calmness said, 

‘Aijuna has not insulted our family by 
what he has done. Rather he has enhanced 
our glory. Aijuna knows that we are not 
mercenary and we shall not give aw^ 
Subhadra to him by receiving wealth. 
regarded the Sayamvara doubtful in its 
consequences, for Subhadra might make 
some other choice. He is not a man that 
would accept a bride as a gift, as if she 
were a cattle. He knew that there was 
none who would sell to him his own 
daughter. Under the circumstances Aijuna 
and no other alternative than to carry 
away the maiden. He has done it according 
tq custom and ordinance.* This alliance is 
a very proper one. Arjuna is the fittest 
husband for Subhadra. He comes of the 
illustrious Bharata race ; he is also our 
ooufflu, the son of our father’s sister, he is 
the neatest warrior of our age. Who 
could M a better match for our sister 
Aijuna ? I would, therefore, ask you to go 
to him and stop him by oonoiUation. If we 


* We iMve abeadr aud in our footnotek page tSSt Aat 
the canyieg away of a sudden waa tfaonght by a Aiyena 
10 be the beat way of marrying a farida Kiiahaa poieiad 
eeCliia reaieai for net diaappmving AeooBdnet of Aijoda. ' 
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go to fight with him and if we are defeated, 
our fame will be destroyed for ever. There 
is no disgrace, however, in reconciliation.’ 

Having heard these words of Krishna, 
the Yadus thought that he was right. They 
then all went and stopped him. Then 
bringing him back in great honour, they 
bestowed their beloved princess Subhadra 
on him with great pomp and grandeur. 



CHAPTER XXn 


THE GREAT ASSEMBLY HALL 

After the marriage of Subhadra, the 
people of Dwarka, with Hama and knshna 
at weir head, according to custom started for 
Indraprastha to pay a complimentary visit to 
the Pandavas. When they all were at 
Indraprastha, the Pandu princes desired to 
clear a larger tract of lana than what they 
possessed by burning down the great Khandava 
lorest.^ The order was issued, thousands of men 

* After tbe marriage of Subhadra follow Chapters 
CCXXlll to CCXXVl., these are the last chapters of the 
Adi Parva Mahavarata. They are called the Khandavadaha 
^anfOt or the burning of the Khandava forest. There is 
hardly anything of historical value in these chapters. They 
are obvious after-interpolations, added by later poets who 
based their descriptions on the burning of the Khandava 
by tbe Pandavas. Perhaps it was this fact only that was 
mentioned by Vyasa in the original Mahavarata. At the 
age of vduch we speak, the Aryans settled in India by burning 
down die forests with which die whole country was covered. 
A lew chapters Ingher up we find that die Pandavas obtfuned 
only a fearful forest to found their city upon. It was qplie 
naiofil, dienfore^ dial they would bom down das forest to 
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were collected, and every arrangement was 
made. When everything necessary was done, 
Krishna and Arjuna with all the people set 
out from their city, and on reaching the forest, 
they set fire to it. Soon did the all-destroying 
element fearfully rage and foam and roar, 
consuming everything that came in its way. 
It was an awful sight. Thousands of birds 
fiew up and dropped down into the raging fire 
with their wings and feathers burnt down. 
Innumerable wild beasts piteously screamed 
and roared, and ran in all directions, but 
none of them was able to get out of the 
reach of the fearful fire that enveloped 
them like a fiery demon, licking his tongue 
to taste their blood. A Danava,* named may^ 

clear the tract. Perhaps the great Vyasa wrote this much, but 
the later poets added that one day when Krishna and Arjuna 
were sitting on the banks of the Jamuna^ the fire-god, 
Agni, came to them in the disfifhise of a Brahman and he 
asked them to give him some food. When asked what 
food be desired to have, he then introduced himself as the 
fire-god and told the two heroes that be wanted to 
consume the Khandan^ forest, for he had got dyspepsia by 
eating too much of sacrifical ghi$ and die consumption of tlie 
JCkamUnfa was Hs only remedy. Krishna and Arjuna 
promised to help him in the matter and thus the Khaadava 
forest came to be botnt down. These desanptkttS me tab 
pdIpMt fictions to he taken into serious eoiuddeiatiQib< 

♦ eriginal inhabitants of In^ Sea oaf unie la p. 
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who used to live in this forest was at the 
point of bein^ burnt down ; but Aijuna 
hastened to his rescue and saved his life. 
When the forest was completely burned down, 
Moy came to Aijuna and thus addressed him, 
“0 son of Kunti, I have been saved by you 
from this angry fire-god, who desired to 
consume me. Tell me what I shall do for 
you.”* 

Ajjuna replied, “0 great Dauava, you 
have done everything. You have nothing 
more to do. Go wherever you like. Be always 
well-disposed towards us as we are always well- 
disposed towards you.” 

Moy said, “O lord, what you have said is 
fully worthy of you. But, 0 descendant of 
Bharata, I gladly desire to do something for 
jrou. I am a great artist, — ^in fact I am the 
Viswakarmat of the Danavas. O son of 
Pandu, allow me to do something for you.” 


• See Sava Parva, Mahavarata, Chapter I. The major 
Tortioh of the Sava Parva is evidently a portion of the original 
tlahavarata. As the story of Moy Danava is found in it, 
M iMOtpi it as a fact Another ground for our accepting it ia 
tint flw Great Assembly Hall that Moy bmh was rite axle on 
aMdi the whole story of the Mahavarata roUed. 

t ^%wakaima StoraUy means the maker of the wtiveno. 
Batbaieit refers to the Kngineer^tMliisf of the Danavas. 
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.^una said, “0 Danava, you consider that 
your life has been saved by me. Such being 
the case, I cannot make you do anything for 
me. But I am not willing to ' disappoint yon. 
Do something for Krishna. That will be 
sufficient requital for my services to you,” 

Moy turned towards Krishna and pressed 
him to say what he could do for him ; but 
Krishna did not ask any thing to be done for 
him. He said, “O best of artists, if you desire 
to do some service to me, then build a large 
Assembly Hall for king Judhisthira. Buud 
such an Assembly Hall that mortal men may 
not be able to build another like it.” 

Then Krishna and Aipuna, having told 
every thing to Judhisthira, introduced Moy to 
him. The king received lum with all honours, 
and Moy too accepted them with due respect 
and humility. 

Then at the reque^ of Krishna, Moy in 
course of time built a magnificent and wondeiv 
ful Assembly Hidl for the Fandavas. The 
people gazed at it in wonder and astonishment, 
bat none of them ever dreamed what wooM 
be the outcome of its constmotion in thw 
mty. It never crossed their mind why oat of 
thi^iiaiidB of things Krishna adced the I>aiifwa 
to Inuld an AsMmbly Hall f«nr the Banda 
prinoas. 
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This beautiful and matchless Savc^ at no 
distant date produced two very important 
but contrary results. It led king Judtothira 
to perform the great Eajsuya Sacrifice 
in which he assumed the Imperial Dignity. 
His magnificence, power and wealth filled 
the minds of his cousins, the Kurus, — Dur- 
j^hana and others, — with great jealousy. 
They challenged him to a game of dice, 
and winning from him all that he possessed, 
made him take a vow to go to exile for 
thirteen years. These dissensions and frater- 
nal quarrels finally ended in the great 
battle of Kurukshetra in which almost all 
the chiefs and potentates of India, nay half 
the people of the Aryan race, lost their 
lives. 

But in this sanguinary field of battle 
where millions of men fell fighting, where 
Mood streamed forth and where death 
danced like a fierce demon, Krishna preach- 
ed his Great Religion. On this fearful 
field he preached to the human race the 
Words of God. In the midst of the dead and 


^ SaB» is an AaaemUy Halt Heie it means the hal^ 
vliete the Ung held Us conn and petConned aB lia ydbBc 
and rajFal fonctiaM. 
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the dying, he raised his finger and pointed to 
mankind the way to the land of ever- 
lasting bliss. In the holy field of 
Kurukshetra did he establish in the world 
the Kingdom of Righteousness — not in mere 
words, but in living reality. 



CHAPTER XXm 


PROPOSAL FOR RAJSUYA 

The kingdom of Indraprastha became 
more prosperous and more powerful than the 
old kingdom of Hastinapur.* With the prowess 
of arms of his four heroic brothers, Judtothira 
became a very great king. Many chiefs and 

g otentates acknowledged his supremacy, and 
is treasury was filled with immense wealth.! 
His relatives, friends and ministers urged him 
to assume the Imperial Dignity by perfor- 
ming the great Rajsuya Sacrifice. The 
grand Assembly Hall was ready, his power 
was immense, — why should he not become 
the king of all the kings of Northern 
India 


* After the burning of the forest and the building of the 
Assembly Hall, there follow mght chapters in the Sava Parva, 
Mahavarata. They contain a lecture by Narada to Judhisthira. 
There is no mention of Krishna in any of these chapters. 

t See Mahavarata, Sava Parva, Clusters ZXV to 
XXXIL, the conquests of the Pandavas. 

} From Chapter Kill to Chapter XIX is te 
Sacrifice has bten discnssed. We have aheady 
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Though tempted to perform this great 
Sacrifice, Judhistmra h^tsted ; he was not 
a man to do things in haste. He knew 
that there was only one man amongst his 
friends and relatives who would spetdc out 
the truth, however unpleasant it might be. 


extracts from these chapters. (Chapter XVI., Krishna’s 
speech in 149 and 1 50 pages). We have quoted in Ais chapter 
many more passages, that appeared to us to be the part of 
the original Mahavarata. Interpolations are very prominent 
in the Sava Parva of the Mahavarata, — more palpable and 
easier to be detected than in any other Parva Of the Maha- 
varata. Repetitions are also too many, and contradictory 
statements are often met with. We need not say we have 
rejected all palpable fictions and obvious interpolatioiis. 

In Chapters XVII and XVIII, an extraordinary des^ 
cription of the birth of Jarasandha is given ;-^e might call it 
the work of a fourth rate story-teller. It cannot be the 
writmg of the great Vyasa. We quote a passage^ Maha- 
varata, Sava Parva, Chapter XVII., Slokas 52—41 

**0 best of the Bharata race, recalling his former promise^ 
'that best of kings (Bribadratha) gave that one fruit (whicb ho 
received from an ascetic) to his two wives. Hit two beautiful 
wives are the mango, dividing it into two equal parts. In. 
consequence of the infallibility of the Risbi's wordi both of 
them conceived. Seeing them in diat states die Ung ivia 
filled widi great joy. Some time after» when die ptoper 
season came, each of the two qneeiis brought fetth tho 
fiegmentary hodiea. vSach of diese bodies bed one eys^ 
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He knew he would not speak things only 
to please him as his friends, relatives and 
ministers often did. He therefore thought 
of Krishna, and sent a swift massenger to 
Dwarka to invite the great Vrisni prince 
to Indraprastha. Krishna was the great 
Mentor of all the chiefs and potentates 
of India. 

In due time Krishna arrived at the 
Pandava city. Then in full court king 
Judhisthira thus spoke to him,* “O Krishna, 
I have desired to perform the great Rajsuy& 
Sacrifice. But it cannot be performed 
through my simply wishing to do it. You 
— — 

arm, one leg, half a stomach, and half a face. Seeing the 
fragmentary bodies, they began to tremble. The helpless 
sbters dien in great anxiety consulted together. They then 
abandoned in sorrow the fragments which had life in them. 
The two midwives then carefully wrapped up those stiU-bpm 
fragments and went out of the inner apartments by tire bade 
dOoi; Throwing away the bodies, they returned in haste. O 
ti0st of men, sometime after a Rakshasha woman, named 

whp lived on flesh and blood, took op the |ri^;meiits 
diet In); on the crossing of die road. Being impelled 1^ 
dwt woman the fragments lo 

iOsler to carryi O best of men, as soon as dm fmgdmms 
msihi *w*»**^ ihev lorsaed inm a tM-war* rfiiM 

* IMinranMi. 8svs Pam. Ch a j u r XUL, SUlm itrfu 
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know what is necessary to accomplish it. 
My friends and ministers have said that I 
should perform it ; but your words will be 
iJay guide in this matter. Some, without 
nothing the difficulties, offer advices merely 
out of friendship. Some out of self-interest 
say what will be agreeable to the listener. 
Some consider what is beneficial to them- 
selves is the only fittest thing to be done. 
But you are above all motives. You have 
conquered anger and desire. You should 
tell me what is beneficial both to me and 
to the world.** 

The unpleasant truth that his friends, 
relatives, and ministers did not speak ' to 
him, Krishna told him in plain words. 
He told him that though he was no doubt 
the fittest person to assume the Imperial 
Dignity, yet he would not be allowed to 
do it,-^not at least ' without a great 
stri^gle,— by Jarasandha who w^ then 

holding it in Arymarta, He said,* 
best ot the Bhaxata race, surely are you 
worthy of becoming an Emperor. But, in 
Day opinion, you wiU not be able to 

perform the Rajsuya sacrifice, so long as the 
highly powerful Jarasandha remains alive. 

— ' i l i I I 

* Ibid, Cb^tw ZIV^ Slobas 
14 
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He has kept many kiuj^s imprisoned in his 
city, Girivraja.* By defeating the kings, he 
has become the master over all the sovereigns. 
From his fear we have left Mathura and fled 
to the distant Dwarka. Therefore I say, O 
great king, if you desire to perform the Bajsuya, 
try to release the kings and kill the great 
tyrant. Unless you do this, your proposal can 
never be successful, for he will oppose you, he 
will destroy your sacrifice, — ^nay, he will 
destroy yourself and your kingdom. On the 
other hand if you can kill him, you will destroy 
the greatest tyrant of the world. You will save 
innumerable kings from life-long misery, and 
earn everlasting renown. To kill an oppressor 
of humanity like Jarasandha would be of the 
greatest benefit to the world. One, who 
aspires to be the greatest of all kings, E^ould 


* The city of Girivraja was situated in Modem Bebar. 
The famous old city of Rajgriha was the ancient city Girivraja. 
The mins of this evemrenowned city are still to be seen a few 
nrilet from the modem town of Behar, one of the subdivitiimal 
head quarters of the Patna Strict. The dty was endoted by 
five hills which still hold op their heads as they did at the 
fime of Jarasandha, and again many hundred years afie* at 
An lime of Gontvna Buddha. In the Mahavarata, Aom 
A nhillsatei««pectivdy called, VaUmrat Varuta, 

KUklgiri and CWtela 
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have the greatest good of the world as his life’s 
work” 

“We are all alarmed,” said Judhisthira, “at 
the prowess and wickedness of the king of 
Magadha. when you are afraid of Jarasanmia's 
might, how can I consider myself strong 
enough to fight with him?” 

A council of war was then held. Bhima 
was for immediate fight, — Arjuna was not at 
all afraid of the wicked king, — Nakula and 
Sahadeva longed to have a trial of strength 
with the great Magadha potentate, — ^the gene- 
rals and warriors of the Pandava army idl 
expressed their eagerness to march against the 
Magadha kingdom and crush its cruel king. 
But Krishna mildly said, “Men of immature 
understanding begin an act without haviiw an 
eye to what may happen in future.”* &en 
he turned towards the ^ing and said, “0 Sire 
with the army that you command, if you meet 
Jarasandha on an open field of battle, it would 
not be possible for you to defeat him. TTiw 
stupendous army will crush yours as a lion does 
a lamb. It would be mere needless and wanton 
bloodshed of innumerable men, — ^innocent and 
poor, — ^who should not be butchered either for 
the guilt of Jarasandha or for the fulfilment of 


* See MaJiamstSi Sava PanriL Chapter XV. 
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jDor desire. It would be one of the greatest 
sinful acts. One should not commit sin even to 
bring about good. Therefore, O great king, 1 
ask your permission to take with me Bhima 
and Anuna and go to meet the Magadha king. 
We shtm challenge him to a single combat ; and 
as a warrior he will never be able to refuse us. 
I can assure you. Sire, with whomsoever 
amongst us thre«^, he elects to fight, he is sure 
to be killed by him. We shall thus kill him in a 
fair Hght without bringing about a sanguinary 
war and filling the earth with blood.” 

“0 Krishna,” replied the king, “out of my 
selfish motive and out of desire for the Impe- 
rial Dignity how can I send you to Jarasandha ? 
1 consider Bhima and Arjuna as my two eyes 
and you as my mind. How shall 1 be able to 
live without my mind and eyes ?” 

Arjuna, Bhima and Eoishna asked him 
not to entertain any fear for their safety. They 
would be sure to kill the Magadha mng and 
return in safety to Indraprastha. They 
dispelled his fears and anxieties and secured hu 
consent. They then started for the kingdom of 
Magadha.* 


* The bare facts that we have narrated in this sinaS 
Chapter have been picked up from eight long chapters i «. 
from Chapters XII to XX of the Sava Parva of the Maha* 
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But before they could reach the city of 
Girivraja they thought it proper to avoia all 
public notice. It was impossible for such 
three men to travel across India without 
creating a great commotion all over the 
country. They, therefore, assumed the guise 
of Snataka^ Brahmanas and started on foot as 
mendicants travelling over the country, t 


varata. We have already s^d that a careful study of the 
Sava Parva would convince any one that it contains much 
of the original Mahavarata. The reason is that interpola- 
tions are more apparent and easier to be detected in this 
Parva than in any other of the Mahavarata. A little careful 
study would show that the original and later writiogs are 
too distinct to be altogether imperceptible. We shall point 
them out as we proceed. 

* Sttaiaka Brahman is one who has taken up Sfiaiaka 
(ascetic) vows. 

t In the Vagavata, Skanda Chapter 70—73, the 
^th of Jarasandha is described. Vishnu Purana and 
Harivansa say nothing of this affair. 




CHAPTER XXiV 


ARRIVAL AT GIRIVRAJA 

Travelling through many countries, the 
three princes at last arrived at the great city 
of the Magadha king.* According to custom 
and ordinance, t they did not enter the city 


* we are studiously trying to adhere as much as possible 
to the original descriptions of the Mahavarata, for we have 
already said that we believe that much of the Sava Parva of 
the present Mahavarata is the original story written by the 
great Vyasa. We have, however, rejected many passages as 
being interpolations and repetitions. Our readers will 6nd 
that though we have rejected them and did not add any thing, 
yet the continuity of the narrative or of the description is in 
no way disturbed. Perhaps this is a sufficient proof that the 
passages that we have rejected are interpolations and after- 
additions. 

t There were in ancient India some unwritten laws as 
regards social and military etiquette, manners and customs, 
morals and ethics. The ancient Aryans strictly followed and 
respected them. They considered their violation as being the 
greatest sin. These ordinances were many, and some of them 
€mr readers will find in this chapter, such as (i) Not to enter 
the house or the dty of an enemy by the puldic gate. (2) Not 
to qocept the worship of one who is an enemy. (3) Not to 
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through its public gates. They scaled one 
of the hills* that surrounded the city, and 
then forcing a passage through it, they 
descended in the streets of Girivraja, 

They then went straight on to the palace, t 
and sent intimation to the king that they 
asked for an interview. The permission was 
granted, and they were sent for. When they 
appeared before the great king, they were 
asKed to take their seats and to accept the wor- 


fight with one who has grown fatigued. {4) To refuse a 
challenge to a single combat &c., &c. We would ask our 
readers to mark these ancient Aryan “morals” and compare 
them with those of the modem world. Our readers will come 
across many of these ancient Aryan ordinances in this 
little book. 

• This hill was named the Chaitaka. 

t Mahavarata, ^va Parva, Chapter XXI., Sloka 16 
says : — “Seeing the great weadth of these shops, those best of 
men, Krishna, Bhima and Arjuna, proceeded along the public 
streets. Those greatly powerful heroes snatched garlands 
from the flower^endors.” Can we believe that men like 
Krishna, Bhima and Arjuna will forcibly snatch away flowers 
from the flower'^endors ? This '^snatching and asking for 
flowers” is also mentioned in the Vishnu Purana, Chapter XX., 
Part V., where it describes the entry of Krishna and Rama 
into' Mathura. Perhaps it was a mere custom for the heroes of 
a n c ien t India to ask and to accept flowers from their veiidora 
Flowers are still offered to the heroes all over the woild. 
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ship that was offered to a guest, but they de- 
clined both with thanks.* The strange attire 
and the heroic mien of the visitors struck the 
king. He looked at them long, and then said,t 
“It 18 well-known to me that nowhere in the 
whole world the Brahmans engaged in observing 
the Snataka vows ever adorn themselves with 
garlands or with fragrant paste Whu are you 
then, thus adorned with flowers, — >:nd with 
hands that bear the marks of the bow-strings ? 
Your costume gives me to understand that you 
are Brahmans, though you bear all the marks 
of the warriors? Tell me truly who you are. 
Breaking down-the peak of the Chaitaka hill, 
why have you in disguise entered the city by 
other ways than through the public gates ?” 


* In the Sava Parva, Chapter XXL, Slokas 31-341 it is 
mentioned that when Krishna, Bhima and Arjuna met 
Jarasandha, the latter two kept silent, and Krishna said that 
they had taken the vow of silence till mid-night Having 
heard this Jarasandha retired and met them at mid-night. 
We have rejected this description as being interpolation. The 
style of the couplets shows that it is not the part of the original 
Mahavarata. Besides, this incident is puipoaeless. These 
was no reason why Bhima and Arjuna should remain silent 
tUt mid^nigh^ for we find later on that the combat was 
fought pobfidy before all the people of Girivraja* The 
challenge was also made as publicly. 

t See Mahavarata, Sava Pnnra, Chapter XXI*, Slpka 4ai||. 
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“O king,” replied Krishna, “all men are 
competent to observe the Snataka vows 
and as persons who adorn themselves with 
flowers always gain prosperity, we have adorned 
our elves with garlands. The wise men enter 
their enemy’s house through a way which is 
not the public gate. Only in the house of 
a friond they enter by the proper gate. We 
have, therefore, done the same. Know also, O 
king, that entering an enemy’s house with the 
purpose of accomplishing an object, we do not 
accept the worship offered by him.” “I do 
not recollect,” said Jarasandha, “that I have 
ever done you any injury. When I have 
done you no harm, why do you consider 
me as your enemy ? I strictly adhere 
te the practices of order. I never 

injur any of my subjects. In bringing 
this charge against me, you appear to he 
mistaken.” 

“Many kings,” replied Krishna, “have 
been made captive by you. After persecuting 
them, you intend to offer them as sacrifices. 
You have turned men of j^our own order into 
beasts. Having done this cruel wrong to the 
entire royal race, how do you consider yourself 
innoct:i!it ? We practise virtue, and we dte 
capable of protecting virtue ; therefore if 
we do not punish you, your sin will tonoih 



218 


8RIKRISHNA 


OB.* We are always desirous of helping the 
distressed ; we have therefore come to kiU you. 
Know that we are not Brahmans, — I am 
Krishna, the Vrisni prince ; — these two are the 
Panda princes, Bnima and Aijuna. We 
challenge you to a single combat. Either 
liberate the kings or go to the abode of Yama 
(god of death).” 


* We should ask our readers to mark the above words of 
Srikrishna. Krishna sa^’s that one who is virtuous and at 
the same time capable of protecting virtue, preventing 
others from committing sin, is bound to protect virtue and 
prevent sin being committed. If he fails in doing it, he is as 
much a sinner as the one who commits sin. In his opinion a 
man should not only be virtuous and perform all virtuous acts, 
but he should also prevent others from committing sin. In 
Udyoga Parva, Chapter LXXII, Sloka i8, Mahavarata, we 
find the following passage. **The sin that is committed by 
killing one who does not deserve to be killed is as great as the 
sin of not killing one who deserves to be killed /. #. one 
who does not deserve to be killed should by no means be 
killed, but one who deserves to be killed should by all means be 
killed. Krishna told Jarasandha in plain words, **You are 8 
great sinner, and as we are capable of preventing you from 
committing sin, we have considered it our duty to make an 
attempt to stop you in your sinful career. You are beyond all 
reform,— no amount of persuation would bring aboutadiange 
for the better in you, therefore you deserve to be IdUed ; diet 
is the only means of preventing you from committing sin. We 
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Jarasandha smiled and said, never make 
a king prisoner without defeating him. 0 
Krishna, neither am I the person to liberate 
my prisoners through fear or oy threats. I am 
ready to fight with troops against troops, or 
alone against you one, two or three, separately 
or all together.” “0 king,” said Krishna, “then 
tell us with whom amongst us three you 
intend to fight V* 

The great king of Magadha cast scornful 
glances at Krishna and Arjuna whom he 
considered to bo too insignificant to be 
accepted by him as his adversaries. He turned 
like on infuriated bull towards Bhima and 
^id, “0 Prince, I shall fight with you. It 
is always better to be vanquished by a 
superior than by an inferior one.”* 

have therefore come to kill you.” Buddha, Christ and other 
great prophets also tried to prevent the commission of sin in 
the world by preaching,— but Krishna went a step further. 
He not only reformed the sinners by preaching, but where he 
found a sinner beyond all reform, he removed him from the 
world. To eradicate sin in the world he was as much an 
evangelist spreading his great teachings broadcast as a judge 
passing sentence where it was necessary. 

* We have said that none should accept the entire Sava 
F&tva (as we now possess) as bang written by Vyasa. If we 
doiL we dian then have to take the following as an actual 
fact. In Sava Panra, Chapter SIX, Slokas 32-24 iay:— 




CHAPTER XXV 

THE DEATH OF JARASANDHA 

Jabasandha ordered his son Sahadeba* to 
be installed on the throne and made all 
preparations for the great combat. We shall 
once more quote the ancient chronicler : — 

‘‘The priests brought the yellow pig- 
ment obtained from the cow, also garl uids 
of flowers and other auspicious articles and 
various excellent medicines for restoring un- 
oonsciousness and for alleviating pains The 
propitiatory ceremonies for the king with 


**Some time after when king Kansa was killed by Krishna, an 
enmity arose between him (Jarasandba) and Krishna. The 
greatly powerful king of Magadha whirled a club ninety-nine 
times and burled it towards Mathura. That excellent club 
fell at a distance of ninety-nine Vifjanas,** It would be fair 
to mention that the above is taken from the long and ridi- 
•culous description of the birth of Jarasandba, which we have 
already mentioned in our note in page 149. 

* This incident shows that Jarasandba was well aware 
fhat his end had come. It also shows how strong were soaaa 
«f the unwritten laws of the ancieat Aryans. Bven a man hke 
lanaandha did not dare to refuse the challenge or to do any* 
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benedictions were then performed by an 
illostrioas Brahman. Removing his crown and 
properly binding his hair, Jarasandha stood, 
up like an ocean bursting through its shore. 
He then rushed at Bhima like the Asura 


Vala at Indra. * Those two great heroes, 
Jarasandha and Bhima, with their bare 


arms as their only weapons, then cheerfully 
engaged in the fight. Seizing each other’s 
arms and twining each other’s legs, they 
slapped their arm-pits.”t 


thing to destroy his enemies, though he found them alone, 
unarmed, and unprotected in his own impregnable fort 
Jarasandha was sinful, but he was above meanness. 

* This refers to the well-known story of the Puranas, the 
war between the Devas and the Danavas for the possession 
of heaven. We need not say Indra was the king of the 
Devas, i. e. the celestials. Many Danava chiefs now and 
then attacked the plains of heaven and fought with the 
celestials. Vala was one of them. 

t The description of the wrestling between Bhima and 
Jarasandha as given in the Mahavarata is long. It covers 
ten slokas from lo to 20, Chapter XXIII., Sava Parva. 
Mahavarata. It shows that wrestling was an art in ancient 
India. There were various feats of wrestling known to the 
renowned heroes of that age. In this description of the 
wrestling we find the names of a few of them, such a& 
Pristavanga^ Samparva^ Nemeha^ Pumakumva^ Trift^na^ 
Puntadyaga, ficc We are sorry we cannot quote here the 
long description el these wrestiiag fea|s. 
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It was -a wonderfal combat ; and all the 
people of Girivrwa viewed it with wonder and 
astonishment.* l^hey fought on day after day ; 
none could defeat the other, — both were of her- 
culean strength. On the evening of the four- 
teenth day, the great Magadha king grew fati- 
gued, — he stopped to take breath ; but Bhima 
fought on and pressed him hard. Having 
seen this, Krishna thus spoke to Bhima.t 
■*‘0 son of Kunti, the foe that has become 
tired and fatigued in the fight should not 
be pressed. Therefore, O prince, you should 
not now oppress this king." But Bhima 
did not give much heed to the words of 
the Yrisni prince. He said, “O Krishna, 
this wretch is still before me with girded 
loins and of sufficient strength. He should 
not be excused by me."| Having said this, 
Bhima raised up the strong, but now much 

* Slolcas 21 to 22, Chapter XXIII., Sava Parva Haha- 
varata say : — ’Thousands of dtisens, consisting of Brahmans, 
Kshatriyas, Vaisyas and Sudras, and also women and even 
old men, came out and assembled there to witness the fight 
The crowd became so great that it grew to be a solid mass 
of human beings having no space between two persons.*' 

t Mahavarata, Sava iParva, Chapter XXIll., Slokas 

{ The morals of Bhima could not be so high as dmae bf 
Xriahnai hot he had stiU to defend bb actkm by saying 
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fatigued Jarasandha and whirled him on 
high. He then pressed his knees against 
his backbone and broke his body into two. 
The people of Magadha were struck dumb 
by fear ; loud lamentations rose everywhere; 
but the great king had fallen in a fair fight 
and there was no alternative left to the 
people but to submit to the inevitable.’**' 

The imprisoned kings were then all libera- 
ted ; and with them Krishna and the 
Pandu princes came to a plain outside the 
oity and encamped. They all expressed their 
heart-felt gratitude to the Vrisni prince ; and 
they thus spoke to him, ‘‘0 mighty-armed 
hero, such virtuous acts are no wonder in 
you. We were all languishing in the fear- 
ful hill-fort of the cruel Jarasandha. To our 
good fortune you have rescued us and thus 
oamed ever-lasting renown. We all bow to 

a Command us *wjiiat we shall do.’’ 

hna smilingly replied, “King Judhishthira 
is desirous of performing the Rajsuya Sacrifice. 


tliat Jarasandha was not at all fatigued^— so strong was the 
oioral sense of the people of that age. 

* This iaddent also shows the respect with which all the 
faople followed die well-known rules of morals. Our readeis 
win find aU through this book that the morals of andeat India 
wsse very high. 
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That ' virtuous king is willing to assume tht^ 
Impel ial Dignity. Help him in his attempt.'’ 
They all cheerfully promised to do what 
Krishna said. They then made him various 
presents and went away to their respective 
kingdoms. 

Bhima, Arjuna and Krishna, then having 
received large presents from Sahadeva, the 
newly installed king of Magadha, started 
back towards Indraprastha.* 

They had a triumphal progress through 
Northern India for they were now the vic- 
tors of the greatest king of the Aryan race^ 
nay the destroyers of the greatest tyrant of 
the age. Thus marching on in the greatest 
pomp and grandeur they reached in due 


* There was apparent interpolations throughout the two 
chapters from which we have culled a few facts that we have 
put in this chapter. In chapter XXIV., Slokas 22-2^ 
Krishna thought of Gadura, the celestial bird, on whom 
Vishnu rides. There was no need whatsoever for Krishna^s 
thus thinkmg of Gadura, but he did it. Here ends the matter, 
—there it ao further mention of the bird. In this chapter 
also we find that Jarasandba possessed a ctltsUal car. 
There are many more such things all through these chapters. 
They are evidently after^interpolations. We have dropped ali 
these descriptions, and we beUeve the continuity of the 
description is in no way disturbed. 
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time the magnificent city of the Fandavas 
and paid their respects to its pious king. 

“0 king,” said Krishna, “the mighty 
Jarasandha has been killed by Bhima. All 
the kings, kept imprisoned at Girivraja, have 
been liberated. You are worthy of the Im- 
perial Dignity in every respect. Let, therefore,, 
the great Kajsuya Dacrifioe be now perform 
med.*^ 

King Judhisthira embraced him in joy. 


IS 



CHAPTER XXVI 


THE FIRST WORSHIP 

Now arrangements were being made on 
all sides for the great Sacrifice.* King 
Judhisthira thus spoke to his brothers and 
ministers; — ‘‘Let men be appointed to coll- 
ect without loss of time all those articles 
that the Brahmans will direct as necessary 
for the performance of this Sacrifice and also 
all auspicious necessaries and things that 
Dhaumyat may order to be collected.”! 

* From Chapter XXV to Chapter XXX., Sava Parva, 
Mahavarata, is the Digvijaya Parva^ i, e, the descriptions 
of the conquests of the various countries made by the four 
yovaiget Pandavas. There is no doubt that conquests were 
first made, and the proposal for the Rajsuya Sacrifice was 
then made. This chapter is culled from Chapters XXXIll 
to XXXIV., Sava Parva Mahavarata. 

t Dlni^ya was the family priest of the Pandavas. 

{ ^^SHerifices of the andent Aryans required many 
arfi^‘‘W the performances of their ceremonies. It wmtld 
not be interesting to give a list of things reqmred in fihe 
pocformancn of n Sacrifice fike Raisuyn. See Snm^ 
AnwImsMa fitaa 
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In due course of time all arrange- 
ments were made. The great Assembly 
Hall,* built by Moy, was the place where 
this magnificent ceremony was to be solem* 
nised. Around it were constructed innumer- 
able mansions in which the royal guests 
were lodged. Men from all quai^rs of the 
earth were invited and welcomed with all 
the honors due to their respective positions. 
Musicians played, bards sang — dancers danced ; 
it was the most magnificent afiair ever seen 
in India. 

Each and every one of the chiefs and 
potentates of Aryavm^ta had come with 
their armies and retinues, — and each had 
been lodged in a magnificent palace. The 
ancient chronicler goes on to say : — ‘‘These 
houses were full of various kinds of eatables. 
They were adorned with tanks and trees. 
They were delightful, *and furnished with 

« See pages 203 — 204. Here is what happened even to 
Durjodhana in tins magnificent hall. Sava Parva, Mabavtrata^ 
Chapter XLVII, Slolcas 3—6 say ’.—“One day the um 
of Dhritaiashtra, Durjodhana, came to a place On diii 
haO) made of crystal Mistaking it for water, be drew vp 
lus doKhes, rmding oat tus mistake, he wandered over tii» 
1pa&. Some thne alter, he itustodk a lake ol crystal wmt 
adanwd teite water-dowm for tend, end Mlhitcrit 
Ms dotes em*’ 
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every kind of furniture. They were enclosed 
on all sides with well-built, high and 
white-washed walls. Their windows were 
covered with net-works of gold ; their 
interior was adorned with strings of pearls ; 
their floors were covered with costly carpets ; 
and they were all adorned with garlands of 
flowers and perfumed with excellent aloes.”* 
The various duties and functions of the 

? :eat Sacrifice were then assigned by the 
andava king to various princes and chiefs. 
Dushasanat was charged to superintendent 


• Here is the account of this great function given by Dur- 
jodhana to his father. **Judhisthira supports eighty-eight 
thousand Snataka Brahmans, who lead householder’s life, by 
giving each thirty maid-servants. Ten thousand other Brah- 
mans daily eat richly cooked food from golden plates. The 
king of Kambhoja sent to him hundreds and thousands of 
black, darkish and red sldns of the deer called Kadali and 
also blankets of excellent texture. Hundreds and thousands of 
female elephants, horses and cows, and also thirty thousand 
taiale camels are seen within his palace. The invited kings 
bsoughtthem as their tributes. 1 never beard or saw such 
enormous wealth as was brought to the Sacrifice of the son 
of Pandn. When no less than a Aif of Brahmans were ted, 
it was ttranged to notify the fact by blowing oondis in 
(tenses. 1 contmuaUy heard such cborujiea. On every 
eosaten it indicated that one te of Brahmans bad been led.^ 
f Dushaaana was a broter of Duijodhaaa* 
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to commissariat airanfjements. Ashwathama* 
was requested to look after the Brahmans. 
Sanjayat was appointed to welcome all the 
assembled kings. KripaJ was asked to take 
charge of the diamond, gold, pearls and gems, 
and to distribute them among the Brahmans 
and others. Vidura§ became the master of 
exchequer. Durjodhana became the receiver 
of tributes brought by the kings. Krishna, 
the central figure, was charged to protect 
and guard the Sacrifice. |1 Thus various 
works were assigned to the various chiefs, 
and the great ceremony began.^ 


* Ashwathama was the son of Drona. 

t Sanjaya was the favounte companion and minister of 
the old blind king Dhritarashtra. 

I Knpa was the tutor of the Kuru princes. 

§ Vidura was a brother of^ Dhritarashtra. See p. i 6 ^ 

II Sloka 39, Chapter XL V, Sava Parva, Mahavarata, 
says : — “So long the great Sacrifice was not completed, the 
mighty armed Krishna guarded it with his bow Samng»/^ 
But Sloka lo. Chapter XXXV says “Krishna, the centre 
of all men, with the desire of gaining the etcellent fntits, 
willingly took upon himself the task of washing the feet tif 
the Brahmans." 

V SacriSces such as Bajsuya, Aswamedha dsc. wm idl 
long ceremonies widi various complicated rituals. It wiHdd 
be tedious reading if we describe them here. See 
Smkmam^ 




230 


8RIKRISHNA 


When the preliminary ceremonies were 
performed, then in that magnificent assembly 
of all that was best in India, — ^in that 
neat congregation of wealth, heroism, and 
knowledge, — in that meeting of India’s great- 
est chiefs and potentates, heroes and warriors, 
sages and Rishis, the Patriarch of the Kuru 
race, the great Bhisma, rose and said, “0 
Judhisthira, now offer Arghchs^ to the assem- 
bled guests as each deserves. The preceptors, 
the sacrificial priests, the relatives, the 
SnatakaSy ^ the friends and the kings, — these 
are the six classes of persons who deserve 
to receive Arghas, Bring Arghas for each 
of them, and let the Argha be presented 
first to him who is the foremost of all of 
them.” 

‘‘O grandsire,” said Judhisthira, “whom 
amongst my guests do you consider to 
be the foremost ? To whom shall the 
Argha, be presented first ?” 

* In ancient India the oflenng of Arghas was one of 
the most prevalent customs. When a man wanted to honour 
another, be did it by offering him the Argha. in all cere- 
monies, such as marriages &c., in which a large number 
of people were invited, thei host honoured his guests by 
presenting thmn. Arghas according to their order of pre* 
cadence. Argha was made of a few things, such as sandal* 
peste, blades of grass, flowers &c. &c. 
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A low mormur rose all over that great 
assembly. People talked to their neighbours 
in a subdued tone, — each looked towards 
the other, and all became excessively eager 
to know what Bhisma would say. It was 
the assembly of the best and the foremost 
men of India, — ^the best and foremost both 
in arms and knowledge, virtue and learning, 
— ^it was an assembly in which a king was 
assuming the Imperial Dignity, thereby 
becoming the first of the foremost men 
of his age, but who was the foremost of 
all? 

Bhisma rose, and a solemn silence fell over 
all. Every one was on the tiptoe of eager- 
ness, — even the drop of a needle would 
have been heard in that assembly of thou- 
sands of men. Bhisma rose, — ^and in a voice 
as that of a trumpet said, “As the sun 
shines among all luminous objects, so shines 
Krishna among all n)en present here. There- 
fore, O Judhisthira, the Argha should be 
first presented to him.” 

Cheers after cheers rose from ^ tibe 
various parts of the assembly, but a disseit* 
taent voice was not wanting. As thonssxids 
and thousands of men assemlfied loild^ 
approved the words of Bhisma by iSiaar 
(meers, there were hundreds of dtbiKS wlta 
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disapproved them as uproariously. It was 
evident to all that a great crisis had arisen.***' 


♦ See Mahavarata, Sava Parva, Chapter XXXVI. 



CHAPTER XXVII 


SHISHUPALA’S ATTACK ON KRISHNA 

The micThty king of Ghedi, the late general- 
issimo of the great Jarasandha, Shishupala, 
Krishna’s own cousin,* took the lead of 
opposition. He rose in anger ; fire flashed 
from his eyes, and his hair stood on an 
end. In a voice as that of a roaring tiger, 
which at once hushed the assembled multitude, 
he thus addressed the old Patriarch of the 
Kuru race ; — “When so many illustrious kings 
are present here, this man of the Vrisni race 
by no means deserves to have a royal worship. 
Your present conduct in wilfully making this 
man worshipped by .the Pandavas is not 
worthy of the illustrious Kurus.” t 


* Shishupala war the son of Srutasrava, the third aistar 
of Basudeva, Krishna’s father. Krishna and Shishupala were of 
the same age, but Shishupala was very jealous of his cou^ 
and was e\'er on the alert to do him injury. In fact he cottp 
sidered him a great rival. 

t All through chapters 37tb to 45tb, Sava Farva, Iffalwr 
varata, Shishupala’s various abusive speeches are i^ven. 
We have thought fit to quote only a few passages. 
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He then turned towards the five Pandavas 
and roared, “O sons of Fandu, you are children. 
You do not know what Dharma* is. This 
Bhisma has but little knowledge, and there- 
fore he has transgressed all the rules of 
Morality. How does this man, who is not a 
deserve to be worshipped among these 
kings present here ? O Judhisthira, if you 
consider him to be the eldest, lo I here is 
Basudeva. How can his son be worshipped 
before him ? If you consider him your well- 
wisher and supporter, why, when Drupada is 
here, — how can he get the first worship ? If 
you consider him your preceptor, then, Drona 
IS present here. If you consider him the 
greatest of all Veda-knowing men, what j the 

S *eat Dwaipayana Vyasa is here. Well, old 
hisma whom you all revere, the great hero 
Ashwathama who is learned in every branch of 


•K Dharma literally means something aldn to the word 
*hiature,’* such as the Dharma of fire is burn,*’ but here 
it means ^‘morals and moral laws.” Dharma^ Artha^ Kama 
and Moksha were the four most important factors in the 
religion of the ancient Hindus. We shall discuss them later 
on, when dealing with the great religion preached by Krishna. 

t We have already said Krishna was not a king ; old 
Ugrasena was the king of the Vrisnis. In fact Krishna and 
the race in which he was bom lost the privilege of ascending 
the throne through a curse. 
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knowledge, the mighty king Durjodhana„ 
the great preceptor Kripa, the invincible 
Bhismaka,* the world-renowned bow-man 
Kama and a hundred other heroes, kings 
and learned men are present here. How 
can you oflFer this man the first worship 
when they are present ? ELrishna is neither 
a sacrificial priest, nor a preceptor, nor a 
king, how can you then give him the 
first Argha ? If your intention, Judhisthira,. 
was to offer the first worship to this man, 
why were then these kings brought here 
thus to be insulted ? We have not paid 
you tribute out of fear, or temptation, or 
conciliation. We have paid you tribute only 
because you desired to obtain the Imperial 
Dic;nity from virtuous motives. But you 
are now insulting us. What else could be 
your motive, except ^that of insulting us, for 
as in the midst of this assembly of kings,, 
you have worshipped Krishna ? Who 
offer worship to one who has fallen from 
religion ?”t 


* Bhismaka was the king of Prag-Jotisha (Eastern India)* 
He was one of the most powerful kings of the age ia whkdi 
Krtslina was bom. 

t Th^B charge indicates that Krishna did not loaow tha 
ensting refigion^ 
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Foaming and roaring, Shishnpala tamed 
towards Kriwna who was quietly sitting in one 
aside,- — his ever sweet smiles playing upon his 
^s. But his silence exasperated the Chedi 
King. He turned towards him like an infuriated 
lion and said, “O Krishna, if these pitiable sons 
of Kunti are timid, if they have lost their man- 
liness by asceticism,* you ought to have en- 
lightened them as to your claims to the first 
worship. How can you accept the worship of 
which you are not worthy ? This is no insult 
to the kings, — it is you whom the Kurus have 
insulted.” 

Having said this, Shishupala left the 
excellent seat on which he was seated. He 
moved towards the gate of the assembly 
hall, but the king Judhisthira hastened after 
him, and holding him by the hand, thus 
spoke to him, *‘0 great king, what you 
Imve said does not become you. It is highly 
sinful and needlessly cruel. Do not insult 
Bhisma by erroneously thinking that he 
does not know what Dharma is. These 
numerous kings, who are all older than you, 
approve the worship offered to Krishna. 
You also should approve it. Bhisma knows 


* This charge against the Fandavas evidently shows that 
they led a s^cdy moral life. 
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well what Krishna is. You do not know him so 
well as he does.” 

Shishupala was again going to give 
vent to his uncontrollable wrath, but 
as the old hoary-headed Patriarch rose to add- 
ress the assembly, — growling he sat down. 



CHAPTER XXVni 


BHISMA’S REPLY TO SHISHUPALA 

The old Bhisma then thus addressed the 
assembly, “He who does not approve of 
the worship offered to Krishna deserves 
neither soft words nor conciliation. I do 
not see any king in this assembly of mo- 
narchs who has not bowed his head to Krishna. 
I have worshipped many men who are old 
in knowledge. I have heard from all these wise 
men when they came and talked to me of 
the many accomplishments of Krishna. I 
have heard many times narrated by the 
people all the feats which the greatly 
intdligent Krishna performed since his birth. 
We do not worship Krishna only through 
caprice, or from our relationship with him, 
or fiom expected benefits to be received 
fipm him. Me is worshipped by all the 
pious men on earth. We CAve offered him 
the first worship in consideration of his fame, 
his heroism, his success. There is none here, 
even though a child, whom we have not taken 
into our consideration when jmpoiung 
tiie first worship to Eriahna. Tbm am 
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chiefly two reaeons for offering the first 
wors^ to him. He is vastly learned in 
the 'Vedas and Vedangas ; he is also very 
great in prowess. Who else is there in the 
world who is so distinguished as he ? Liberali- 
ty, cleverness, knowledge of the Vedas, 
bravery, modesty, achievements, intelligence, 
humility, beauty, firmness, contentment and 
prosperity, — all live for ever in Krishna.” 

The great Bhisma stopped ; the inconceiva- 
ble love for Krishna, that once pervaded the 
hearts, of the stern cow-herds, maddened the 
simple Gopa boys and intoxicated the loving 
milk-maidens, — that had now cast a blissful halo 
over the Aryan Land, — overflowed his heart. 
His voice faltered, — his eyes softened, — his 
heart pal]pitated. Raising his voice to the 
highest pitch, he cried, “Yes we worship 
Krishna, because he is tjie Origin of the Uni- 
verse, He is that in which the Universe is to be 
merged. He is unmanifested Primal Nature,— 
He is the Creator ; — ^He is eternal, — He k 
beyond aU creatures.”* The voice of the old 
Patriarch was dioked, — he stopped,— he took 


* It vas Cor the first time declared by Ae great Patriardt 
Wiitm a ^ Kiislms naa no oilier tiian tim Incaraatimdlf 
fiSad, It am* he ate first declared it ; and all the rate 
WlHaid aafi ipllair tiO Ae piaseatdqr. 
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breath, — ^he controlled his overflowing feelings, 
— his unknowable and unfathomable love for 
Krishna. 

After a few moments, he turned towards 
the kings and said, “Therefore, O friends, you 
should approve the worship offered to him. 
Shishupala is a mere child. He does not know 
who Krishna is. He always speaks ill of him. 
Who is there among the old or the young, 
among these illustrious kings, who does not 
consider Krishna worthy of the first worship ? 
We do adore him. If Shishupala conpiders 
this worship undeserved, he may do what 
pleases him.’’ 

Shishupala leaped up like a mass of blazing 
fire. “Old and infamous wretch as you are,” he 
roared, “are you not ashamed of your conduct ?* 

f la reading the life of Srikrishna our readers must not lose 
nght of one point,— that there is no direct biographical ac- 
Qount of Krishna in the Mahavarata. It is however the 
only work in wludi we get some glimpses of his career when 
be was living in Dwarka. Therefbre in knowing him, we 
must look to those of his contemporaries whose history Maha* 
varata is. In order to fully appreciate him, we most fimt 
oaderstaad the sublime characters of some of the men in the 
llahavaratSt such as fflusma, Viduraand others. We find 
tetaman like Blusma was the first to declare him tehe. Ml 
only die first man ofhis age^butas the St^rease b 
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Wishing to praise Krishna, you describe him 
before me as great and superior in knowledge 
and age, as if I know nothing | ^Tbis man 
is the foremost of all wise men,’ and ^Thia 
man is the Lord of the Universe,’ hearing* 
your these words, Krishna believes that they 
a,re all true. Nothing could be a greater 
lie. Surely do you live at the mercy of 
these kings The old Patriarch rose again. 


human form, — a character in which he is still adored and 
worshipped all over India. As we do not possess any direct 
biographical accounts of Krishna, we are not at all in a 
position to judge him and his character; for we get very few 
incidents of his life and little of his teachings to form our 
opinion of him, if we are at all capable of doing it. But Bhisma 
was great in age, knowledge, experience, learning and virtue; 
in fact he was a personage whose equal may hardly be found 
in the lustory of any part of the; world. It would therefore be 
proper for us to follow great Bhisma to understand Srikrishna. 
About ancestors have unfortunately left no direct history of 
the greatest Man on earth, it would be our duty to know him 
through others who saw his deeds, who heard his teaching 
who associated with him, and who knew him best Bhisn^ 
Vidnra and others saw him and knew him well,— and it wan 
they who declared him not only to be the first man of his age^ 
but the Supreme One Incarnate. Thos^of our readers who 
do not understand Krishna as Bhisma did, to them we sayt ii 
JodlMIura s^ to Shiihnpala, ‘^Bhisma knows well wkit 
KfUhnais. Yon do not know Mm so wdl as he dov*’’ 

16 
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“Truly,” said he, “do I live at the mercy of 
kings I But 1 do not consider them as worth 
a straw.” 

Thus addressed by Bhisma, the kings 
became exceedingly angry. Some amongst 
them stood erect, some began to abuse him 
and others cried, “This .unfuT wretch Bhisma, 
though old, is exceedingly boastful. He deser- 
ves no pardon. Let this wicked man be killed 
like an animal, or let him be burnt in a fire 
made of straw.” 

Availing himself of this opportunity, 
Shishupala turned to the kings and said, 
“When I am here to be your general, what 
are you thinking now ? In battle array let 
us stand against the Vrisnis and the Fanda- 
vas.” Many of the kings said, “Yes, we 
must act in such a way as the final sacri- 
ficial rites to be performed by J^udhisthira 
and this worship of Krishna may not be 
supposed to have our acquiescence.” They 
then all began to consult how to obstruct 
the completion of the Sacrifice. “It became 
evident,” the ancient chronicler says, “t^t 
the undeteriorating vast sea of kings with 
its countless waves of soldiers was making 
preparations for a fight. Having seen thi^ 
llBsembly of kings agitated by anger, as, the 
leaifnl ocean is lashed by we wind at the 



BHtSMA'S REPLY TO SHISHUPALA 243 

time of the universal diBSolution, Judhisthira 
thus spoke to that foremost of all 
intelli^nt men, the ^randsire of the Euros, the 
aged Bhisma ; — ‘This vast ocean of kings has 
been agitated by wrath. 0 Grandsire, tell 
me what should be now done ?’ ‘0 best of 
the^ Kurus,’ replied the old Patriarch, ‘do 
not be alarmed. Can a dog kill the lion ? 
These kings are merely barking at the sleep- 
ing lion of the Vrisni race.’ ” 

He then turned towards the assembled 
kings and said, “O rulers of earth, I do not 
see the end of our speeches, foi* words may 
be answered with words. Therefore listen 
to what I say. Here is Krishna present. 
Him have we worshipped. Let him who 
opposes this worship challenge him to a 
fight. This will settle .the matter without 
further ado.” 

Roaring and foaming the wrathful 
Shishupala rose and cried, “O Krishna, I 
challenge you. Come fight with me till I 
kill you with all the Fandavas.” 



CHAPTER XXXK 


THE DEATH OF SHISHUPALA 

8L0\n.T and majestically rose Kriah nn , his 
sweet smiles still playing on his lips. There 
was no anger, — not even the slightest displea- 
sure, — in his heart. When a tempest was 
ra^ng all ekround him, — ^when the strongest 
abases were showered upon him by the angry 
shishnpala, and the highest encomiums were 
given him by the great Bhisma,— he sat 
quite unconcemed. But now bei^ig challenged 
to fight, he, as a warrior, could no longer 
hold his peace. Calmly rose he, and then 
addressed the assembled kinm thus.* **0 
Ungs, this oruel-hewted man is tom of a lady 
<d our race, but he is our great enemy. Though 
we never seiek to injure him, yet he always 
tries to do us harm. Hearing that we had 
gone to the city of Frag-joti8ha,t this man of 
emel deeds came and burnt our dty of 


* See Mahavarata, {Sava Parva, Chap. XLV., Slokas 
6 — 14 - 

t Eaitani India. Perhaps it refinrs to the war that 
Ibishita aigaderidikingNaraka. Sca^our note in papa 165 
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Dwarka, though he was the son of my aunt. 
When the Bhoja king* was sporting on the 
Baivataka hill, this man killed many of 
that king’s attendants and carried away many 
in chains to his own city. In order to thwart 
my father’s Sacrifice, thid sinful man stole 
the horse of the Ashamedha.’f This man of 
sin stole the wife of the saintly Akrura when 
she was on her way to the country of the 
Sauvaras. This wretch ravished in the 
disguise of the king of Karusha the pious 
Bhadra, the princess of Vishala, who was 
the intended bride of the Karusha king. 
1 have patiently borne all his sins and 
crimes for the sake of my father’s sister, — 
I promised her to pardon his one hundred 
offences. That number is now full. It is 
fortunate that all this had happened to-day. 
in the presence of all *the kings of India. 
I^ shi^ no longer pardon him ; I shall kill 
him in the presence of you all.” Shishupala 
roared, “O Krishna, if you please, paraon 

* One of the Aryan clans of llffatfaura was called the 
Bhojas. 

t Horse-Sacrifice. A horse is let loose in this ceremony. 
It roamed over the country for a certain time. A warrior 
with an army followed it as its gnard, and if any body canght 
it or stole H, a battle was fought with him. The horse mi 
fiDhSy hm^ back and sacrificed with doe lites. 
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me or pardon me not. What can you do 
to me through good will or anger ?” 

The great sacrificial ground became the 
arena of an extraordinary tournament. The 
universal joy and merriment soon turned 
into a general grief and anxiety. Judhisthira’s 
countenance was a picture of misery, — Bhima 

S 'aded his teeth in anger, — Arjuna sorrow- 
j rose to arrange the field, — but great 
Bhisma was full of joy and pride, for he 
knew it would be a mere child’s play for 
Krishna to defeat and kill the sinful Chedi 
king. 

Every thing was soon arranged for the 
great combat. The charioteers of Elrishns 
and Shishupala brought their respective can. 
The great generalissimo of the imperial 
army of Jarasandha and the greatest hero of 
the age, armed themselves with their bows and 
arrows and entered the list. Thousands and 
thousands of men who had come to see the 
great Sacrifice hastened now to witness this 
wonderful tournament. Calm and cool stood 
Krishna, till the same sweet smiles played 
on the same beautiful lips, — ^hwdsome and 
charming as ever. In his front foamed imd 
roared the wrathful Shishupala,— -a giant with 
fire flashing from his eyes. All hearts palpi* 
tated«— all were in anxiety and eagerness. 
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But the combat though severe was but 
short. Shishupala’s head soon rolled on the 
ground, and those kings that backed him were 
struck dumb with fear. They silently returned 
to their respective abodes and dared not utter 
a word against Krishna or against the 
Pandavas.’**' 


* There are two different versions of this incident in the 
Mahavarata. Sava Parva, Chap. XII., slokas 21-^26, says : 
“When Shishupala was thus talking, the high-souled slayer 
of Madhu (Krishna) pondered in his mind on the discus that 
humbled the pride of the Daityas. As soon as the discus 
came into his hands, that skilful speaker, the high-souled 
Krishna thus loudly spoke, ‘O rulers of earth, hear why this 
man has been hitherto pardoned by me. Asked by his 
mother I promised to pardon his one hundred offences. This 
was the boon that she asked of me and this was the boon 
that I granted her, O kings, |hat number has now become 
full. I shall now kill him in the presence of the kings.* 
Having said this, the'chief of the Yadu race, that chastiser of 
foes, Krishna, immediately cut off in anger with his discus 
the head of the Chedi king. That heavy-armed hero fefl 
£ke a cliff struck by thunder. The kings saw a fearful efful- 
gence from the body of the Chedi king issuing like that 
the sun in the sky. That effulgence then adored the lotus^ 
eyed Krishna ever worshipped by all the worlds ; and it theft 
entered Krishna’s body.” 

But in Udyoga Parva, Chap. XXI !.» Slokas 27^^ we find 
king Dhritarashtra thus describes the incident, “Fonner^f 
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Uodisturbed and unobstructed the great 
Sacrifice was then completed. The invited 
guests began to disperse. The ancient chro- 
nicler goes on to say : — “Thereupon all the 
kings came to the virtuous Judhisthira and 
said, ‘Sire, you have grown in prosperity 
through good fortune. You have now acquired 
the Imperial Dignity. The fame of the 
Ajamira* race has been greatly enhanced by 
you. You have acquired great religious 
merit by this act. O best of kings, we tell 
you that we have been welcomed and received 
oy you to our heart’s content. We now 
desire to return to our own kingdoms. Give 
us permission to go.’ Having heard what 
they said, the virtuous Judhisthira worshipped 


in the Rajsuya Sacrifice, the king of Chedi, Krishna, 
and also other rulers of earth assembled with innumerable 
warriors. Amongst them all, the Chedi king was most 
powerful ; he was the greatest bow-man and an invincible 
warrior in battle. Within a short time the exalted Krishna 
defeated him and damped the courage of the other kings. 
Seeing the lion-like Krishna on his chariot, the kings that 
followed the rulers of the Karushas in the honouring of the 
Chedi king, fled in fear like so many deer. When they 
escaped, Krishna easily killed Shishupala, and thus enhanced 
the glory of the Pandavas.” Of the two accounts we have 
accepted the more reasonable one. 

* Ajamira was one of the ancestors of the Kuru kings. 
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them as each deserved and then com- 
manded his brothers thus : ‘All these kinra 
have come to us of their own accord 
They are now desirous of returning to their 
kingdoms. Escort them to the confines of 
our dominions*.” 

When they were all gone, Krishna came 
to Judhisthira and said, “Sire, with your 
permission I shall now go to Dwarka.” “0 
Krishna,” replied the king, “through your 
grace I have performed this great Sacrifice. 
Through your grace all the kings have come 
under my sway. O sinless One, how can 
I give you permission to go ? But I know 
you must return to your own city.** 

Krishna then went to his aunt Kunti and 
said, “your sons have assumed the Imperial 
Dignity. They have ^ obtained vast wealth. 
Be pleased with all *this. With your per- 
mission 1 shall now return to Dwarka.” He 
then bade farewell to Draupadi and Subha- 
dra. Then coming out of the inner apart^ 
ment, he performed his ablution and daily 
rites of worship, the Brahmans utterinjg 
benedictiona Daruka* then brought hm 
chariot. The highsouled and lotus-eyed 


* Danika, was Krishna’s Charioteer. 
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Elrishna walked round it, and then ascended 
it, and started for the city of Daravati.* 


♦ After this, there is virtually no history of Krishna for 
the space of thirteen years, — the period Judhisthira and his 
brothers passed in exile. As soon as Krishna went away, 
the five Pandavas were exiled by their cousins the Kurus by 
various stratagems. Mahavarata being not his history, the 
author has almost written nothing about him when the 
Pandavas were roving in the forests. The account of their 
wanderings have been given in the Vana Parva of the 
Mahavarata. Almost whole, we may very well say, the 
entire Vana Parva that we now possess is an after-interpo- 
lation. A little careful study will show it, — so different is the 
style of writing, the form of narration, — the modern touch of 
the language. 

We meet Krishna three times in the Vana Parva (i) He 
with the other Vrisnis came to see the Pandavas on hearing 
their exile. Krishna here gives an account of his war with 
Salya who had a car that floated in the sky. It is altogether 
an extraordinary, and we may add, a ridiculous story and can 
by no means be taken seriously. ( 2 ) We see him again 
with the Pandavas in the forest The wrathful Rishi 
Durvasha with ten thousand disciples were mischievously sent 
by the wicked Durjodhana to the fores^abode of the Pandavas. 
He thought the Pandu princes would not be able to feed in 
the forest Durvasha with ten thousand disciples, and the 
result would be that they would be burnt down through the 
angry Rishi’s curse. The Rishi appeare4 when the Pandavas 
had nothing to feed him with and his followers. Draupadi 
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KRISHNA THE GREATEST OF THE GREAT 

The cow-herd boy of Vrindavana had now 
become the greatest of all men in India. 
He had been adored and worshipped by 


in this dire distress piteously prayed to Krishna to come and 
save the Pandavas. Krishna came as soon as thought of. He 
ate only a portion of greens that lay in the comer of the 
cooking pot in which Draupadi had cooked. By his doing thisy. 
Durvasha and his ten thousand pupils, who had gone to bathe, 
felt their stomach so heavy that they thought they were quite 
incapable of eating even a morsel more. They therefore did 
not return to the Pandavas, but went away in another chrcc- 
don. (3) We meet Krishna* once more in the Vana Parva. 
Some colloquys follow, but there is nothing important in 
them. 

This is all die history that we get of Krishna in Maha*' 
varata during the period that the Pandavas were in exile* 
We have already said, the accoufits that Vishnu Puranat 
Harivansa, Vagavata and other Puranas give arc so palpable 
fictions that they can by no means be taken into serkMia 
account. They say many things no doubt, but they are all 
of the order, — an example of which we give below. 

Once upon a time Satyabhama, one of die wives of 
Krishna, saw the celestial flower Parijaia and kmged le* 
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innamerable men as a great prophet, — a 
supernatural being, — nay* the Supreme One 
Incarnate. Living in distant Dwarka in his 
city on the sea, Krishna ruled over the hearts 
of the Aryan Land.t The greatest heroes and 
the most powerful potentates had bowed down 
their heads before his great prowess and supre- 
me statesmanship ; the most illustrious Rishis 
and sages, learned scholars and great ascetics, 
had all given him the first place for his' super- 
natural intelligence, his wonderful learning, his 
great piety, — his superhumanity in every thing. 


possess some. Krishna went to heaven, and fought with 
Indra, the king of heaven. After defeating him, he presented 
innumerable Parijatas to his wife. 

They also give the accounts of many wars that Krishna 
waged and the many battles that he fought We have men- 
tioned some of them in page 163-164. 

But we must mention here that at this ti B e Krishna had 
become a father. His eldest son was named Pradumna. But 
the Puranas say that he had many thousands of sons from 
his many hundreds of wives. They also mention that one of 
his sons Samba married the daughter of Durjodhana. See 
our note in pages 1 56-1 57. 

^ Bhisma was the greatest man of that age. We have 
tMen that even he considered Krishna to be an Incarnation of 
the Supreme Being. 

t See Mahavarata, Udjoga Parva, Chapter ZXXIV., 
Slokas^io39. 
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The masses had been carried away by an nn- 
describable love for him, — the love the reason 
where of they did not know.* The sinful were 
terribly afraid of him, — the pious were his 
loving devotees. A new thought, a new reli- 
gion, a new happiness now rolled over the land 
of the Aryans from one end to the other. 

The rule of such tyrants as Kansa, Shishu- 

E ala, Japasandha and others had been replaced 
y that of such a pious and virtuous ruler as 
Judhisthira. The little kingdom of love and 
devotion, beauty and sublimity, that Krishna 
founded in the Wutiful forests of Vrindomma 
had now extended far and wide, — from the 
snow-capped Himalayas in the north to the 
dense forests in the south, from the Yrisni city 
of Dwarka in the west to Bhismaks’s great 
kingdom in the east. 

He was a great Mystery to all, but all the 
same the people loved him with all their heart. 
They worshipped and adored him, they feared 
and respected him, they called him (^i pre- 
ceptor, father, protector and friend. 

But what sort of life did Krudma himself 
load f He was the greatest warrior who had 
defeated all others ; he was the most powerfol 
general, oo mmandin g the mighty army of 


* Sm VsBSvati. Skaads X, Chap, doth, Siaka aa 
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Gopas ; he was the cp-eatest statesman, the 
adviser of the ^eat king Judhisthira and all 
the monarchs of Aryavarta ; he was the great 
diplomat who had brought all the quarrelling 
Aryan chiefs under one pious Emperor, thus 
bringing in peace and happiness to the milli- 
ons of persecuted and down-trodden men ; 
he was the greatest of all learned men, whom 
the great Rishis revered ; he was the great 
religious teacher who had introduced a wonder- 
ful religion amongst the Aryan races, thereby 
raising them to the highest status of civilisa- 
tion ; he was the great centre from which flow- 
ed all love, all beauty and sublimity, all happi- 
ness and bliss. But he himself led a very 
simple life. He said, am indifferent alike to 
my home and body. I am happy in my own 
self.”* Living always in the whirlpool of 
worldly affairs, he vras the greatest ascetic 
that was ever born in the world. He was a 
Master over Matter as well as Spirit. He 
ruled over both, and therefore he was superhu- 
man. Wherever he lived, it was a land of joy 


• Whfit did Krishna mean by “I am happy in my Ofe«l 
acKP* Ckhandagya Upardihad say : — He, who seeing this, 
believing this, is deep in his own self, who sports with bis 
own Self, whose friend and companion is his own self, whoM 
edi is his only pleasure, is the king of Inmsett.^ 
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and merriment, and wherever he went, people 
felt an undescribable bliss and happiness. He 
had maddened all India, as he once did 
the little Vrindavana and Mathura. 

He was Nature personified. He was as 
high, stern, hard and majestic as the Himala- 
yas ; he was as humble, soft, sweet and sublime 
as the Jamuna. He was as fearful as the 
roaring tempest cracking the tallest trees ; he 
was as lovely and charming as the sweet 
moon-beam playing on the blossoming flowers. 
What was he ? The men that saw him did 
not know him, — how could we ? 

Thus did He live in Dwarka, — the 
greatest Man of all men living. Adored and 
worshipped by all, — ^universally loved and 
feared, respected and obeyed. His was a 
towering Personality, — a wonderful Man 
among men ; but yet He was a great My^ 
tery, — none could understand Him, nor His 
works, nor His teachings, nor what and who 
He was. His Life and His Teachings wew 
the Beacon Light that guided, — and will 
ever guide, — ^the humanity to the ever-lasting 
Land of Bliss. 



